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CODES OF BELIEF

These codes are as follows :

FIRST CODE :

      I have no doubts about anything that I can  perceive through my senses

          We all accept this fundamental truth. However, if I walk through the desert at noon and see a lake in the distance, but only find sand when I reach that spot,

what appeared to be a lake turned out to be mirage. Likewise if I put a pencil in a glass of water it will look as if it is broken, though in actual fact it is not, You might go to a party where, as it gets late, you start talking about the supernatural - ghosts, etc., and get so carried away that you feel as if a ghost or demon is following you, whereas in reality there is nothing there. It's rather like a conjuring trick. A magician will produce strange objects which seem to be real, even though they are not.
         So our senses can delude and deceive us. But does this mean that I should doubt the existence of something I can feel? Quite the reverse -because if I doubt what I see, hear and feel, there will be a conflict between fact and fantasy that will eventually drive me crazy.

          But I would like to add another condition here about obtaining knowledge - meaning 'certainty regarding the existence of what I sense'. The mind may misjudge something the first time it perceives it. For example, it may think a mirage is a lake, but the second time it sees it will not make the mistake. Similarly it will soon realize that even though the pencil on the glass of

water looks as if it is broken, in fact it is not. The various ways in which the senses delude us are limited and easy to recognize. This includes the tricks that Pharaoh's magicians used to perform in the past, and the circus tricks we enjoy in this day and age . 
SECOND CODE :

       Certainty about past and present events received through a reliable source is as reliable as the certainty we would have had if we had been present.

          There are certain facts about which we are sure, even though we may not have direct experience of them. For example, we all know that India and Brazil are countries that exist though we may not have visited them. We also know for a fact that Alexander the Great conquered Persia, even though we did not witness the battles in which he fought. In fact, if we all looked inward, we would soon realize that the number of facts about which we are sure even though we cannot perceive or experience them directly, far surpass those we have actually experienced, such as countries we have not visited and events, both past and present, that we have not witnessed directly.

         What evidence, then, do we have of their existence? Of course we draw certain conclusions from what we have always been told throughout history and our own lives. It would be absurd to think that each generation has fabricated events and ideas to pass on to the next.
THIRD CODE : 

           How much knowledge can we perceive through our   senses? Can our senses comprehend everything that exists?

           We can compare the human mind in relation to the senses as follows. Imagine that orders have been given to shut us up in a tower. All the windows and doors are shut, so that all we can see of the outside world is through cracks in the wall. If we peep through one crack facing east, we can see a river, looking west through another crack, we can see a mountain. In a northerly direction we can  see a large house, and in the south a playground. The human mind is the prisoner and the body the tower, with the cracks representing the senses. The sense of sight sees colors, the sense of hearing picks up sounds, the sense of taste awakens our appetite for food, the sense of smell introduces us to the world of fragrances, and the sense of touch makes us aware of physical bodies and objects.

At this point we can ask certain questions : 
I - Can each sense perceive everything that exists in this universe? Does the river a prisoner sees through a crack in the tower wall represent the entire river? Of course not He only sees a part of it. Similarly the sense of sight cannot perceive the whole spectrum of colors. The fact that I cannot see an ant crawling three miles away from where I am does not rule out its existence. In the same way we are unable to see all the tiny bacteria in a glass of water. Neither are we able to observe the electrons revolving in an atom, or the planets in their orbits, with the naked eye.

           The vibrations of an ant's voice are outside the range of our auditory sense, which is from five to twenty thousand whatever is less than five vibrations or beyond twenty thousan is outside our hearing range. Nor can we pick up the scent of sugar that attracts ants and flies. All this proves that we are only able to perceive a part of what is around us.

2 - Is it not possible that another world exists between the world of colour and sound, which we are unable to observe because we are not equipped with the particular sense of Perception?

          The prisoner in the tower may not have actually been able to see a beautiful garden between the river and the mountain, but this does not rule out its existence. 
          Again we have the example of someone who is born blind and is only able to learn by what he is told, that the sea is blue and the grass is green. Yet physically he is unable to see the appearance of these colours. In the same way, someone who is deaf, though he may learn about musical notes, he cannot actually hear them. But this does not mean that a blind or deaf person denies the existence of color or sound. The room where you are sitting may seem to be free of all sound though, in actual fact, it contains all the sounds that are being broadcast in the air from various radio stations. You are only unable to hear them because they are outside the range of your sense of hearing. They are vibrations which can only be picked up by a radio. And there are other things going on in the atmosphere that humans are unable to perceive. For example, we cannot pick up the slight variations in atmospheric pressure though a barometer can do this. Likewise, a radar picks up mild tremors we cannot feel. So, there are many things which exist outside the range of our senses, but not perceiving them does not mean denying their presence.

3 - The next question we need to look at is whether our lenses are all pervading and complete. Until recently it was thought that we only had five senses. Now a few more have been discovered, and it seems there can be more. Therefore, anything that can be increased, can be described as being incomplete.

       I may do things which I do not perceive, but I am aware of , for example, if I shut my eyes and open or close my hand I am aware that it is open or closed without actually seeing it. And do we perceive our moods of happiness or unhappiness, weakness or sickness through our five senses? Of course not. We perceive them with an inner sense. Similarly, I do not sway from left to right when I am walking because an inner sense infuses me with a sense of balance. The same goes for a cyclist or a trapeze artist who performs amazing balancing acts. This means that there must be an eighth sense the sense of balance. And it has been discovered that God created this sense in the form of liquid matter in the inner ear.
         Experiments carried out on rabbits show they lose their balance if this liquid is removed, and totter around as if they were drunk.

          The third code therefore shows that we cannot deny the existence of factors beyond our sense .
FORTH CODE :

      The human imagination can only perceive what  the senses are able to perceive . 

       We have already discussed the limitations of our senses: we cannot see every visible object with our eyes. But God has granted us with the power of imagination to serve as a supplementary tool ,  for example, I cannot actually  see my home in London if I am in New York - though  I can picture it in my mind's eye. The power of imagination therefore complements our sense of perception. But is this power limited - or is it immeasurable? Can I imagine something I haven't actually seen?

      Psychologists classify imagination in two categories: imagination based on reality , and creative imagination. The example of imagining my house in London when I am in New York illustrates the former. The latter is the fertile ground poets, writers, painters and other artists use to create from.

      Look at what they have achieved. Have they produced anything not based on reality? For example, did  the sculptor  who sculpted the statue of Venus  depict someone in real life? No-he did not , however,  Lt  is not a totally new image but a synthesis of several images. We can trace the end result back to various sources and say  that the sculptor used the best physical features from different women to produce his art form . the nose and mouth represent the perfect female form in real life and so on. As a result the end product though 'new' represents different parts already in existence. In the case of the Winged Assyrian Bull, found in a museum in Paris, the sculptor created a patchwork of a human face and the body of a bull to which he attached the wings of a bird. Again, the result is a new kind of image compiled of existing forms.

        Poets illustrate their mental images through the use of metaphors, similes, metonyms and, sometimes, deliberate exaggeration. Various strands of their imagination come together to form the poetry they produce.

        If we were to delve more deeply into such fantasies, However, we would find they have their limitations and that it is not possible to piece together components which are mutually incompatible. For example, we cannot say that a song smells like a rose or that the fragrance of a perfume is red. If you visualize such illustrations you will not be able to relate the image to anything concrete which is already in existence.
        We are only able to see three dimensions with our eyes namely, length, breadth and height. We cannot imagine circle without a circumference any more than we can imagine triangle without angles. So how can we possibly imagine the 'other world' and everything that is to be found in it? It is different from ours, and comparing it with this world is like comparing this world to a mother's womb. If we were able to make contact with a fetus and ask it about its idea of what our world is like, he or she would reply "The universe is the membrane and darkness which surround me." Even if the fetus were able to understand our description of the sun and the moon, day and night, land and sea, beautiful gardens and fields, etc., he or she would not be able to imagine them. This is why Ibn Abbas,  one of the companions of the Prophet, peace be upon him,  said "Things of this world have no similarity to those   in the next - except in name".  This means that the wine  and women in the next world will be different from  the wine and women in this world. Likewise, the fire of  hell will not be like the fire we know, and the straight   path will not resemble the bridges that span  across rivers and valley in this world.

FIFTH CODE :

         The mind rejects anything that does not fall within the framework of time and space.

          Even though the eye observes that a pencil in a glass of water looks as if it is broken, the mind is not deluded, in the same way that it realizes the mirage in the desert is nothing but sand . When we see a magician take handkerchief out of his mouth and twenty rabbits from his sleeve, our mind being more accurate than our sight, alerts us to the fact that it is a trick.  Does this mean that the mind can rule  over matters that fall beyond its scope?

          The mind rejects anything that does not fall within the framework of time and space. If a history teacher were to tell you that a war between the Arabs and the Persians took place neither before nor after the advent of Islam-yet it still took place, your mind would reject this statement as being completely contradictory. Or if a geography teacher told you that a country existed but was not situated on land or sea, or in the earth or the sky your mind would take this as a contradiction in terms.

          So we can see that the faculties of the human mind are finite and refuse to accept anything infinite, which is outside the scope of time and space. Therefore issues concerning the problems of the soul, destiny, signs of God and his attributes are all beyond the scope of the mind.

          If we look at the concept of immortality for example, a believer is sure in his mind that immortality is an unshakable truth which has been conveyed to mankind through the divine message. But it is not possible to fit that concept into a framework of time and if we try to do that, we will fail and give up. In fact we may visualize a millennium of centuries but then what? Our minds get tired because they fail to reach a .final point. And if they claim to have reached such a point it will contradict the very meaning of immortality. The famous German philosopher Kant published a well-known work "Contradictions" , in which he said that the , human mind can only judge the physical world. But Muslim scholars had proved the falsity of circuits vicious (vicious circle). before Kant's time on the basis of mathematical theories, Their simple evidence was as follows. If you draw two straight lines as two rays coming from one point, and you connect these two lines at equal distances, will the line connecting the two infinite ends be considered to be the ultimate line? If you say it is, it will be argued that it is between unending points. If you say that it is infinite, people will reply that this cannot be so, as it is between two finite points. Therefore, it is a contradiction in terms.

         It is clear that the human mind goes off balance when it tries to dominate the unlimited or infinite; it becomes the victim of impossible contradictions when it delves deeply into anything which is unlimited,

         The human mind, therefore, cannot go deeply into the realm of metaphysics, as proved by Kant and stated by Muslin scholars earlier. And we can refer to this theme in the works of Islamic scholars, such as al-Ghazali in his books on scholastic theology.

SIXTH CODE :

         Believers and non-believers alike feel worried and anxious when they  face  life crisis.
        At times of crises , they find no relief in their material  surroundings  and  seek  support  and comfort in a power beyond the material world, a power that filters through every aspect of our existence, bodies and souls. Examples of such crises are illness, the stress of taking important examinations and so on. Why then do people turn to God at such times?

       From my own observation of two world wars, I noticed how people adhere to religion: everyone, from heads of governments to military generals, it seemed, became devout worshippers of God and impressed their subordinates to do the same. I remember reading a story in a magazine during the war, a story related by a young paratrooper (parachutes were something  new in those days). The young man had been born  and brought up in a household where there was no mention of God and his family did not pray. He was educated in secular schools where religion was not included in the syllabus and so he grew up like an animal rather  than a human, eating, sleeping and enjoying himself. But when he found himself descending from a great height and having almost landed before his parachute started to open, he found himself praying involuntarily, and from the bottom of his heart. The words "Oh Lord -Oh creator!" came to his lips instinctively. He was completely overwhelmed and could not explain how he had suddenly acquired this faith. In, her memoirs, Stalin's daughter describes how she fumed to religion after many years of living forgetful of God. She marvels at this - but there is no reason to be in wonder, because faith in the existence of God is something which is inborn in every individual. It is a natural instinct and an urge-rather like the sexual drive. So we can say that man is an animal with a religion.

       This instinct may be overrun by physical desires, passion, ambition and craving for material comfort. However, when overcome by fear, danger or other crises, it rejects these desires and appears in its true and natural form. This is why we describe a non-believer as a kafir, which literally means 'one who hides'. was surprised to find the same concept by two eminent figures from backgrounds which were entirely different in very way, including the time and place they lived, their circumstances and the purpose for which they expressed this idea, One of them was the Muslim, Rabia al Adawiya, known for her piety, and the other was the famous French writer, Anatole France. While discussing  his disbelief , Anatole France declared "A person becomes a believer when he learns, as a result of a urine test that he has diabetes". (He made this statement before insulin was discovered). On the other hand, Rabia al Adawiya replied in answer to a statement made by someone who claimed he had found a thousand proofs of God's existence, "One proof is enough". When asked what that proof was, she responded If you were walking alone in the desert and happened to fall in to a well from which you were unable to get out - what would you do?" The answer was "I'd call out - Oh God!". "Then that’s your proof!" she declared. 
        Faith in God exists in the core of every human being. We Muslims know this fact, because God has informed us that iman is a natural characteristic that He has created in each of us. In Europe recently many people have seriously address the question of faith and have recognized its value. Professor Durkheim,  the famous Jewish French sociologist who had,  like Freud, a negative influence on some minds  for some time, has written a book to his credit,  where he states that faith in the existence of God  is a self-evident truth. No one can go through life  without at some time reflecting on the existence of a  Lord of this universe. But man, due to his short  sightedness, may not find his way to God. He therefore worships certain objects which he imagines to be God, or that he thinks will help take him near to Him. And yet when faced with a major crisis man returns to God and gives up all objects of worship. The polytheists of the Quarayshi tribe worshipped various idols, known as Hubal, Lat and Uzza. They were simple stones or statues. Hubal was made of cornelian, a semi-precious red Stone transported from the Syrian spa of Himmah. They described the statue as a great almighty god. It was transported on the back of a camel and en route fell off and its hand was Umashed. This hand was replaced by a gold hand. But how can the hand of God get broken! However, even after that incident, they continued to worship the statue. But even enough they worshipped it in times of peace, this was not the "case when they were at sea, and the sea became rough and danger was imminent. At times like this, they did not call out ‘’Hubal!" but they called out to God. Even today during times of disaster and accidents you will notice that proud adversaries of God return to the fold of religion.

      Why is this? Simply because iman is a natural instinct, and that, as we have already seen, leaves us with the most precise definition of man: "an animal with a religion'. 
       Do you imagine that materialists, such as Karl Marx and Lenin, called out to production and manufacturing industries -those ideologies they had worshipped as God, when they were on their death beds? Or did they call out to God? You can be sure they prayed to God when drawing their last breath.

       Pharaoh, who posed as being high and mighty, used to Declare "I am your supreme lord. But when he was about to be drowned he said "I have believed in what the children of Israel have believed". The sentiment of love expressed by lovers is yet further evidence of iman being an inborn characteristic of man. Love is a micro-projection of iman; it is a kind of worship. In fact, when so many of the French turned away from religion they used the word 'worship' to mean 'love'. Arabs influenced by European ideas started to imitate them using phrases such as ‘’He loved and worshipped her" and "He loved her to the point of worshipping her". You will find such expressions in Arabic short stories and novels. But this was only because worship is the natural manifestation of belief in God, and because there is a degree of similarity between love and faith. A lover obeys his beloved's wishes and desires. And this is exactly the same relationship as the one a believer has with God. A lover is never bothered if everyone around him is angry, as long as he is able to please the one he or she loves. That too is the case between a believer and God. What's more a lover fears the loved one to the extent of not wishing to make him or her angry, and has nothing but praise for whatever the beloved says or does. This is just the same way that a believer accepts what God has ordained. So we can see that love passionate love, is a testimony to the fact that faith is inborn.

