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Abstract 
 

Sample variance is a measure of scatteredness of sample observations around 
their center. In this lecture, we present a gentle introduction to sample 
variance. In particular, we demonstrate that the variance of three observations 
can be expressed in terms of the range and the first order differences of the 
observations. This allows us to calculate the variance of three observations 
without any calculator. The variance formula for 4 observations is also 
simplified. Recurrence relation can be used to calculate variance of a few 
more observations. Some other characteristics will be presented. 
 

Tea and Coffee will be served 

 