       The above statement does not claim to equate the love of God with the sentiments of passionate love between human beings. We simply need to take into account that a person in a passionate relationship obeys the beloved and is afraid of him or her, and admires and praises whatever the loved one does being able to endure other people's anger in order to please the loved one. But he does this because it fulfills a desire. In fact, we express our love for our own self through the love we have for our lover.

        We can look at the example of one of the most famous lovers in Arabic history, Laila. Let us imagine that she was afflicted with leprosy and that the disease had disfigured her face. Would her lover Quais have approached and made advances to seeing her in this state? He wouldn't even have given her a second glance - and would have abandoned her. This is the difference between love of mortals and love of God.

         Although the two forms are entirely different from each other, the same word is used to denote both because the human language lacks a better expression, with a wider scope and range of meaning, which would include the spiritual aspects of love. We use the same word 'love' to denote a variety of meanings from love of the countryside and history to love of rice and curry! A father loves his son. Prince Charming loves Cinderella and the believer loves God. Each one of these loves differs from the other. 
      With regard to this concept of ‘inadequacy of words' we should also include the word ‘beauty', which is used to denote so many meanings. The same applies to the words 'hearer’ and ‘seer’ with reference to God being the Hearer and Seer and a human being a hearer and seer. Referring to a human being, we mean that that person is neither deaf nor blind. But Divine Bright and Hearing is not like that of mortals, because God is unlike anything in creation. Likewise, nothing in creation is similar to Him.

      All the Divine attributes are not to be compared to the  faculties of mortals.

SEVENTH CODE :

        Man recognizes intuitively that the material world is not the foe-all and end-all of existence and that there is an unseen spiritual world beyond the physical world.

        Man is only able to catch glimpses of the unseen world when he realizes that material pleasures are limited and, after a certain point, they lose their attraction and become a source of dullness and repetitiveness.

         When a poor man sees the material possessions of a rich man, he feels that the wealthy man has achieved the ultimate in life. However, when the poor man succeeds in acquiring such possessions he loses interest in them. Likewise, a lover who longs to meet his girlfriend, and spends sleepless nights dreaming about being with her believing that all the pleasures of life will be encompassed by his love, is disappointed when he finally marries the girl. The feeling of joy disappears, and within two years the whole affair may be a thing of the past. Another example is of a man who falls ill and gets very depressed, imagining that all the pleasures of life depend on his recovery to health. But once he is well he not only forgets those unhappy days, but he takes his health for granted too. And how about the young artist who seeks fame and popularity, and is overwhelmed with joy when he hears his name being broadcast, or sees his picture in a paper. Yet once he is recognized and established, the attraction for fame loses its charm and becomes part of his everyday life.

       By the same token we may be moved by a romantic song, which brings up intense feelings of love, stirring our hearts and kindling the fire of our imagination, sending us into raptures. A well-written story can have the same effect, carrying us away from reality into a world of fantasy, full of poetry and romance, But at the end of the story we are jolted back to reality, with a sense of longing. We yearn to return to that fantasy world - in vain.

       During moments of contemplation our souls may rise to sublime heights, where this material world appears trivial and unworthy. The joy of this experience will far surpass the Joy of a starving person finding food, the lover meeting his loved one or the pleasure and satisfaction a poor man when he finally acquires wealth and influence.
     This self is always eager to rise to sublime heights, to an unknown world, the identity of  which can only be acquired through the few glimpses we catch of it, as mentioned previously. But it is through such experiences that man realizes how trivial and limited material pleasures are compared with spiritual pleasures. As a consequence, he becomes convinced, intuitively rather than intellectually, that this material life is not the ultimate goal and that there is beyond doubt another world beyond this. This is the world which our souls yearn for and try to reach, but the human body becomes an obstacle and hampers its efforts. These experiences, however, give us a psychological proof of the existence of another world.

EIGHT CODE :

      Belief in another world is a natural consequence to the belief in the existence of God.

      The above statement can be further explained by stating that the Lord of this universe is fair, and that anyone who is just will not allow for injustice. He will not let the oppressive person go unpunished, nor will he deny justice to anyone who has suffered unfairly.

      We find many people in this world who live and die as oppressors without ever being punished. We can also see people who are victim of unfair treatment throughout their lives. But how can this happen if God exists and is just? It only proves that there is a life after this worldly life where the doer of evil will be punished and the doer of good rewarded. The story does not finish with the end of this world. If a feature film were to be shown on television and were to be stopped abruptly, with the viewers being told that the film ended at that point, they would most certainly complain and want to know what was going on. "What happened to the hero?’’ ‘’What happened to the rest of the film?" would be some of the questions they would ask. These questions would crop up because they would expect the script writer to give a full account of the story. But if this is how people would react to a story on life in this world, can any intelligent person accept the statement that life ends with death? How could it be possible? It therefore becomes clear to the human mind that there must be a Lord of this universe and a life hereafter. That unknown world that we catch glimpses of when we hear romantic music or read a moving story, or experience in moments of intuition, is not 'the world of ideas' as depicted by Plato. It is a world created by the Lord of all creation; a world offering everlasting pleasures, and not the ephemeral pleasure of this world which are but a mere flavor of what is to come And what's more, we will never get used to these eternal pleasures. They will never lose their beauty and become ordinary - as is the case with the pleasure of this world.
IMAN (FAITH) IN GOD :

       The issue of iman ( faith ) consists of four factors:

1) The Existence of God without him being created

2) God is Lord of the worlds

3) He is the Owner of the worlds

4) He is the Only Lord and no one else is to be worshipped.

The Existence of God without him being created :
        As stated in the previous chapter under code 6, belief in God is a self-evident truth which we can perceive intuitively. It does not need proof, although in fact evidence can be found wherever we look. Fifty years ago. a Syrian scholar, Sahaikh Jamaluddin al Qasimi, published a book on this subject, entitled "Proofs of the Oneness of God". I would also like to mention another book, "God Manifest in the Age of Science", written by thirty different and well established scientists. Another relevant book is "Man Does not Stand Alone". These books will convince the reader that a true scientist, just as much as a layman, has to be a believer. The tendency for atheism, a lack  of respect and contempt for God is prevalent among  ill-informed scientists, who have deprived themselves of the characteristics of inborn faith and have consequently fallen into the abyss of disbelief.
        The books referred to contain many valuable discourse by reputable scholars, such as Frank Alien, world famous biologist, Robert Morris Budge, inventor of radar, John Cleveland Kawthrone, professor of Chemistry and John Herbert Blonde, Professor of physics, to name but a few. It is worth mentioning here that Professor Frank Alien disproved the theory of the other pre-existence or timelessness of the universe, as was propagated by the Greek philosophers. Science has now established that everything has a time limit, without elaborating on  the evidence of the existence of God which has been expounded by scholars throughout the ages, I would like to quote just one verse from the many verses in the Holy Quran, which are clear and irrefutable proofs. This verse sums up this question briefly and concisely:

  “And on earth there are signs (of God's existence) visible to those who are endowed with inner certainty, just as (there are signs thereof) within your own selves. Can you not, then see?” (51: 20-21).

      This must be sufficient proof for both scholars and laymen alike. Deep in our hearts we are all convinced of the existence of God. As we saw in the previous chapter, we call on Him in times of crisis or great difficulty; our inborn faith urges us to seek His help at such times. What's more, if we look around we can see ample proof of His existence. The inner self is convinced by intuition and the intellect by logical proof. So why would anyone deny God's existence? Isn’t that rather like a person who, even though his clothes are soaking wet, denies having been anywhere near water? 
Anyone denying His existence does so because  they have forgotten God and so God made them forget themselves. (9:67). People are so absorbed with their  own lives that they do not want to spend any time  whatsoever in reflection and meditation. They keep  themselves busy doing any job that comes their way, or in idle chat - or reading rubbish. The self becomes their biggest enemy and they live as if life is a burden they want to unload. Most people, as you have probably noticed, are engrossed by the pleasures of life. They eat, drink, sleep and go about their daily work through which they earn material goods for themselves and their families. It is as if they were stuck in a rut. There is hardly any difference between their past and present, and they have hardly anything to look forward to in the future which might be different from their present way of life.

         But that is not the case with a believer who puts his faith into practice. No practicing Muslim, for example, can resign himself to a monotonous routine life. On the contrary, such a person has to think and reflect and wonder "Where did I come from? Where will I go from here? Where does my life begin and end?" He realizes that life is not a span of time between the two points of birth and death. He knows that he existed before birth, in his mother's womb, and prior to that he was just a drop of sperm which was created from the blood that ran through his y father's body. His father's blood was formed from the food he ate, and this food was prepared from the fruits of the earth. So a long chain of unknown factors led to his birth. How then could he create himself through his intellect and will power when, at a certain time, he existed without either?
       A child is unaware of himself until the age of four. We are unable to remember our birth or the days we spent in our mother's womb. It is clear that man existed even before he was aware of himself, and it is absurd to say that man is his own creator. 
       The questions we put to atheists and heretics should therefore be "Did you create yourself through your own will and intellect? Did you force yourself into your mother’s womb? Did you choose your own mother? Was it you who fetched the midwife to attend to your delivery? Were you then created from nothingness and without a creator?" Of course this is impossible. Was man created by those things which were in existence before him, such as the mountains, the sun and the stars?
        The French philosopher Descartes evolved the theory of doubt. He doubted everything, even his own self, yet when he thought of it he could have no doubt of its existence. And since there is no doubt without a doubter he made the famous statement "I think, therefore I exist". Of course he existed, but who brought him into that existence? It goes without saying that material objects are inanimate and devoid of the power of reasoning. But can an irrational being create a rational being? How could a person who does not possess something give it to others? This was the stand taken by the eminent Prophet Abraham, peace be upon him, against his father. His father was a sculptor who used to carve idols of gods out of stone These idols, made by human hands, were worshipped by his people. 
         Abraham was puzzled and began to question himself asking "How could I make a god and then pray to him and ask him to grant me what I want? My reasoning can’t accept that!" Then he began to think and to enquire. When he saw stars he mistook them for gods because they were not formed from the earth, like the stone from which the idols had been carved. But then when he saw the moon rising in the sky and giving more light than the stars, he considered the moon to be his god. But when the moon disappeared and the sun rose and shone in full blaze, he couldn’t help but worship the sun as his god. Alas, the existence of this god was also short-lived. How could a god abandon his kingdom and vanish out of sight? So there must be a supreme God beyond all these inanimate beings. It is He Who has created me and all these beings. The above argument is dealt with very clearly in the Holy Quran:

“Or were they created out of naught? Or are they creators? “ (52:36).  

        This verse, a proof of Divine expressiveness must come as a great blow to the rationalist who denies the existence of God  by clinging on to the power of intellect as the source of all action.

         When we grew up and became mature we asked "What is nature ? "  In  Arabic, etymology, the word means 'something which is made natural.' Who then, made it natural? Many unbelievers hold that "nature is coincidence - the law of possibilities". We say that this description of nature can be compared to the story of two men who lost their way in the desert and came across a palace. It was an excellent example of architecture, furnished with exotic carpets, clocks, chandeliers and so on. The two men, fascinated by the sight of it, started the following conversation: 
- First   Man :  Somebody must have built this palace and famished it.
- Second Man: What conservative and old fashioned comment! This whole place is the work of nature.
- First   Man : How could nature have built such a palace? 
- Second Man: Well, the stones and rubbish that were originally here were formed into walls and partitions as a result of floods, winds and climatic change.

- First Man: But what about the carpets?

- Second Man: Oh - They were made from the wool that fell off sheep and dyed by mixtures of colored metals. Then the wool was interwoven and the end                           product is these carpets.

-  First  Man: How about the clocks?
- Second  Man: Due to certain climatic conditions, iron corroded and formed small round and flat pieces which became clocks. Wouldn't you think someone giving such answers is crazy?

      Is it a matter of sheer coincidence that the invisible cells in human liver carry out extremely difficult functions? They convert excess sugar in the blood into glycogen, which is later turned into glucose as and when required. These cells also produce bile, and maintain the cholesterol level in the blood, as well as producing red corpuscles and performing several other functions.

       Is it also just coincidence that the human tongue has nine thousand small buds on it which  enable us to enjoy the sense of taste? The human  ear has one hundred thousand cells that carry out the function of hearing, and the human eye has one hundred and thirty million cells which pick up rays of light.

        Furthermore, consider the wonders and mysteries of the earth itself. The air that blows round  it, the creatures living on it and the wonderful shapes  of snowflakes. What beauty and precision! And many of the discoveries have only recently come to our knowledge. Look at the minerals found on earth  and the flora and  fauna; the vast deserts, oceans, high mountains and deep valleys. Compared with the sun, you will find the earth is a  very small and negligible entity. As for the sun, it too is like a  particle of sand when compared with other stars, even though it is one million times bigger than the earth. In terms of speed of light, the sun is only eight minutes away from the earth, the speed of light  being three hundred thousand kilometers per second.  So, in eight minutes light travels more than the two million kilometers that separate the sun from the earth.

         And what about the stars whose light reaches us in a duration of a million light years, very light year being equal to ten thousand billion kilometers.? Astronomers have little information about these stars, including the galaxy , apart from the fact it is a spot of illumination containing many stars which we human beings know nothing about. Only God knows. These stars whose size is beyond the scope of our imagination move at great speed and never bump into each other. How can that be explained? I once read an article by an astronomer who stated that the possibility of stars colliding is as slight as that of six bees Colliding if they were flying in the earth's atmosphere. The vastness of this atmosphere is for the bees similar to the space for the stars.

         The tremendous space in its entirety exists in the midst of a huge globe - the sky. This globe has a definite body. It is neither air nor atmosphere, nor the imaginary line that some scholars and commentators of the Holy Quran claim exists between the stars as a line of orbit. This globe surrounds the space containing all the stars, great and small. And, as God Almighty says in the Holy Quran:

        “ We have set up the sky, a roof well guarded. “ (21: 32)

           Beyond this space is yet another space, the vastness of which is known only to God. It may be like the space in this globe, or even bigger. It is surrounded by another globe, still larger, beyond which may be a third space and a third globe, larger in size, then a fourth space with a fourth globe and a fifth, sixth and seventh space, each surrounded by a globe Then there are huge and magnificent celestial bodies: The Throne, the Seat of Power and all the creation that God has informed us about. 
          But the most extraordinary wonder is the atom. It represents in minuscule form, all that exists in the space. And the human mind is unable to perceive its intricacies in just the same way as it cannot imagine the vastness and enormity of the space. 
           All this is indomitable proof , therefore, of the fact that God exists.

           In the past, scientists and philosophers described  ‘’the unique gem that cannot be disintegrated". It cannot be seen except through an electronic microscope. According to scientists, the atom is so small that if you were to arrange forty ; million atoms side by side, their total length would be no more than one centimeter.

In the middle of every atom is a space containing the Nucleus around which small bodies known as electrons are in orbit, just like planets in spaces. This nucleus, when compared to the atom, is like a grain of wheat compared to a huge palace.

        And a nucleus by itself weighs more than one thousand eight hundred electrons.

Is all that an act of sheer coincidence? All the writings based on high-flown theories regarding ‘Nature’, "Laws of Coincidence” etc. are, to say the least, deceptive and illogical. But to the pleasure of sincere believers such words are no longer valid in scientific circles and are usually only used by pseudo scientists. 
The Lord Of The Worlds : 
         The second point regarding faith in God is to believe that he alone created everything - plants, animals, planets and all that we can see as well as all that exists in the unseen. He has created all this from nothingness, and what's more, has laid down marvelous rules and regulation for everything. Very few of them have been discovered in the realms of physics, chemistry, medicine and astronomy. Only God possesses knowledge of all the major and minor aspects of everything in existence. It is he who knows the number of leaves on every tree and  the shape of each leaf and its position. He knows how many insects exist in this world, their length, breadth and each part of their anatomy. He alone knows how many electrons, mobile and immobile, there are in an atom, and the mutations and permutations, progress and change which take place in them. All this knowledge is recorded in a book in His custody.

        God is the Lord of all the worlds. It is He Who has brought them into existence, and it is He Who protects them changing them from one condition to another. And it is He Who has placed the guidance for wise and intelligent people in every particle. 
         This second issue regarding faith in God is essential and inevitable. But is it enough for someone to simply profess faith in this concept in order to become a believer? If someone tells you that God is the Creator and the Lord, does this mean he is a believer? Of course not. It is not enough to declare faith, as most nations in the past have done. Even the unbelievers of the Qurayshi tribe professed faith. This was the tribe whom the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was sent to in order to expose the falsehood of their belief in polytheism and to make them believe that the creed they believed in was inferior and unacceptable. The Prophet even had to wage wars against them for tills cause. Even Satan (Iblis), the evilest of all creatures, did not deny the fact that God was his Lord: 
(Iblis) said  "Oh my Lord! Because thou hast send me astray " (15:39) and Iblis said " Oh my Lord! Reprieve me “ (15:36).
 The Lord Of The Universe :
         The third issue concerns God being the Lord of the universe. He has the absolute right of disposal in it Just like the rights of a property owner. He bestows life and deals death. Can you  protect yourself from death? And can you grant yourself immortality in this world? It is He Who  causes illness and gives health. Is it possible,  therefore, for you to heal a person whom God has  deemed incurable? God alone bestows wealth and causes poverty. It is He who brings about floods and  droughts. There, were once terrible floods in Italy that devastated cities. During the same period we heard about frightening droughts in parts of India. crops dried out, cattle died, and water was so scarce it had to be rationed. 
        So who causes water to overflow in one area and to dry out totally in another? Who bestows daughters  on some couples and sons on others? and can anyone  who has been bestowed with a girl turn her into a boy? Can a sterile woman conceive a child? It is He Who causes people to die when they are infants and grants long life to others who live to a ripe old age. He causes cold spells and snowfalls on some countries, and heat waves and earthquakes in others. And man remains helpless amidst all these phenomena.
The Lord to Be Worshipped :

      As we said before, most people agree that God is the Lord of the universe and the Absolute Power. But does this suffice for a person to be a believer? Of course not. There is yet another issue, the fourth, which concerns this question of faith: that only God is to be worshipped .  If you really believe that God exists and that He is the Lord of all the Worlds and the Lord of Sovereignty, you should not worship anyone except Him. This means that you should not associate anyone else  with Him in any form of worship. The chapter in the Holy  Quran entitled An-naas (Mankind) is a clear refutation to those who do not accept the Oneness of God, even though they believe in His existence, and that He is Lord of all Dominions. I have arrived at a conclusion regarding this chapter, which, as far as I know, no other commentator has reached. I hope my opinion is correct. God the almighty says:

        “Say, I seek refuge with the Lord and Cherisher of Mankind, the God (or Judge) of mankind.” (1 14). 
        Why has the word 'mankind' been repeated in these Verses when the possessive pronoun 'their' could easily have been substituted? I believe - though God knows best that there are three separate but interconnected issues here. Namely, Our Lord is the Lord of mankind; He is their creator; and He is their Protector: Our Lord is the Ruler of mankind. In other words, He is Absolute Disposer of their affairs. And our Lord is The God of mankind, which means that He alone is to be worshipped. No partner should be set up to be worshipped as an equal to Him. One has to either totally accept or totally reject these three issues.
          How could you differentiate between three identical issues accepting some while rejecting the others? All three are essential and inseparable.

MANIFESTATION OF FAITH

       A student who knows that his examinations are only a Week away, but spends his time watching films instead of  studying, does not realize how near his exams are. Similarly, someone may ask you the way, listen carefully to your detailed instructions and set out in the opposite direction' With regards to the last example, the person's reaction shows that his does not trust you completely. In the same way, we can say that faith is reflected in the actions and behavior of a believer.

Faith and Action

         Faith and action are inseparable. Action is a consequence of faith, a cherished fruit, and an outward expression of inner conviction. This is why God has, in the Holy Quran, associated faith with good action.  
         They only are the (true) believers whose hearts feel fear when God is mentioned, and when His revelations are .recited unto them they increase their faith, and who trust in their Lord. (8:2).

          They only are the (true) believers who believe in God and his messenger and, when they are with him on some common errand, go not away until they have asked leave of him. Lo! those who ask leave of thee, those are they who believe in God and His messenger. So, if they ask thy leave for some affair of theirs, give leave to whom thou wilt of them and ask for them forgiveness of God. Lo! God is forgiving, merciful. (24:62).

           Successful indeed are the believers who are humble in their prayers and who shun vain conversation, and who are payers of poor due, and who guard their modesty-save from their wives or the (slaves) that their right hands possess, for then they are not blameworthy, but whosoever! cravat beyond that, such are transgressors, and honor their commitments and their covenants, and who pay heed to their prayers. (23:1-9).

           It is not righteousness that you turn your face to the east and the west, but righteous is he who believeth God and the Last Day the angels and the Scripture and the Prophets; and give wealth, for love of Him, to kinsfolk and to orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and to those who ask, and to set slaves free; and observe proper worship and pay the poor-due. And those who keep their treaty when they make one, and the patient in tribulation and adversity and time of stress. Such are they who are sincere. Such are the God-fearing. (2:177)

Increase in Faith

           Some scholars consider faith to be a total and indivisible concept, so they hold that a person has to be either a believer or an unbeliever: there can be no intermediate stage, and faith is therefore constant and  neither increases nor decreases. But the majority of scholars link faith with good actions .and consider it as varying in degrees, in proportion to these actions. In fact, this is the view expressly stated in the Holy Quran:

        “ and when the revelations of God are recited unto            them they increase their faith (8:2) .“
         “As for those who believe, it has increased them            in faith (9:124).”
          “and all this but increased their faith and their             readiness to surrender (themselves unto God).            (33:22).”
Negligence and Belief

         Scholars of the traditional school of thought all agree that someone who commits a forbidden act without denouncing its prohibition, or a person neglecting a duty while admitting that it is a duty, yet at the same time expressing no contempt for it, 'might be punished in the next world, though he will not be accused of blasphemy or be condemned to the eternal hell fire.

          It is with this significance and meaning that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said that an adulterer is not a believer at the time he commits adultery. In other words, he fails to realize that God is watching him, for if he were aware of this he would refrain from such an act out of fear and modesty. Someone planning an adulterous affair may be caught by his father in the nick of time. In this case, will his sense of modesty stop him from fulfilling his plan? If his sense of modesty and respect for his father can prevent him from carrying out such an affair, it will become all the more imperative when he thinks of God.

Fruits of Faith

           Actions performed with sincerity are the fruits of faith. Our Prophet, peace be upon him, summed up this point eloquently and precisely in the following hadith:

          "Worship God as though you see Him. If you do             not see Him, He verily sees you."

1 ) Dhikr (Remembrance of God)

         Dhikr is the most important fruit of faith. To recollect having read about a very pious man who asked his uncle, also a pious and God-fearing individual with whom he had spent his early years. "Uncle, what should I do in order to become like you?" "Say the following phrase three times a day: Verily God is looking at me; verily God is observing me!'." his uncle told  him.

        He did so for a week, and then his uncle asked him to repeat it three times after each prayer for another week, and finally he taught him to repeat it straight from his heart without!! Physically pronouncing the words. 
         Dhikr is the subject to which the Holy Quran most draws our attention, and no other subject has been emphasized so much, and no other person has been commended and praised by God in the Holy Book as the one who abides by dhikr.

           Linguistically the word dhikr has two meanings: dhikr from the heart and dhikr through speech, both of which have been used in the Holy Quran. Therefore if you wish to be included among those who are constantly God-conscious, you should remember Him from the bottom of you heart and with the power of your intellect. Your efforts with regard to this should be reflected in your conduct and behavior wherever you are: on your own, in the company of friends, in the street - and whatever mood you are in. You should only do what is acceptable to God. Whatever you do should be done with the intention of  Obedience to Him, and this includes abstention from what is forbidden. Your indulgence in what is allowed should be with the intention of seeking His reward. -And if you have two different choices. always go for the one which is nearer to God and farther from the temptation to being misled.

           If you are caught off guard and are drawn away from the path of God, but realize what you have done later, you always have the chance to repent and ask for forgiveness. Verily, they who are conscious of God bethink themselves (of Him) whenever any dark suggestion from Satan touches them - whereupon, lo! they begin to see things clearly. (7:201).

           The best way of remembering God is coordinating and integrating the way you speak with the way you feel. Anything you say coming from a mind preoccupied with something else unrelated to the matter at hand, holds no real meaning. For example, a street vendor wanting to sell his wares may repeat, "God is generous'" to attract people's attention to what he is selling, rather than because he is really remembering God. Similarly we cannot take someone seriously who is drinking alcohol, or singing crude songs while talking about God.

           The best forms of dhikr are those uttered when we recite the Holy Quran, while kneeling and prostrating in prayer or as suggested by our Prophet, peace be upon him. These days, congregations of dhikr are performed in a way that is regarded unfavorably in Islam. Dhikr performed through dance or other movements and making rather strange sounds are also not allowed, unless such dancing is performed by someone in a state of divine ecstasy.

2 ) Fear and Hope :
           One form of remembering God is to 'fear' Him – to be in awe of Him - and to be aware of how we can suffer if we'. forget Him, and to hope for His pardon- Let us examine those two concepts in detail. We must always bear in mind that God settles an account quickly and we soon feel great discomfort when we lose our way and forget Him. A real awareness of this 'punishment' makes us eager to please Him, as we realize that this makes us feel much more comfortable and at ease. While this realization a induces fear in us, recognition of His readiness to forgive reminds us of His great compassion and generosity and consequently inspires us with hope. A God-fearing heart will always receive His mercy. Verily, none but people who deny the truth can ever lose hope of God's life-giving mercy. (12:87) A person who lives in an illusion of hopes without being aware of God's power may feel that he is protected from what is in store for him. God says the following about such people:

           “But none feels secure from God's deep devising save people who are already lost. (7:99)” 
      As mentioned earlier there is no similarity between the Creator and the created. This means that the fear you have for the Creator is not the same as the fear you have for His Creatures. For example you would be terrified if a lion confronted you, showing its teeth, and you were unarmed and unable to protect yourself. But fear of God is completely different. You might be able to ward off the lion's attack but you cannot ward off what is willed by God. Here is another example. You may be caught in a violent flood and panic that it will sweep you away. But that fear is not like the fear of God Who has caused the flood and Who, if He so desires, has the power to stop it or cause it to flow again. It may be possible to escape from the flood, whereas there is no escape from the suffering of God's punishment when it occurs. Fear of illness, hardships, loss of your near and dear ones, 'financial loss, etc., cannot equal the fear of God the all-powerful and Omniscient. If he wills he may cause you great hardship. And if He wills He may spare you. But no creature can cure you of any illness which your Creator has inflicted on you. A Muslim must therefore be aware of the importance of 'both hope and fear. This can be demonstrated very simply in our prayer , when we utter the phrase, "God the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful", followed by "Lord of the Day, of Judgment ". 
         Unfortunately most Muslims these days put more importance on hope and pardon, than on fear and punishment. However, this does not mean that a devout Muslim should grow complacent simply because he performs all the duties God has ordained and abstains from what is forbidden. He should continue exerting himself and aspire for a privileged position in the next life, and not be like the student who just manages to scrape through his exams without getting a high grade.
3 ) Tawakkul (Trust in God) : 
       God the Almighty says in the Holy Quran:

                “ If you believe in God, place your trust in Him.                   (10:84).”
                 “ God loves those who place their trust in Him.                     (3: 159).”
        What is the meaning and significance of tawakkul? We stated earlier that God has created both good and bad, and that the laws He has laid down for the universe contain the means for achieving both. Does tawakkul mean therefore that we can resign responsibility for what happens, saying that everything is God's responsibility? There were among the Sufis those who interpreted tawakkul as meaning they could abandon their responsibilities and instead of earning their living, they waited for work to find them without taking action to look for it. If one of them fell sick they left him without medical care, hoping he would be cured without medicine or treatment. They would also travel across the desert without food or water, expecting to be bestowed with whatever they required without making, any effort. They had the same attitude towards seeking knowledge. To prove their point they would misquote the verse from the Holy Quran which reads:

                “And remain conscious of God, since it is God Who                   teaches you. (2:282).”
         But this is only a portion of a verse, and anyone reading the whole of it would realize that the meaning they claimed is not the true interpretation. Even if we were to accept their statement for the sake of argument and presume that we can attain knowledge simply by being conscious of God, we could still reason by saying that God-consciousness is attained by abiding by what is ordained by God. As He ordains the seeking of knowledge, anyone failing to abide by that is not a truly God-conscious person, and therefore his attitude is contrary to Divine guidance. There are people who live only to make money, and their whole lives are orientated towards that goal, and there are people who believe that the means justify the end, and that it is by means alone that logical results are achieved. In fact such an assumption is contrary to reality because the desired result is often not achieved, in spite of the availability of the means. For example, two patients in hospital may receive identical treatment from the same doctor and one may recover while the 'other may die. Similarly, a farmer could use the latest methods and machinery, sow the best quality seeds and fertilise his land with the best fertilizer available, yet a cold spell or some other drastic weather conditions could lay waste to all his efforts.
         Therefore the means alone cannot produce the end result. However, it is not sensible to ignore them altogether. The right course is to be led by Divine guidance. We can employ all the ; means at our disposal and pray to God to grant us the result rather like tying a camel and entrusting its safety to God, or preparing yourself as well as you can for an exam, and trusting God and praying to Him for your success. This is the true meaning of Tawakkul - trust in God. It does not mean ignoring whatever is at our disposal to get a job  done, nor should we disregard the universal laws He has laid down: at the same time, however, we must be aware of the fact that God alone bestows what is good or bad. We need the means to achieving what we wish, and employing the means available to us is away of obeying God. However, we cannot resort to the means alone as the results are in God's hands. Therefore, anyone genuinely trusting God will use every lawful  means at his disposal to achieve his goal and will firmly  believe that it is God Who grants success.
4 ) Gratitude :
          Gratitude represents the sense of contentment we feel with whatever comes our way, good or bad. God says in the Holy Quran:
                “  He who is grateful (unto God) is but grateful for the good of his own self. (31:12).

                 God will requite all who are grateful (to Him).(3:144)”
         Being grateful for whatever befalls us, believing that it comes from God, is a fruit of faith. Normally we express gratitude to someone who has been good to us, but that person is only a channel through which God has granted us that good, By the same token we also feel guilty. if we de not express our thanks to that person. So what can be said about our immense gratitude to God, Who has granted us the power of our senses of perception, the functions of all our organs, besides granting us health and safety, the earth from which we can survive, and countless other blessings, so many that we could never make a statistical record of them!

         Man does not always realize the value of God's blessings on him until he is deprived of them. Someone with bad toothache would realize what a blessing it would be not to have any more pain, but once the pain has gone he may forget the blessing. We realize the blessings of having money when we have financial difficulties. And look how restless we become when there is a power cut and our home is plunged into darkness. Once the power comes back though, we forget to appreciate it.

          So is it not necessary to thank God for His countless blessings on you? This can be done through words and actions. The words of gratitude we can often repeat are, "Praise be to God.. Oh my Lord unto You be all praise!".

          Showing gratitude through action is sharing what you enjoy with others. A rich man would show his gratitude by helping the poor, a strong person would help the weak, a person in authority can always stand by truth and justice; if, for instance, you are enjoying a five course meal while your neighbor is starving, it would be an act of ingratitude to God on your part if you did not give a share of your food to your neighbor. Actions speak louder than words, and it isn't enough just to repeat the words. "Praise be to God!" a thousand times.

           You can express your gratitude to God by truly appreciating whatever you have been given, without being discontented or greedy or envying others who have more than you do. So a truly grateful person is  grateful at heart, and contented with what God has given  him. He will help the poor and the needy and continuously express his gratitude to God.

5 ) Patience : 
            A Muslim enjoys two different kinds of blessings, good fortune, for which he gives thanks, recognizing it as a reward from God, and patience: if misfortune comes his way he is patient and realizes that in the long run he will receive a reward from God. The reward God grants a poor man who puts up with his poverty with fortitude will be equal to, if not more than, the reward to a rich man who is grateful to God.

             “And most certainly shall We grant unto those who are patient in adversity their reward, in accordance with the best that they ever did.               (16:96).”
          Life in this world is not an eternal bed of roses, and there are bound to be prickly patches, like illness, financial loss or betrayal by a friend. Such crises are all part of life. An Arab poet said: Life has confronted you with many unsavory things , whereas you wished it to be pure of all dirt and anything unsavory He who yearns ever for the cool shades of time. Is like one who craves for the warmth of fire in the midst of winter.

          God says in the Holy Quran:

                    “ An most certainly shall We try you by something of fear and hunger and loss of wealth of lives and of (labor’s) fruits. But give glad tidings                       unto those who are patient in adversity. (2:15-156).”

        You cannot escape from problems and crises, but you have a choice either to bear them with patience or to rebel against them. The latter reaction solves nothing and only makes you more miserable. Dealing with problems with perseverance is the first category of patience.

         The second category is self-control. A young man may be surrounded by beautiful girls flaunting themselves at him, and he may feel sexually aroused, but his fear of God will make him lower his gaze, refusing to cross the threshold of the door to forbidden pleasure, even though it is wide open. An employee may be offered a bribe equal to six month's salary, but refuses to accept it even though he may need it desperately; or a student may have the opportunity to look up the answers in his book while he is taking an exam, but refrains, in spite of the fact that he would be sure to pass if he cheated. All these are acts of restraint representing patience. We are always tempted to follow our desires ,even though we know that giving in to them is bad forus. But the person who, even though he is surrounded by temptations, manages to steer clear of them is truly patient.

          The third category of patience is adhering to God's will. Like the performance of prayers, especially fajr, when we have to get out of our warm beds to pray, the observance of Ramadan, particularly during the summer months when we cannot drink, and the payment of zakat and giving of alms, even though we may be reluctant to part with our money However, all these acts represent our obedience to God's commands. Leading a spiritual life in this day and age when we see so much wrong doing all around us can be rather like a man holding a hot poker in his hand! A religious person may be laughed at and humiliated by the public, or even persecuted by those in power. Some people may have a cut in their salaries or be banished from their countries because of their religious beliefs. But anyone who firmly sticks to his beliefs, despite such trials and tribulation, is like those whom God has described in the following verses:

             “ those who, having attained to patience in adversity, in their Sustainer place their trust.                (16:42).”
              “Those who will be given their reward twice over because they are patient and repel evil with good and spend of that We have provided them.                  (28:54).”

         “ But none is granted it, save those who are steadfast, and none is granted it save the owner of great happiness. (41:35).”
6 ) Submission to God's Will :
          We mentioned earlier that faith is an aspect of the heart and a territory known only to God. However, outward appearances can be observed by everyone, and we therefore differentiate a believer from a nonbeliever through his actions and words. Thus Islam is the manifestation of inner faith.

           The meaning of the word 'Islam' is to submit. A child submits to his parents because he trusts them, and we submit to our partners out of love and desire, and a person who. has been defeated submits or surrenders to his conquerors. This last example is based on fear of the victor. But a believer submits to God's will totally and unconditionally. He obeys every command, even though he may not know the reason behind it or the benefit to be derived from it, and he stays away from whatever God has forbidden, without necessarily understanding the reason behind the prohibition.

            This submission has two aspects : 

       The first is practical and can be observed in the form of obedience in actions and speech,- points which we shall be discussing later when discussing Islam as a practical faith. The other aspect concerns our mental attitude, which is what we shall be discussing now while we are talking about faith. 
      The second aspect refers to our inner acceptance of God's will. It is a contentment which brings peace of mind and therefore gives us the courage of our conviction. As a result of such contentment, we have no difficulty in carrying out our duties and keeping away from what is forbidden, without hesitation or complaint. God the Almighty says in the Holy Quran:
                 “But nay, by thy Lord, they will not believe (in truth) until they make thee judge of what is in dispute between them. (4:65) (which is the practical aspect).  and find within themselves no dislike of that  which thou decidest, and submit with full submission (4:65) “ (which is the inner, mental                     aspect)             
         This represents our mental attitude. It is clear from these verses that faith in God depends basically on our being convinced in our hearts about the rightness of the Divine Command, and therefore we can accept it with full satisfaction. The only response of believers whenever they face the judgment of God and His Apostle can therefore be no other than:
                 “ We have heard and we pay heed! - and it is they, they who shall attain to a happy state. (24:51).”
        Some people always want to know the wisdom behind what is required of them. It is as if they would like to withhold their compliance until they know about it. But this wisdom can be perceived either through the actual text, or by inference - or it may not be perceived at all. In the case that it cannot be perceived, does this mean we disobey our Lord? How would you feel if you had a child who refused to obey you without first knowing the wisdom and reasons behind , whatever it is you want him to do? You would probably think he was rather strange. Perhaps you want to satisfy his curiosity, but because the matter is urgent, you have no time to explain. On the other hand it may be something which needs to be kept secret. But if your son still fails to understand the situation and insists on knowing the reason, you would find his: behavior defiant, and expect him to obey you because he is your son and you are his parent- Similarly, a military officer refusing to carry out the commander's orders without first knowing the reasons and purpose behind them, would probably end up being court martialled.
       Yet God's precedence over his worshippers is far beyond that of parents over their children or army officers over-soldiers. It is His precedence that we obey Him in all respects, regardless of whether they are in harmony with our own desires; or not. It is not for us to look for proof and to strain our minds to' find a viewpoint from the books of jurisprudence to support; our inclinations. And we should not take the foreign vacillations and traditions which we have imbibed into our; culture in form and content as authoritative evidence against the Divine Writ, 'tailor-making' the text to suit our own interpretation. We have done this even at the risk of going outside the principles of Islamic teaching m case our religion contradicts the values and traditions of foreign civilizations.

7 ) Rigidity and Flexibility

        To love and hate for God's sake are also proofs of faith, For example, we may love someone who is religious and God -fearing even though we do not gain any material benefit from him. And we may dislike an arrogant unbeliever, even though he has not done us any harm. We may have very close links with him, but we still dislike him and keep away from him because the bond of brotherhood in religion is stronger than brotherhood based on kinship or affinity, or the fraternity of lineage and nobility by birth. Prophet Noah's son was, by Divine Writ, excluded from his family because of his blasphemy- God Almighty has ordained that there should be no friendship and peaceful coexistence between believers and adamant transgressors against religion. There is no Divine sanction for "peaceful coexistence" however strong the relations may be between the two parties. The Holy Quran states: “Thou canst not find people who (truly) believe in                God and the Last Day and (at the same time) love anyone who contends against God and! his Apostle. (58:22).”
       This does not mean that they are compelled to accept Islam. However, it does mean that they should be prevented from creating obstacles in the path of Islam and from opposing its message. They are most welcome to accept our religion if they are convinced about it and become one of us, enjoying the rights and privileges we enjoy and taking on the same responsibilities. Or, if they wish, they may keep to their own religion, in which case we shall reciprocate and maintain peace with them, as long as they do not oppose our faith.
        This means that a believer's feelings of love and dislike are purely for the sake of his religion. His love is expressed through his generosity, courtesy, patience and sacrifice. He may humiliate himself for his brother's sake and take this in his stride, or sacrifice something which he really needs for his brother's sake. His feelings of hatred for God's sake become manifest through his anger and resentment. He defends his faith vehemently and fights against its enemies with ail his might. He is therefore at the same time flexible and rigid, hard and kind. He reserves his tolerance and kindness for his brothers in Faith, and his harshness and vehemence are directed towards the enemies of his faith and evil forces. The Holy Quran states : 
               “Muhammad is God’s Apostle, and those who are With him are firm and unyielding towards the disbelievers. (48:29).”
               “ humble towards the believers, proud toward all who deny the truth: (people) who strive hard in God's cause, and do not fear to be censured by anyone who might censure them. (5:54).”
       These verses describe the attitude of believers when they spared no effort for the sake of jihad-1- striving hard in God's cause. But when we gave up jihad and did not abide by God's. will, and started fighting among ourselves and were submissive in the face of our enemies. God caused us to suffer greatly by allowing us to be dominated by those who do not fear Him or have any mercy for us. Such people have ruled our lands and become masters.

8 ) Repentance And Atonement :
          God has made man grow used to the easy pleasures of a fleeting life, such as wealth, sex and fame. Also, man very quickly succumbs to the character traits of anger, revenge and corruption, and is ever tempted to be misguided by negative forces within. So how can he save himself from such temptations?

          In fact God, out of His mercy, has given man the opportunity for repentance. Through repentance and atonement man can transform this record of wrong actions into one of good actions and still be rewarded  in the life hereafter. God the Almighty is indeed ever-forgiving: “ Excepted however, shall be they who repeat and attain to faith and do righteous deeds: for it is                     they whose .(erstwhile) bad deeds God will transform into good ones, that God is indeed much- forgiving, a dispenser of grace. (25:70).”
         Provided we are genuinely repentant, the door of repentance is open for us as long as we live, and stays open till we draw our last breath-until that hour when the dying man's soul reaches his throat. It is the hour when we face the truth as conveyed by the Prophet, peace be upon him. The sum and substance of a person's repentance will be manifest at that labour, As repentance is an expression of voluntary surrender to God, it will be of no avail when a man draws his last breath if he did not opt to repent consciously when he had the chance. This type of last-minute repentance is more an action performed under duress than one done voluntarily. God the Almighty says: Verily, God's acceptance of repentance relates only to those who do evil out of ignorance and then repent before their time runs out; and it is they unto whom God will turn again in His mercy - for God is all knowing, wise; whereas repentance shall not be accepted from those who do evil deeds until their dying hour and then say, "Behold, I now repent!" nor from those who die as deniers of truth ... (4:16 -18)”. Resisting temptation and being determined not to behave sinfully again are among the basic conditions for genuine repentance. For example, you could not accept an apology from someone who throws dirty water at you, apologizes when you complain, but threatens to do the same thing the next day.

       Repentance has two aspects, spiritual and physical. The spiritual aspect is reflected in curability to realize how much damage sinful actions can cause, and the physical aspect represents itself in how you restrain yourself from doing them in the first place by applying the brakes at the right moment the self carries the blame , however, if it fails to do so. In other words, a crime committed by someone who is not aware of its seriousness is much less when compared to someone who is fully aware of its  consequences.

      The second point regarding repentance is that good actions should predominate - the urge to abide by noble values rather than upholding values which are destructive and corrupt. In other words, repentance should reflect itself in a change of behaviour. The Holy Quran states :

                “And when those who believe in Our revelations come unto thee, say: Peace be unto you ! Peace be unto you! Your Lord has prescribed for Himself                                  mercy that those of you who doeth evil through ignorance and repentant afterward thereof and doeth right (for him) lo! He is forgiving, merciful. (6:54).”
               “ But whosoever repenteth after his wrongdoing and amendeth, lo ! God will relent toward him. Lo! God is forgiving, merciful.'(3:89).”
                  “Except those who repent and amend and make manifest (the truth). These if is toward whom 1 relent. I am the Relenting, the Merciful.                    (2:160).”
        One has to turn over a new leaf by genuinely trying not to transgress against Divine Law and being determined not to repeat one's mistakes. But if, despite your resolve, your willpower fails you, or circumstances force you to do wrong, then you repent again, you will be forgiven even if the same situation reoccurs. However, if your determination weakens and you say to yourself, "Never mind. I'll fulfill my desire to do such and such a wrongful act this time,  and then ask for forgiveness" your repentance is not  genuine and will therefore not be accepted. It is sufficient to repent by abstaining from wrongful acts while being fully aware of what you are doing. God in His greatness will forgive you. But say you hurt another human being by stealing his money or hurting him physically, giving false witness, gossiping or blackmailing, etc. In all such instances you need to put things right with the person concerned or receive his forgiveness. In turn. God may show you mercy. Otherwise, on the Day of Judgment that person may get credit for all your good actions, while you will have to bear the brunt of his misdeeds. But however many sins are committed, the door of repentance is ever open, and we should never think God will not forgive us. In fact, despairing of his forgiveness is the gravest sin of all' Oh you servants of Mine who have transgressed against your own selves! Despair not of God's mercy. Behold, God forgives all sins. (39:53).

         Thus true repentance is to give up doing what we know is wrong and consciously to do what we know to be right. One should ask for forgiveness from God alone as ordained in the Holy Quran:

  “He brought you into being out of the earth and made you thrive thereon. Ask him, therefore, to forgive you your sins, and then turn towards Him with                    repentance (11:61).”
“ Hence ask your Sustainer to forgive you your sins, turn towards Him in repentance. For verily my Sustainer is a dispenser of grace, a fount of love. (11:90).”
  “ Hence  my people, ask your Sustainer to forgive you your sins, and then turn towards Him in repentance (11:52).”
       The Prophet also addressed the subject of repentance in the same way, urging us to ask for God's forgiveness and save ourselves from punishment in the life hereafter. Sinful people can be put into various categories, one being those who live and die in blasphemy, for whom there is no hope of forgiveness: Verily, God does not forgive the ascribing of Divinity to aught beside Him. (4:48). The fate of believers who do not spend their lives in accordance with the Divine Will, and do not ask for God's forgiveness, is in the hands of God, who may pardon them if He wishes:
            “He forgives any lesser sin unto whomever He wills. (4:48).” And if He wishes. He may punish them in the fire of hell though they may not stay there forever. No one should underestimate this. As mortals, we are unable to withstand a blaze even for a very short time, so why risk putting ourselves in a position where we might suffer the fire of hell for a long time?

        Even though God, in His mercy and generosity, forgives those who ask for repentance after they have transgressed  the  greatest reward of all is for those who deliberately stay away I from temptation, even when it is very strong, because of the deep respect they have in their hearts for the power of God. For example, a man may be Just about to be unfaithful to his wife when he remembers God's wishes and is tempted no further, even though he is extremely aroused. Only a man who , has been divinely bestowed with a strong will-power is able to restrain himself from getting involved in the first place. Getting embroiled in situations like this is rather like conducting an experiment on a dangerous contagious disease and making sure you inhale the germs at the time. Anyone who survives must have built up a strong immunity, but the chances against him catching the disease would be about one : Percent. That example is set in the context of a physical illness. So what about our own transgressions? Indulgence in them does not help us build up our immune systems, so if we want to make sure we keep ourselves centered on God’s will we should avoid mixing with people whose ways could lead us astray. You can judge a man by the company he keeps. In fact there is a popular saying that goes, "Tell me who your friends are, and I will tell you who you are."
Let's hope that the younger generation realize the potential danger of these temptations, and pray for their guidance.

FAITH OF ANGELS

       True followers of Islam believe in the existence of angels, as affirmed in the Holy Quran. The information we are given about them is as follows: 
1 - Angels were created before the creation of mankind. And when thy Lord said unto the angels: " Lo! I am about to place a viceroy on earth. They said, "Wilt Thou place therein one who will do harm therein and will shed blood, while we hymn thy praise and sanctify thee?" He said, "Surely I know that which ye know not." (20:30)

2 - Angels were created in order to obey God totally:

    “ O ye who believe! ward off from yourselves and your families a fire whereof the fuel is men and stones, over - which are set angels strong, severe, who resist not God in that which He commandeth them, but do that which they are commanded. (66:6) ”
    “They celebrate His praises and bow down before Him. Those who bear the throne, and all who are round it, hymn the praises of their Lord and believe in        Him. (40:7)”

3 - When God has created Adam, He taught him the nature of all things and made him teach the angels about these facts since they expressed ignorance about them. Then when Adam's superiority over the angels was established. God ordered them to bow to Adam. They did this not in worship, but in reverence,

4 - Angels sometimes take the physical form of human beings. . The Holy Quran states in the chapter concerning the story of Mary:

“ Then we sent unto her Our spirit and it assumed for her the likeness of a perfect man. (19; 17) “
And Ibrahim's guests were angels in the form of human' beings, to whom a sumptuous dinner of fatted calf was laid out:'

   “ And when he saw their hands reached not to it he mistrusted them and conceived a fear of them.

    They said, "Fear not. Lo! We are sent unto the folk of Lot." (11:70) "

5 - The angles' abode is in heaven, and they come down to earth according to God's orders: 
       “We (angels) come not down save by commandment of the Lord. Unto Him belongeth all that is before us and all that is behind us and all that is between those two, and thy Lord was never forgetful. (19:64)”
6 - And the angels are grouped in various categories and denominations, according to their characteristics and degree of servitude to God. God describes      them as follows:

          “Praise be to God, The Creator of the heavens and the earth. Who appointeth the angels messengers having wings - two, three and four. He multiplieth in creation what He will. (35:1).

           “There is not one of us (angels) but hath his known position. (37:164')”
      Among the angels is Jibril (Gabriel), who conveys the revelation:  “Say (O Mohammed, to mankind): Who is an enemy to Jibril'. For he it is who hath revealed (this Scripture) to thy heart by God's leave, confirming that which was (revealed) before it, and a guidance and glad tidings to believers. (2:9)”
And among the angels are those responsible for death: 

   “ Say (one day), the angel of death who has been given charge of you will gather you, and then unto your Sustainer you will be brought back. (32:1 1)”
Among the angels are also those who blow the trumpet and the Angel Mikayil (Michael) and the bearers of the throne:

   “ Those who bear the Throne, and all who are round about it, hymn the praises of hteir Lord. (40:7) And the angels will be on the sides thereof, and eight will uphold the throne of thy Lord that day, above them. (69:17)”
And there are angels who are responsible for the comfort of those in paradise:

    “Gardens of Eden which they enter, along with all who do right of their fathers and their helpmates and their seed. The angels enter unto them from every       gate. (13:23)”
And there are still more angels who are charged with the task of inflicting punishment on those who are in hell:

   “ 0 ye who believe! Ward off from yourselves and     your families a fire whereof the fuel is men and     stones, over which are set angels strong, severe,     who resist not God in that which He commandeth them, but do that which they are ommanded.     (66:6)”
And some angels are assigned the work of recording mankind's deeds:

   “ He uttereth no word but there is with him an       observer ready. (50:18)”
      Generous and recording. (82:1 1)

And there are angels who usher men into the Divine presence on the Day of Judgement, and bear witness against them:

    “And every soul cometh, along with it a driver and a       witness. (50:21)”
7 - The Holy Quran also states that angels infuse believers with courage and fortitude at times of war: When thy Lord inspired the angels, (saying) ‘’I am with you. So make those who believe stand firm.’’ (8:12)

The angels pray for soldiers and seek God's forgiveness for them:     He it is Who blesseth you, and His angels     (bless you) that He may bring you forth from     darkness into light. (33:43)

Our Lord! Thou comprehendest all things in mercy and knowledge, therefore forgive those who repent and follow Thy way. Ward off from them ill-deeds; and he from whom Thou wardest off ill-deeds that day, him verily hast Thou taken into mercy. That is the supreme triumph. (40:7-9)

And the angels witness the dawn prayers with the believers: And (the recital of) Quran at dawn. Lo! (the recital of) the Quran at dawn is ever witnessed. (17:78)

When we pass on from this worldly life, the angels bring tidings to believers and reproach to unbelievers:     But behold as for those who say, "Our     Sustainer is God", and then steadfastly pursue the     right way-upon them do angels often descend,     (saying), "Fear not and grieve not, but receive the     glad tiding of that paradise which has been     promised to you!" (41:30)

Behold, those whom the angels gather in death while they are still sinning against themselves, (the angels) will ask, "What was wrong with you?". They will answer, "We were too weak on earth". (The angels) will say, "Was then God's earth not wide enough for you to forsake the domain of evil?". For such then, the goal is hell - and how evil a journey’s end! (4: 97) and And if thou couldst but see (how it will be) when He causes those who are bent on denying the truth to die: the angels will strike their faces and their backs, and (will say), "Taste suffering through fire in return for what your own hands have wrought, for never does God do the least wrong to His creatures (8: 50-51) The angels lead sinners to the fire and rebuke them: And those who were bent on denying the truth will     be urged on in throngs towards hell till, when they     reach it, its gates will be opened, and its keepers     will ask them, "Have there not come to you     apostles from among yourselves, who conveyed to     you your Sustainer's messages and warned you of    the coming of this your Day of Judgement?"   They     will answer, "Yea - indeed". But the sentence of     suffering will (already) have fallen upon the     deniers of the truth. (And) they will be told, "Enter     the gates of hell, therein to abide!" (39:71-72) 
And angels also greet and welcome those who enter paradise:     And those who keep their duty to their Lord are     drives unto the garden in troops till, when they reach     it and the gates thereof are opened, and the warders     thereof say unto them, "Peace be unto you! Ye are     good, so enter ye (the garden of delight), to dwell     therein." (39:73)

Angels do not marry or have children, and they are not described as being sexual beings, and males and females.

The above gives a general picture of what is mentioned about angels in the Holy Quran. And, as stated before, because they are mentioned in the Holy Quran, believers are expected to believe in them. To believe in them is among one of the basic tenets of faith.

The messenger believe in what  hath been revealed unto him from his Lord and (so do) the believers. Each one believeth in God and His angels and Hi5 scriptures and His messengers – we make no distinction between any of His messengers. (2:285)

Benefits gained by belief in Angels:
In the knowledge Belief in angels increases our awareness of God's glory and makes us more conscious of His mercy, as angels pray for believers and seek forgiveness on their behalf. 
In the knowledge that angels keep a record of all our deeds, we are able to steer clear of what would be harmful to us, as believers. What's more, we feel encouraged to embark upon noble deeds, such as Jihad, knowing that God has ordered the angels to support us. We therefore seek to behave in such a way that will lead us to heaven, where we shall be greeted by them. Likewise, we will abstain from actions which will lead us to hell, where they will rebuke us. In other words, the overall benefit from having a belief in angels is that it will make us more committed in our obedience to God, and more conscious of abstaining from doing what is against His will. And in so doing, we strengthen angelic qualities within ourselves.
Their names :

      The angels have names, but we know only the names of a few of them. We have to believe in the names reported in the Qur’aan and Sunnah texts, as a part of general belief in the angels. Among the names of angels that are known to us are:

(1) Jibreel (Gabriel) and 
(2) Mikaa’eel (Michael)

      "Say: Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel - for he brings down the (revelation) to your heart by Allah’s will, a confirmation of what went before, and guidance and glad tidings to those who believe - Whoever is an enemy to Allah, and His angels and prophets, to Jibreel and Mikaa’eel - Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith." [al-Baqarah 2:97-98]

(3) Israafeel

      From Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf, who said: "I asked ‘Aa’ishah the Mother of the Believers about what the Prophet used to start his prayer with when he got up to pray at night (qiyaam al-layl). She said: ‘When he got up to pray at night, he would start his prayer (with the words): ‘O Allah, Lord of Jibreel, Mikaa’eel and Israafeel, Creator of heaven and earth, Knower of the unseen and the seen, You are the Judge of the matters in which Your slaves differ; guide me with regard to disputed matters of Truth by Your permission, for You guide whomever You will to the Straight Path.’" (Reported by Muslim, no. 270).

(4) Malik

He is the Keeper of Hell, as Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): "They [the people in Hell] will cry: ‘O Malik! Would that your Lord put an end to us!’..." [al-Zukhruf 43:77]

(5) Munkar and 
(6) Nakeer

        From Abu Hurayrah, who said: "The Messenger of Allah said: ‘When the deceased is buried (or he said: when one of you is buried), there come to him two blue-black angels, one of whom is called Munkar and the other Nakeer. They ask him, ‘What did you used to say about this man?’ and he says what he used to say: ‘He is the slave and Messenger of Allah: I bear witness that there is no god except Allah and that Muhammad is the slave and Messenger of Allah. They say, ‘We knew beforehand that you used to say this.’ Then his grave will be widened for him to a size of seventy cubits by seventy cubits and it will be illuminated for him. Then they tell him, ‘Sleep.’ 

         He says, ‘Go back to my family and tell them.’ They tell him, ‘Sleep like a bridegroom whom no-one will wake up except his most beloved,’ until Allah raises him up. If (the deceased) was a hypocrite, he says, ‘I heard the people saying something so I said something similar; I do not know.’ They say: ‘We knew beforehand that you used to say this.’ The earth will be told to squeeze him, so he will be crushed until his ribs are interlocked, and he will remain like that until Allah raises him up.’" (reported by al-Tirmidhi, no. 1071. Abu ‘Isa said: It is a ghareeb hasan hadeeth. It is judged hasan in Saheeh al-Jaami‘, no. 724).

(7) Haaroot and 
(8) Maaroot

Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

". . . and such things as came down at Babylon to the angels Haaroot and Maaroot . . ." [al-Baqarah 2:102]

". . . and none can know the forces of your Lord, except He. And this is no other than a warning to mankind." [al-Muddaththir 74:31]

Their powers :


      The angels have great powers given to them by Allah, including the following:

The ability to take on different forms. Allah has given the angels the ability to take on forms other than their own. Allah sent Jibreel to Maryam (Mary) in the form of a man, as Allah says:

       ". . . Then We sent to her Our angel, and he appeared           before her as a man in all respects." [Maryam 19:17]

      Angels also came to Ibraaheem in human form, and he did not know that they were angels until they told him so. Similarly, angels came to Lut in the form of young men with beautiful faces. Jibreel used to come to the Prophet in different forms: sometimes he would appear in the form of Dihyah al-Kalbi, a Sahaabee who was very handsome, and sometimes in the form of a Bedouin. The Sahaabah saw him in his human form, as is reported from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab in the two Saheehs. (‘Umar) said: 

       "One day while we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah , there appeared before us a man whose clothes were exceedingly white and whose hair was exceedingly black; no signs of travel were to be seen on him, and none of us knew him. He walked up and sat down by the Prophet . Resting his knees against his and placing his hands on his thighs, he said: ‘O Muhammad, tell me about Islam.’. . ." >(Saheeh Muslim, no. 8).

        Many other hadeeth refer to the angels taking human forms, such as the hadeeth about the one who killed a hundred, in which it says ". . . there came to them an angel in human form . . ." and the hadeeth about the blind man, the bald man and the leper.

Their speed:


      The greatest speed known to man today is the speed of light; the angels are able to travel much faster than this. Hardly had an enquirer completed a question to the Prophet , but Jibreel would bring the answer from Allah.

Their duties:

      Among the angels is one whose task it was to convey the revelation from Allah to His Messengers; this is al-Rooh al-Ameen, Jibril, upon whom be peace. Allah says:

     "Say: whoever is an enemy to Jibreel - for he brings down the (revelation) to your heart by Allah’s will. . . " [al-Baqarah 2:97]

      "Which the trustworthy spirit has brought down, Upon your heart, that you may be (one) of the warners." [al-Shu‘araa’ 26:193-194]

       Another is responsible for rain, directing it wherever Allah wishes. This is Mikaa’eel, upon whom be peace. He has helpers, who do what he tells them, by the command of his Lord; they direct the winds and clouds, as Allah wills.

        Another is responsible for blowing the Trumpet, which will be blown by Israafeel at the onset of the Hour (the Day of Judgement).

       Others are responsible for taking people’s souls: these are the Angel of Death and his helpers. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): "Say: ‘the Angel of Death, put in charge of you, will (duly) take your souls, then shall you be brought back to your Lord.’" [al-Sajdah 32:11] There is no proof in any saheeh hadeeth that his name is ‘Azraa’eel.

     Others are responsible for protecting the slave throughout his life, when he stays home and when he travels, when he is asleep and when he is awake. These are the "angels in succession" concerning whom Allah says (interpretation of the meaning):

     "It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceal his speech or declare it openly, whether he be hid by night or go forth freely by day.”
      For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him by the Command of Allah. Verily! Allah will not change the good condition of a people so long as they do not change their state of goodness themselves (by committing sin and by being ungrateful and disobedient to Allah). But when Allah wills a people’s punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they will find besides Him no protector." [al-Ra‘d 13:10-11]


        Others are responsible for recording the deeds of man, good and bad. These are the "honourable scribes" (kiraaman kaatibeen) and are referred to in the aayaat (interpretation of the meanings):

         ". . . and He sends guardians (angels guarding and writing all of one’s good and bad deeds) over you . . ." [al-An‘aam 6:61]


        "Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private counsel? (Yes We do) and Our Messengers (appointed angels in charge of mankind) are by them, to record." [al-Zukhruf 43:80]


        "(Remember!) that the two receivers (recording angels) receive (each human being after he or she has attained the age of puberty), one sitting on the right and one on the left (to note his or her actions). Not a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it)." [Qaaf 50:17-18]

        "But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you,
Kiraaman (honourable) kaatibeen - writing down (your deeds)." [al-Infitaar 82:10-11]

        Others are responsible for testing people in the grave. These are Munkar and Nakeer. From Abu Hurayrah who said: "The Messenger of Allah said: ‘When the deceased is buried (or he said: when one of you is buried), there come to him two blue-black angels, one of whom is called Munkar and the other Nakeer. They ask him, ‘What did you used to say about this man?’ . . ." [The hadeeth is quoted in full above]

       Some of them are the keepers of Paradise. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

"And those who kept their duty to their Lord will be led to Paradise in groups, till, when they reach it, its gates will be opened and its keepers will say: Salaamun ‘alaikum (peace be upon you!). You have done well, so enter here, to abide therein."
[al-Zumar 39:73]

        Some of them are the keepers of Hell, the "guards of Hell", whose number is nineteen and whose leader is Malik, upon whom be peace. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning):

       "And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups, till, when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened. And its keepers will say, ‘Did not the Messengers come to you from yourselves, - reciting to you the Verses of your Lord, and warning you of the Meeting of this Day of yours?’ They will say: ‘Yes, but the Word of torment has been justified against the disbelievers!’" [al-Zumar 39:71]

      "Then. let him call upon his council (of helpers), We will call the guards of Hell (to deal with him)!" [al-‘Alaq 97:17-18]

       "And what will make you know exactly what Hell-fire is? It spares not (any sinner), nor does it leave (anything unburnt)! Burning the skins! Over it are nineteen (angels as guardians and keepers of Hell). And We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire, and We have fixed their number only as a trial for the disbelievers - in order that the People of the Scripture may arrive at a certainty and the believers may increase in Faith . . ." [al-Muddaththir 74:27-31]

       "And they will cry: ‘O Malik (Keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord make an end of us.’ He will say: ‘Verily you shall abide forever.’" [al-Zukhruf 43:77]

       One of the angels is responsible for the sperm in the womb, as is mentioned in the hadeeth of Ibn Mas‘ood (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: 

         "The Messenger of Allah , whose truthfulness is confirmed, said: ‘The way that each of you is created is that he is gathered in his mother’s womb for forty days as a sperm drop, and then for a similar length of time as a blood-clot, and then for a similar length of time as a lump of flesh. Then an angel is sent and he breathes the spirit into (the foetus), and is charged with four commands: to write down his provision, his life-span, his actions, and whether he will be wretched or happy. 

       By the One besides Whom there is no other god, one of you may do the deeds of the people of Paradise until he is just a cubit away from entering it, then his fate will overtake him and he will begin to do the deeds of the people of Hell, so he will enter Hell; and one of you may do the deeds of the people of Hell until he is just a cubit away from entering it, then his fate will overtake him and he will begin to do the deeds of the people of Paradise, so he will enter Paradise." (Reported by al-Bukhaari, al-Fath, no. 3208 and by Muslim, no. 2643).

        Some angels carry the Throne of Allah, as He describes in the Qur’aan (interpretation of the meaning): 

       "Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) (saying): ‘Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent and follow Your way, and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!’" [Ghaafir 40:7]

     Some of the angels travel throughout the world, seeking out gatherings of dhikr (remembrance of Allah). Abu Hurayrah said: 

     "The Messenger of Allah said: ‘Allah, be He be blessed and exalted, has angels who travel the highways seeking out the people of dhikr. When they find people remembering Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, they call out to one another, "Come to what you hunger for!" and they enfold them with their wings, stretching up to the lowest heaven. Their Lord asked then, and He knows better than them, "What are My slaves saying?" 

    They say: "They are glorifying, magnifying, praising and extolling You." He asks, "Have they seen Me?" They say, "No, by Allah, they have not seen You." He asks, "And how would it be if they saw Me?" They say, "They would be even more fervent and devoted in their praise and worship." He asks, "What are they asking me for?" 

     They say, "They ask You for Paradise." He asks, "And have they seen it?" They say, "No, by Allah, O Lord, they have not seen it." He asks, "And how would it be if they saw it?" They say: "They would be even more eager for it and they would beseech You even more earnestly." He asks, "And what do they seek My protection from?" They say, "From the Fire of Hell." He asks, "Have they seen it?" They say, "No, by Allah, they have not seen it." He asks, "And how would it be if they saw it?" They say: "They would be even more afraid and anxious to escape it." Allah says: "You are My witnesses that I have forgiven them." One of the angels says: "So-and-so is not really one of them; he came (to the gathering) for some other reason." Allah says, "They were all in the gathering, and one of them will not be excluded (from forgiveness)."’" (Reported by al-Bukhaari, al-Fath, no. 6408). 

      Some of them are responsible for the mountains. ‘Aa’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) asked the Prophet : "Have you ever faced any day more difficult than the day of Uhud?" 

       He said: "I suffered at the hands of your people and the worst that I suffered was what I suffered at their hands on the day of ‘Aqabah. That was when I went to call Ibn ‘Abd Yaalayl ibn ‘Abd al-Kalaal to Islam, and he did not respond. I left, feeling depressed and hardly knowing where I was going. I did not recover until I found myself in Qarn al-Tha‘aalib. I raised my head and saw that I was being shaded by a cloud. I looked, and saw Jibreel in the cloud. He called me and said: ‘Allah has heard what your people said and how they responded to you. He has sent the Angel of the Mountains so that you can tell him to do to them whatever you want.’ The Angel of the Mountains called me and greeted me, then said: ‘O Muhammad, tell me what you want me to do. If you want, I can crush them between two mountains.’" 

       The Prophet said: "All I hope for is that Allah will bring forth from their loins people who will worship Allah alone and not associate any partner with Him." (Reported by al-Buhaari, Fath, no. 3231).

        Some of them visit the Much Frequented House (al-bayt al-ma‘moor). In the lengthy hadeeth describing the Israa’ and Mi‘raaj (the Night Journey and the Ascent to Heaven), the Prophet said: 

        "Then I was taken up to the Much-Frequented House: every day seventy thousand angels visit it and leave, never returning to it again, another [group] coming after them." 

         There are also angels standing in rows, who never get tired or sit down, and others who bow or prostrate, and never raise their heads, as was reported by Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: 

         "The Messenger of Allah said: ‘I see what you do not see and hear what you do not hear. The heaven makes a noise like groaning, and it has the right to (or it is no surprise), for there is no space in it the width of four fingers, but there is an angel there, placing his forehead in sujood (prostration) to Allah. By Allah, if you knew what I know, you would laugh little and weep much, you would not enjoy your relationships with women and you would go out in the street praying to Allah.’" (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2312)

        This is a summary of Islamic teachings concerning the noble angels of Allah. We ask Allah to make us believe in them and love them. May Allah bless our Prophet Muhammad.

The Jinn :
      God Almighty has also informed us of other beings who cannot be perceived by us and who dwell in the unseen. Our inability to perceive them is similar to our not being able to see ultraviolet or infra-red rays, or hear sound waves or perceive electricity. This special species, mentioned in earlier chapters, are known as jinn.

While, unlike belief in angels, belief in jinn is not a basic tenet of faith, as jinn are mentioned in the Holy Quran they must therefore be taken note of. 
1 - The Holy Quran informs us that jinn were created from fire. However, this does not mean that they are fiery bodies burning anything that comes into contact with them. 
     It is quite possible that God may have changed them into a different form, as He did in the case of human beings. Man was created from clay, but transformed into a different entity –a structure consisting of bones, muscles, blood and a nervous system. This means, therefore, that all creations may change from one state of being to another, in accordance with God's laws for this universe. In the same way, a single cell may be transformed into different living organs of varying qualities, shapes and sizes. Similarly, if God wills. He may create different kinds of metals from a single atom, and a lush green tree from a seed.

2 -  Jinn were created before man:

      Whereas the jinn we had created, (long) before that, out of the fire of scorching winds. (15:27)

3 - Even though jinn can see us, we cannot see them. But there is nothing strange about this. For example, someone looking through binoculars can see someone far from where he is standing, but that person, the object of his view, cannot see who is looking at him. We have also invented equipment such as television and the telephone which reflect the image of the speaker to us, at the other end. So it is therefore not beyond Divine power to create beings that can see us without us seeing them.

4 - Jinn will also be judged on their actions, in the same way as humans, and will also be subject to reward and punishment. This means that hell will consist of both jinn and human beings.

And (tell them that) I have not created the jinn and men to any end other than that they may (know and) worship Me. (51:56)

But (as for those who refuse to avail themselves to Divine guidance), that word of thy Sustainer shall be fulfilled:     "Most certainly will I fill hell with invisible beings as well     as with humans, all together." (11:1 19)

5 - The Divine Message was also conveyed to jinn as revealed to both our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and Prophet Moses (peace be upon him). They said, "0 our people! Behold, we have been listening to a revelation bestowed from on high after (that of) Moses, confirming the truth of whatever there still remains (of the Torah): it guides towards the truth, and onto a straight way." (46:30)

6 - Like human beings, jinn have different characteristics, and good, obedient and evil and sinful beings dwell among them.
Just as (we do not know how it happens) that some from among us are righteous, while some of us are (far) below that: we have always followed widely divergent paths. (72:1 1)

Yet (it is true) that among us are such as have surrendered themselves to God-just as there are among us such as have abandoned themselves to wrong doing. Now as for those who surrender themselves to Him - it is they that have attained to consciousness of what is right. (72:14)

God made them (jinn) submissive to the Prophet Sulaiman (Solomon), (peace be upon him): They made for him what he willed - synagogues and statues, basins like wells and boilers built into the ground. Give thanks, O House of David! Few of my bondsmen are thankful. (34:13)

8 - Jinn do not have knowledge of the unseen. Therefore They continued to work for Sulaiman even after his death, And when We decreed death for him, nothing showed his death to them save a creeping creature of the earth, which gnawed away his staff. And when he fell, the jinn saw clearly how, if they had known the unseen, they would not have continued in despised toil. (34:14)

9 - God also challenged the jinn, in just the same way as He challenged human beings, to produce a work similar to the Holy Quran: Say: Verily though mankind and the jinn should assemble to produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like thereof though they were helpers one of another, (17:88)

10 - Jinn were curious to find out more about the nature of the heavens and tried to pick up information from Angels, However, after the advent of Islam, they were prevented from doing so and whenever they tried to find out more, they were confronted with a blazing fire. And we used to sit on places (high) therein to listen. But he who listeneth now findeth a flame in wait for him. (79:9)

Devils :
      Unbelievers among jinn are known as devils, and their father is Iblis. Some people believe that Iblis is an angel, but in fact he is a jinn. The reasons to support that are:

1 - God has said so in the Holy Quran: Behold! We said to the angels, bow down to Adam. They bowed down, except IbUs. He was one of the Jinn and he broke the command of his Lord. (18:5) Iblis disobeyed his Lord Whereas angels flinch not from the commands they receive from God. (66:6)

2- The Holy Quran states that Iblis was created from fire:     God said, "What prevented thee from bowing down when     I commanded thee?" He said, "I am better than he: Thou     didst create me from fire and him from clay. (7:12)

Devils - as mentioned in the Holy Quran

1 - The devil is enemy number one to mankind. It is he who caused the banishment of the father of all mankind from paradise. His main aim is to prevent people from entering heaven, so he tries to lead us into temptation and the path of hell. Unfortunately, many of us succumb to his temptation and are led away from the path of God, therefore disregarding the guidance shown by the prophets.
God has reprimanded man for his foolishness in giving in to temptation in such a way, instead of following His path, I which ensures mercy and forgiveness. Will ye then take him and his progeny as protectors rather than Me? And they are enemies to you! Evil would he the exchange for the wrong doers! (18:50)

2 - The above verse indicates that the devil has offspring, and these offspring are from Iblis. 

3 - While God has made the devil a predominant source of evil influence on mankind. He has not granted him the power to cause good or harm, nor any power that cannot be suppressed. The only power He has granted him is cunning. ... feeble indeed is the cunning of satan. (4:6)

... but he (the devil) cannot barm them in the least, except as God permits. (8:10) ... but he (the devil) has not authority over them. (34:21)

4 - The devil's sole occupation is to cast doubt on man's mind that the path of God is the right one to follow, and therefore the devil will try to mislead him and ultimately cause him the greatest harm.

The evil one threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct unseemly (acts). (2:268) Satan makes them promises, and creates in them false desire. But Satan's promises are nothing but deception. (4:120) The devil lures them to intoxication and gambling - an abomination of Satan's handwork... (5:93)

The devil's main task is to spread evil, immorality and dissent among all human beings. The basic rule he has laid down is to tempt man towards exhibitionism - to give up modesty and resort to crude behaviour. 
O children of Adam! Let not Satan seduce you as he caused your (first) parents to go forth from the garden and tore off from them their robe (of innocence) that be migh1 manifest their shame to them. Lo! He seeth you, he and his tribe, from whence ye see them not. Lo! we have made the devils protecting friends for those who believe not. (7:27)
The devil also strives to make what is bad appear good in the eyes of his followers.

... and the devil made all that they used to do seem fair unto them. (6:43)

He also instigates his followers to spread doubts among believers and to turn their attention away from following the way of truth by provoking arguments and disputes. God has warned us against this. ... and eat not of that whcreon God's name hath not been mentioned, for lo! it is abomination. Lo! the devils do inspire their minions to dispute with you. But if you obey them, ye will be in truth idolaters. (6:121)

The devil also persistently tries to persuade the believer to forget God and to embark on acts which lead him away from truth.

The devil hath engrossed them and so hath caused them to forget remembrance of God. They are the devil's party. Lo! is it not devils party who will be the losers. (58:19)

Lo! Those who ward off (evil), when a glamour from the devil troubleth them, they do but remember (God's guidance) and behold them seers! (7:201)

5 - Even though the devil, with his persistent tricks and intrigues is our greatest enemy, ultimately, he can neither help nor harm us. He may try his best to influence us regarding everything we do, but in fact this influence is only temptation. In the end, the choice is ours: we either give in to his temptations or disregard them and rise to sublime heights, which in turn, affect the way we conduct ourselves in our lives. This is what is meant when Satan says: "Lo! God has promised you a promise of truth; and I promised yon, then failed you. And I had no power over you save that I called unto you and ye obeyed me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can ye help me. Lo! I disbelieved in that which ye ascribed to me. Lo! for wrong-doers is a painful doom." (14:22)

When Iblis begged God to grant him respite until the Day of Resurrection and God agreed. Iblis said: 

... "My Lord! Because Thou has sent me astray, I verily shall adorn the path of error for them on earth, and shall mislead them every one." (15:39) 

And God the Almighty said:

... This is a right course incumbent upon Me. Lo! As for My servants, thou hast no power over any of them save such of the forward as follow thee." (15:41-42)
And when thou recitest the Quran, seek refuge in God from Satan the outcast. Lo! he hath no power over those who believe and put trust in their Lord. His power is only over those who make a friend of him, and those who ascribe partners unto him. (16:98-100)

6 - The devil abandons his followers in their hours of need and betrays them: Remember Satan made their (sinful) acts seem alluring to them and said(to the polytheists of Mecca on the day of the. Battle of Badr), "No one among men can overcome you this day, while I am near to you." But when the two forces came in sight of each other, he turned on his heels and said, "Lo! I am clear of you. I see what ye see not. I fear God!" (8:48)

(Their allies deceived them), like the evil one (Satan) when he says to man, "Deny God". But when (man) denies God, (the evil one) says**! am free of thee. I do fear God..." (59:16)

Human Devils

Human beings can acquire devilish characteristics when they spend their time talking against God, behaving immorally and inducing others to wear indecent clothing. Such people provoke arguments which are not founded on truth and create disharmony within the Muslim community and we should be wary of them. They Holy Quran says: Say: I seek refuge with the Lord and Cherisherof mankind, the King (or Ruler) of mankind, the God (or Judge) of mankind, from the mischief of the whisperer (of evil) who withdraws (after his whisper the same) who whispers into the hearts of mankind, among and among men. (114:1-6)

Therefore anyone who places importance on the spread of immorality in any form whatsoever is a 'human devil'; that also includes anyone who supports racialism or diverts people from their religious path. And say, "0 my Lord! I seek refuge with Thee from the suggestion of the evil ones. and I seek refuge with Thee 0 my Lord! Lest they should come near me." (23:97-98).

FAITH IN THE BOOKS :

     The Holy Quran is the Divine Book – the miracle revealed to Muhammad. Anyone who alleges that the Holy Quran was compiled by Muhammad, refuses to acknowledge him as a prophet, but is virtually describing him as a 'God'.

We Muslims say, "There is no God except God and Muhammad is His Servant and His Messenger."

The Holy Quran is a book which cannot be compiled by any human being, nor can it be revealed by anyone but God. Therefore, anyone who says that Muhammad produced the Holy Quran is attributing Divinity to him. Muhammad was illiterate. He never knew how to read or write and never went to school - in fact there was no school in his town at that time. Furthermore, the country he was born in had not known much of civilization or progress. How, then, could such a person produce a work like the Holy Quran? He came from a village surrounded by dark mountains and the wilderness of the desert - a remote place, unheard of at that time. No one in that village had any knowledge of the philosophy of Greece and Rome, nor of the literature of India and Iran. It was a village, devoid of any academic tradition and activity. There was no one even with a minimum level of education and knowledge.

      The Holy Quran excels in both its literary values and its unique treatment of law. It contains an entire legal system which is perfect in every detail. As for the theology therein, and the knowledge of the unseen, it gives information which is not known to anyone – information which the human intellect is unable to perceive. It reveals laws and phenomena pertaining to nature which were unknown to anyone, not only during the time of the Prophet" some of these laws were discovered only 1300 years later, while others still remain undiscovered.

       The Holy Quran challenges all mankind. Men and the jinn were asked to produce ten chapters or at least one, like the chapters of the Holy Quran, but they failed to produce even one chapter. This challenge is still open, and the inability still continues. The illimitability of the book is now established beyond doubt. Its excellence is noticeable in every chapter. It would be incorrect to say it can be observed in some and not in others. We may liken it to a beautiful woman whose beauty is not attributed to or dependent on any single aspect of her appearance - neither her eyes, nor her limbs or specific dimension of her body. It is the composite whole which makes her beautiful.

       However, it is possible that a person reading the Holy Quran may be charmed by the particular part he is concerned with.
One well-known government official declared his faith in Islam when he heard the

verse:
     Does man think that We cannot (resurrect him     and) bring his bones together again? Yes indeed. We are able     to make whole his very fingertips! (75:3 - 4).
This verse made the official think about the reason why the Almighty referred to the fingertips in particular. What is their significance? Indeed, the fingertips consist of the various patterns of fingerprints. There are no two people whose fingerprints are identical. No doubt it is a Divine act of creation that remained unknown until its discovery in recent times. This is further proof that the Holy Quran is a Divine book, revealed to Muhammad.

There are more facts and information that still remain undiscovered yet are written about in the Holy Quran. Every now and then scholars find some new information in it which contributes to human knowledge in general and to the better understanding of Islam by all. It is therefore essential that the Holy Quran should be reinterpreted. The man of literature should interpret it according to his field of study, likewise the legal specialist, the astronomer, the psychiatrist, the social scientist and the historian. Each may interpret it in the light of his particular area of study and prove that it is the word of God. Once the miracles of earlier prophets had happened, they were over. But the miracle of Muhammad is ever present and it is renewed every day. The miracles of the earlier prophets served as proof of the message, while in the case of Muhammad, his message itself was a miracle. May peace be upon him and all the Prophets and Messengers.

      We believe that Allah revealed books to His messengers as proof against mankind and a guidance for the righteous workers. They purified and taught them wisdom by these books. 

We believe that Allah sent down a book with every messenger, because He says: "Indeed We sent down Our messengers with the clear signs, and We sent down with them the book and the balance, so that people may uphold justice" (57:25). 

Books Known: 

Among the books that were revealed, we know: 

I ) The Torah, which was revealed to Moses, peace be upon him. It is the greatest among the Israelites' books: "Surely, We sent down the Torah, wherein is guidance and light; by its laws the Jews have been judged by the prophets who surrendered themselves to Allah, the rabbis and the doctors of law, because they were entrusted the protection of Allah's book and were witnesses thereto" (5:44). 

2) The Gospel, which Allah revealed to Jesus, peace be upon him. It is a confirmation of the Torah and a complement to it: "And we gave him the Gospel, wherein is guidance and light and confirming the Torah before it, as a guidance and an admonition to the God-fearing" (5:46); "And to make lawful to you certain things that, before, were forbidden to you" (3:50). 

3) The Psalms, which Allah gave to David, peace be upon him. 

4) The Tablets of Abraham and Moses, peace be upon them. 

5) The Glorious Qur'an, which was revealed to His Prophet Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets. It is "a guidance to the people and clear signs of guidance and the criterion between right and wrong" (2:185). 

The Scrolls of Abraham : 
      God has informed us about what is mentioned in the Scrolls of Abraham and is repeated in the Scrolls of Moses:

“ That no bearer of burdens shall be made to bear    another's burden... (53:38).”
To happiness (in the life to come) will indeed attain he who attains to purity (in this world), and remembers bis Sustfliner's name and prays (unto Him). But nay, (O men), you prefer the life of this world, although the life to come is better and more enduring. Verily (all) this has indeed been (said) in the earlier revelations - the revelations of Abraham and Moses. (87: 14 -18).

The Torah :
     The Torah is also a book revealed by God. It contains guidance for people as well as the Divine Commandments:
     But how is it that they ask thee for judgement     seeing that they have the Torah, containing God's     injunctions. (5:43).
Verily it is we who bestowed from on high the Torah, wherein there was guidance and light. (5:44). And among the Divine commandments it contains are: And We ordained for them in that (Torah): a life for a life, and an eye for an eye, and a nose for a nose, and an ear for an ear, and a tooth for a tooth, and a (similar) retribution for wounds. (5:45).
The Torah also contains the glad tidings about the coming of our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Those who shall follow the (last) Apostle, the unlettered Prophet whom they shall find described in the Torah that is with them. (7:151).
And the Torah describes the believers as follows:     
Muhammad is God's Apostle; and those who are     (truly) with him are Firm and unyielding towards     all deniers of the Truth, (yet) full of mercy towards     one another. Thou canst see them bowing down,     prostrating themselves in prayer, seeking favour     with God and (His) goodly acceptance: their marks     are on their faces, traced by prostration. This is     their parable in the Torah. (48:29).

The Psalms :
      And so to David We gave the Psalms. (4:163).

It is mentioned in the Psalms that the righteous will inherit the earth. God Almighty says in the Holy Quran:
    Before this We wrote in the Psalms, after the     Message (given to Moses): "My servants the     righteous shall inherit the earth." (21:105). 
The earth in this verse may perhaps mean paradise, as is understood in another verse: And they will exclaim: "All praise is due to God, who has made His promise to us come true, and has bestowed upon us in this land (of bliss) as our portion, so that we may dwell in paradise as we please.’’ (39:74).

The Bible :
      ... and We vouchsafed unto him the Gospel, wherein there was guidance and light, confirming the truth of whatever there still remained of the Torah... (5:46).

And that the Bible contains the Divine Laws: Let then, the followers of the Gospel judge in accordance with what God has revealed therein. (5:47).

We are also informed that the Bible comprises the amended laws of the Torah: And (I have come) to confirm the truth of whatever there still remains of the Torah, and to make lawful unto you some of the things which (aforetime) were forbidden to you... (3:50).

The Bible, like the Torah, conveys the glad tidings of the advent of Muhammad and a description of the believers. Thus we believe in the books that the Almighty has revealed, and we respect the prophets. May God bless them. 
The Qur'an Is Protected from Change: 

The Qur'an is "confirming the scripture that was before it and stands as a guardian over it." Thus, by means of the Qur'an, Allah abrogated all the previous revealed books. Allah has also guaranteed its protection from any play or mischievous distortion: "Indeed, We sent down the message and We will guard it" (15:9), for the Qur'an is a proof against mankind till the Day of Judgment. 

Previous Scriptures Changed: 

The previous scriptures were meant for a limited period. Their use ended with the revelation of the Qur'an, which abrogated them and exposed their distortions and changes. That is why they were not protected from corruption. They underwent distortion, addition, and omission: "Some of the Jews pervert words from their meanings" (4:46); "So woe to those who write the Book with their hands, and then say: 'This is from Allah,' that they may sell it for a little price. So woe to them for what their hands have written, and woe to them for their earnings" (2:79); "Say, who sent down the Book that Moses brought as a light and a guidance to people? You put it into sheets of paper showing some of them and concealing much" (6:91); "And there is a group among them who twist their tongues with the Book, that you may think it is a part of the Book but it is not part of the Book. And they say 'It is from Allah,' yet it is not from Allah, and they tell a lie against Allah and they know it. It is not for any human being to whom Allah has given the Book, the Wisdom and the Prophet hood to say to men 'Worship me instead of Allah"' (3:79); "People of the Book! Our Messenger has come to you, making clear to you many things you have been concealing of the Book and forgiving you of much. A light has come to you from Allah and a glorious Book, with which He will guide whoever follows His pleasure in the way of peace, and brings them forth from darkness into the light by His will" (5:15-16). 

FAITH IN THE PROPHETS :

      The angels, jinn and prophets are all created by God and act as His servants; this is a basic tenet laid down by the Holy Quran, It is God who created them - and it is He Who regulates their course in life on earth. Like everyone else, they do not have the ability to cause either good or harm, unless God so wishes. 
All prophets are human beings, and therefore, like human beings, they are born, die, fall ill and enjoy good health; eat and drink and do not differ from them in their material way of being.

Prophets are void of divinity, as divinity is exclusive to God, but they do receive revelations, a fact which caused wonder and astonishment among earlier generations. Regarding this attitude. God says in the Holy Quran:

Is it a matter of wonderment to me that we have sent our inspiration to a man from among themselves-that he should warn mankind (of their danger) and give the good news to the believers. (10:2).

And naught prevented mankind from believing when the guidance came unto them save that they said, ‘’Hath God sent a mortal as (His) messenger?" (17:94).

God the Almighty replied by saying that a prophet is one among the community to which he is sent: 

Say: If there were upon the earth angels walking secure. We would have sent down for them from heaven an angel as messenger. (17:95).
Those who were astonished argued saying, ‘’Ye are but mortals like us, who would fain turn us away from what our fathers used to worship. Then bring some clear warrant." (14:10).

The prophets answered:

"We are but mortals like you, but God giveth grace unto whom He will of His slaves. It is not ours to bring you a warrant unless by the permission of God.’’ (14:11).

And they argued saying, "What aileth this messenger (of God) that he eat the food and walk the in the markets?" (25:7). 

And the Divine answer to those who argued was:

They say, "Why is not an angel sent down to him?" If we did send down an angel, the matter would be settled at once, and no respite would be granted them. If we had made it an angel, we should have sent him as a man, and we should certainly have caused them confusion in a matter which they have already

covered with confusion. (6:8 - 9).

The Prophet - A True Profile :

      The Prophet is only superior to other human beings, inasmuch as he has been bestowed with divine revelation. God says to Muhammad: 

Say thou, "I am but a man like you; it is revealed to me." (41:6).

       The word 'but' occurs in this verse for the purpose of restriction and qualification, and it also excludes any possibility of the Prophet having any qualities which are incompatible with human beings. This is further emphasized in this verse, by the words 'like you'.

       As we said before, physically a prophet is just like us. But he differs from us in the way he behaves, his outstanding qualities and his greatness. Even if Muhammad had not been the last of the Prophets, he would have certainly been the greatest of the great and a hero of heroes. But if a prophet is like us, can he make the same mistakes? The answer to that question is as follows:

1 - No prophet will miscommunicate the Divine message and teaching the path of God. A prophet cannot go wrong on such occasions, as when he gives such teaching he is acting as a 'channel' for the Divine Source, and therefore does not "say of his own desire." (53:3).
O mankind! The Apostle hath come to you in truth from God. (4:170).

After receiving prophethood, it is impossible for a prophet to be anything but completely just and fair in his behaviour or to conduct himself in any way that contradicts his image as a perfect human being. This is because God has made him a shining example for us to use as a model for our own behaviour.

Ye have indeed in the apostle of God a beautiful pattern (of conduct). (33:21).

All prophets are deemed to be like this. There was indeed in them an excellent example for you to follow. (60:6).

Such a quality requires a prophet to be above any vices and shortcomings.

2 - the prophet may sometimes make a mistake with regards to religious teaching, but this is only when he exercises his own independent thinking concerning a matter about which he has not received Divine guidance. Any prophet may commit such an error. However, God does not endorse such mistakes, in fact. He corrects them and shows them the right path, as happened in the incident with the blind person, as narrated in the Holy Quran in Surah 80, entitled 'He frowned', and also the incident involving the captives, after the battle of Badr. On both these occasions the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), acted on his own opinion, which was later disapproved of through revelation.

I pondered over his attitude towards the blind man, and said to myself, "If God had not revealed this Surah, He frowned', and had the Prophet explained the reasons for his attitude to the politicians and wise and learned men of that time, would anyone of them have found fault with him or would they have unanimously approved of his action?"

During this incident the Prophet, (peace be upon him), was engrossed in a discussion with a group of eminent men whom he was eager to win over to his side. At that time, one of his followers came up to him wanting clarification on a matter which was in no way urgent and could have waited until the Prophet had finished the task at hand. Would anyone have behaved differently in such a case? And could anyone deny that his action was correct? While he acted correctly according to human reasoning, this was overruled by Divine revelation for factors beyond the scope of the human minds. And of course. Divine reasoning is beyond any shortcoming whereas human thinking can be partial and misconstrued.
The same may be said regarding the stand taken by the Prophet about the captives of the battle of Badr: according to Divine revelation it was an incorrect stand, even though it would have been Judged correct by the most serious-minded and wise men. However, it is important not to criticize these incidents as being mistakes made by a great man. What we can learn from them is that divine revelation is above the wisdom of every mortal.

3 - A prophet may make mistakes regarding administrative or military matters, because a prophet is a human being, and he thinks and acts like one. When he was deliberating on such matters, the Prophet Muhammad's companions would ask him whether his decision was based on Divine revelation or bis own thinking. If he said that it was not a Divine directive but rather his own opinion, they would also express their personal views, which he would either accept or reject.

To illustrate this, we can look at the incident of the battle of Badr. The companions asked, "O Prophet of God, is this a location assigned to you by the Almighty, which means we can neither advance nor retreat from it, or did you decide to come here of your own will and discretion, thinking it was a tactical move?" When he answered that he had acted upon his own decision, they suggested a different move which he accepted and acted upon. Similar changes in his decision occurred during the digging of the trench and the truce with the tribe of Ghatafan, during that battle.

4 - The Prophet expressed his own views, with regard to everyday matters, such as industry, agriculture and medicine. Of course, he may have been wrong, as such knowledge belongs to specialists in those areas. For example, he was wrong in his opinion of how to pollinate date palms.

But this was not a shortcoming, as no one however great in his knowledge and learning, can be expected to know about everything. In this case the pollinating of date palms is a purely agricultural matter and the Prophet's opinion was off the cuff. He neither pushed them to accept his view, nor did he accredit it to Divine revelation.
When he realised his mistake he told them, "You know better regarding your worldly affairs." 
The Prophet Has No Knowledge of the Unseen The Holy Quran states that the Prophet has no knowledge of the metaphysical world, and that God has commanded him to inform mankind of that fact: 

Say: I tell you not that with me are the treasures of God nor do I know what is hidden, nor do I tell you I am an angel. I but follow what is revealed to me. (6:50).

Say: I have no power over any good or harm to myself, except as God willeth. If I had knowledge of the unseen,! should have multiplied all goods, and no evil should have touched me: I am but a warner and a bringer of glad tidings to those who have faith. (7: 188).

The Prophet (peace be upon him), conveyed to mankind the above Divine Message; the same Message is contained in the Holy Quran and recited by all Muslims.

Many Prophets, One Message

God Almighty states in the Holy Quran that a prophet was sent to every nation: ... there never was a people without a warner having lived among them (in the past) (35:24).

However, the Holy Quran does not mention all the prophets: Of some apostles we have already told thee the story; of others we have not. (4:164). All the prophets were sent to convey faith in the oneness of God and the importance of following His path. The main principles of Islam are, therefore, the same as those of earlier religions, taught by earlier prophets. 
The same religion has He established for you as that which he enjoined on Noah- that which We have sent by inspiration to thee - and which we enjoined on Abraham, Moses and Jesus: namely, that ye should remain steadfast in religion and make no division therein. (42:13).

Each prophet was sent to his people to teach and explain the Divine Message in their language. 

And never have we sent forth any apostle otherwise than (with a message) in his own people's tongue, so that he might make (the truth) clear unto them. (14:4).

The Divine Message revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was the last message  and it is addressed to all mankind, and he was the last prophet. All Divine Revelations ceased with his departure from this world and thus religion was complete.

Today have I perfected your religious law for you and have bestowed upon you the full measure of My blessing, and willed that selfsurrender unto Me shal! be your religion(5:3).

The Answer to an Important Question

Many people may wonder why the message brought by the Prophet Muhammad was addressed to all mankind whereas other messages had been given only to their respective peoples. How can this message remain unchanged and unamended whilst other messages have been changed?

The answer to this question is, though God Almighty knows better, that the message of Islam is viable and suitable for every age and place. Islamic tenets of faith and principles of worship have been given in explicit and detailed texts. It admits no change or amendment because these tenets and principles do not need to be changed with the times, and they do not vary according to different traditions or conventions. It is important to note that concerning constitutional issues, financial matters and administrative dealings which are affected by changing times and tradition. The Divine directives were conveyed in the form of broad principles. Like the foundations of a building, the structure built upon it is left to the discretion of every age and every society, and provided they are adhered to, are perfectly viable. Here are some brief examples.
Islam teaches that a ruler should be selected by Consensus of his nation, and that he should have the necessary qualities for performing the duties of the state. He should abide by the Islamic Constitution, which is the Holy Quran, and seek the opinion of those in power.

In fact, every society throughout the ages has been given the freedom to decide how they will select their leader, the procedure they will use to appoint positions of authority, etc. In Islam, rule by justice is compulsory. But we are given freedom to determine the course of justice, ways of appointing judges and legal procedures. With regards to legal contracts, we have been given general rules that ensure the rights and privileges of the two parties involved. Rules concerning accurate wording and the expression of intent of the two sides have also been laid down. Any type of contract which will harm the good of the public or put one of the parties down, is banned. We are free to work out the details of the clauses of a contract- As regards individual enterprises and financial transactions, these are sanctioned by Islam, and only in instances where there are particular directives of something originally forbidden, are these banned.

Islam has opened the doors of reform for us. Any matter which is in the public interest of a Muslim society, and which is neither obligatory nor forbidden, as per the Sharia, may be created as a religious duty by the order of a Muslim ruler. Financial laws, the penal code, administrative regulations (traffic rules, municipal laws, etc.,) all fall under this category.

So Islam is applicable to the needs of every age and society. However, some latter jurists have, due to narrow attitudes, forbidden to the public what is permitted by the Sharia, or, conversely, forced them to adopt liberal attitudes which are not allowed in Islam, In the olden days, especially during the time of the earlier prophets, the world was a vast expanse and nations were far apart with few means for contact and interaction with each other. Their only means of transport were camels and other animals. However, with the advent of Islam, contact and interaction grew rapidly. Nowadays a speech delivered in New York can be heard simultaneously in Tokyo. The world is growing smaller, and is becoming more like one nation. Therefore the Message of Islam could be spread to all comers of the world, if only Muslims were to take seriously their responsibility regarding what their religion enjoins upon them.

Islam Does not Differentiate Between the

Prophets

    Some people may criticize prophets belonging to religions other than their own. But Islam enjoins upon every Muslim to respect other prophets, and therefore any criticism or disrespect against other prophets goes against Islamic principles. 
The Apostle and the believers with him, believe in what has been bestowed upon him from on high by his Sustainer. They all believe in God and His angels, and His revelations and His apostles, making no distinction between any of his apostles and they say, "We have heard and we pay heed. Grant us thy forgiveness. 0 our Sustainer, for to Thee is the return (of all)’’ (2:285).

So a Muslim loves Moses and Jesus in the same way as he loves Muhammad, and has the same degree of regard and respect for them. A Jew who embraces Christianity does not lose his affinity for Moses; he merely develops love for one more prophet, namely Jesus. Likewise, a Christian embracing Islam draws near to another prophet, the Prophet Muhammad, in addition to Prophets Jesus and Moses.

May peace be upon Muhammad and all the

other prophets and messengers!
Messengers of God Mentioned in the Holy

Quran

Muslims believe that the Holy Quran is the Word of God; it was revealed to Muhammad through the Angel Jibril (Gabriel), and Muhammad conveyed this Message to mankind in the same way as he received it. Muslims also believe that the words of the Holy Quran that he recites are the same words in the text that was transmitted by Jibril. Only the unbeliever denies or doubts any part of it.

The Holy Quran mentions twenty-five prophets and their names occur in five  verses:

And this was Our argument which We vouchsafed unto Abraham against his people: (for) We do raise by degrees whom We will. Verily thy Sustainer is Wise, All-knowing. And We bestowed upon him Isaac and Jacob, and We guided each of them as We had guided Noah aforetime. And out of his offspring (We bestowed prophethood upon) David, and Solomon, and Job, and Joseph, and Moses, and Aaron: for thus We reward the doers of good; and upon Zachariah, and John, and Jesus, and Elijah: every one of them was of the righteous; and (upon) Ishmael, and Eisha, and Jonah, and Lot. And every one of them did We favour above the other people. (6: 83 " 86).

And call to mind through this Divine writ, Idris. Behold, he was a man of truth, a prophet, whom We exalted onto a lofty station. (19:56).

And unto (the tribe of) 'Ad (We sent) their brother Hud. (7:65).

And unto (the tribe of) Thamud (We sent) their brother Salih. (7:73).

And unto (the people of) Madyan (We sent) their brother Shu'ayb. (7:85).

And (remember) Ismail and Idris and Dhul-kifl, all-(men) of constancy and patience. (21:85).

Although the Holy Quran does not refer to Adam specifically as a prophet, we can deduce from the verses where he is mentioned that he was one.

Among the twenty five prophets mentioned in the Holy Quran, some, such as Idris and Dhul- Khifl, have only been referred to very briefly by name. Others are mentioned with a short account of their life histories, such as Ismael, Isaac and Yunus, while great detail has been given about other Prophets such as Abraham, Moses, Joseph and Jesus.

All stories in the Holy Quran about the prophets arc true and authentic, and one of the principles of faith for Muslims is to believe in them.

Some of these apostles have we endowed more highly than others: among them were such as were spoken to by God (Himself) and some He has raised yet higher. (2:253).
Supernatural Occurrences

The Holy Quran mentions three types of supernatural occurrences. The first type concerns miracles performed by the prophets when they were challenged to prove their prophethood. Thus, when Prophet Abraham was thrown into the fire. God made the heat become a peaceful haven. When Prophet Moses threw down his staff, it turned into a snake, and when he struck the sea with his staff, the sea parted and each division looked like a vast mountain. And, with God's permission, Jesus brought the dead back to life. These are all examples of miracles.

The second type of supernatural occurrences happened to saintly people. Food was made available to Mary in her room and the Queen of Sheba's throne was transported from Yemen to Palestine in a split second.

Another example of supernatural occurrences can be described as Divine temptation which tests one's faith. The Holy Quran talks of how the apostate Samaritan produced a calf making a lowing sound, from molten gold.

We should believe in all three types of supernatural happenings and all details regarding them, as they are described in the Holy Quran. We can, however, keep the supernatural events happening to saintly people, but not recounted in the Quran, open for questioning. They may or may not be true. If they were experienced by truly saintly people, we can believe that these things really happened. A truly saintly person is free of all sin. The Holy Quran says: Oh verily, they who are close to God – no fear need they have, and neither shall they grieve: they who have attained to faith and have always been conscious of Him. (10:62-63).

You are under no obligation to believe in these occurrences if you are not convinced about the authenticity of the people connected with them.

There are some alleged forms of the supernatural involving sinful acts and strange events which cannot be explained also happen to non-believers. But none of these should be considered supernatural.

Miracles and Magic

When the challenge took place between Moses and Pharaoh's magicians, the latter threw their ropes and sticks and turned them into snakes. But, in fact, these snakes were soon swallowed up by the snake Moses produced! So, was the snake he produced identical to theirs? Did he, like them, perform a conjuring trick? Not at all. The snakes they produced were illusory, and took the spectators in, whereas the one Moses brought about was alive and real. The magicians were so much in awe of this fact that they made a spontaneous declaration of their faith in God.

The reason for this spontaneous reaction was because the magicians realised that Moses'act was not an illusion or any form of conjuring trick, and were stunned and shaken to the very depth of their hearts. The outcome of this was their total conversion and belief in God. They declared their faith in a way which was most defiant and humiliating to Pharaoh. As they admitted their faith, the falsehood of Pharaoh's greatness and the fact that his form of godliness was untrue, became apparent to them. They changed their outlook immediately because this world suddenly seemed trivial to them; so they did not feel threatened by Pharaoh's threat to punish them by crucifixion and mutilation. They developed an inner calm which shielded them from fear and panic. Even though Pharaoh had the power to punish them in this world, how could that compare with the joy and comfort of the world hereafter? Therefore they snubbed Pharaoh, saying:

"Decree, then, whatever thou art going to decree: thou canst decree only (something that pertains to) this worldly life!" (20:/2). 

How much I, who was born a Muslim, and whose forefathers have been Muslims, wish I had been bestowed with this kind of spontaneous faith, as were Pharaoh's magicians, a faith that was born as a result of their accepting Islam.

Miracles of Muhammad (peace be upon him) :

     The two miracles granted to our Prophet (peace be upon him), are, firstly, the Holy Quran and, secondly, the unique qualities which made him pre-eminently deserving of prophet hood. His life history was a miracle in itself! He was a human being, like all other human beings and God commanded him to declare this fact and make it clear to everyone, in case people made a god of, or ascribed Divine attributes to him.

Say (O Prophet): "I am but a mortal man like all of you. It has been revealed unto me that our God is the One and Only God". (18:110) 

However, it has been proved that no other human being is similar to him in his greatness, even though he had all the physical and mental characteristics of a human being. God Almighty has not created any unique human being from among the children of Adam, save Muhammad - peace be upon him, his father Abraham, Moses, Jesus - and on all the other prophets.

It would be both untrue and grossly unfair to Muhammad if we were to compare him with all the thousands of great men throughout history. Every great man has been known only for a certain aspect of greatness: some have been known for their wisdom, but notorious for their lack of sensitivity and difficulty in expressing themselves; others were noted for their eloquence of speech and their power of imagination, but the ideas they expressed were banal. Still others were most able administrators and distinguished leaders, but corrupt in their personal lives. Our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the only great man who can be described as the epitome of greatness. All the others had a blind spot, maybe a guarded secret regarding their moral behaviour - some sort of perversity or weakness.

Only Muhammad has a life history which is an open book, for everyone to read and scrutinize. He alone permitted his companions to tell the public everything about him. They therefore described every detail of his behaviour both during his hours of tranquility, as well as times when he was open to human weakness; when he showed signs of anger, desire or was prey to emotional reactions.

We can also read all about his private and domestic life, as told by his wives. With his permission, Aisha narrated every detail regarding his family life. Nothing has been left out as all his actions were carried out according to the Divine path and guidance. I would have quoted details about  his personal life, were it not for the fact that it might be embarrassing for some readers. Nonetheless, all such aspects can be read about both in the books about his life and in those on Islamic jurisprudence. You can read about strictly personal aspects of his life: his habits with regard to personal hygiene, the way he ate, dressed, slept, etc.

Is there any other great man who has dared to say to the public, "Look - here is my life history, - everything I have done. You can read it and tell others about it - friends and enemies! And I am open to criticism from anyone!". Has anyone else's life history been recorded and kept intact for so many centuries?

A man may be great for his intrinsic qualities, noble disposition and personal charm, and he can also be revered for his intellectual brilliance, which he leaves behind as a heritage for his own country and the world. Every great man has only one such dimension of greatness in him. But Muhammad's greatness represents every aspect. We should also consider the fact that most great men are great only among their own people. They may do good for them, while harming others who do not belong to this category. The life histories of statesmen, warriors and conquerors all show this. Or a man may be well known and respected all over the world, but his fame may be due to a limited area: discovery of one of the many laws of nature which God laid down for our universe, or a certain medicine for a particular disease. He may have come up with a new theory of philosophy, or written a masterpiece or the life story of a literary genius.

But Muhammad's greatness was comprehensive in both range and scope, and he practiced what he preached. He was unlike the many missionary zealots of the past and the present, who fail to practice what they preach at the top of their voices! Those whose true colors were exposed during moments of weakness: desire, fear, anger, need and hunger. At moments like this they might completely forget what they teach. Maybe I can hold myself up as an example. Sometimes I rise to sublime heights when I am writing an article, or delivering a lecture encouraging people to abide by truth, goodness, and righteousness. But as soon as I reach these heights, my ego interferes! I start to long for some sort of glory. In fact, man's inner self does try to lead him away form God. So, within a few minutes I come down to earth again, to an ordinary existence. Because people notice this very same attitude among preachers and religious men, they do not take much notice of what they say.

As for our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), he practiced whatever he taught. He exhorted people to do good, and shun temptation; what's more, he translated his words into actions, using the Holy Quran as his guiding force. He was tireless in his effort to reform people by his words and deeds. He was not invited to give lectures and seminars at universities and such places. He carried out his mission wherever he was: at home, in the mosque or in a public place. He really demonstrated everything that the Holy Quran pleads for and exhorts people to do, in his everyday life.

He used to offer night prayers for such a long time that his feet became swollen. He always sought God's forgiveness. Someone once asked him "Hasn't God forgiven you for all your sins (then why do pray such long hours)?", to which he replied, "Shouldn't I be a thankful servant of God?" Every single action was like a prayer, because he always sought to do good and banish evil, and he unceasingly sought to serve the common good.

I would like to quote just one incident to show how he practiced what he believed and adhered strongly to the principles he held high, and kept above all other considerations. But before I relate the incident, let me preset the following prelude.
If a girl from a distinguished family was caught stealing, would she get the same sort of punishment as a girl from a working class background, accused of a similar crime? Probably not! In most cases, many secret efforts would be made to see that the whole matter was hushed up, or the legal punishment was not severe. A similar incident happened during the Prophet's lifetime. A young woman coming from one of the most distinguished and noblest Muslim families committed a theft. She was found to be guilty and this verdict was announced. Immediately some people tried to intervene, hoping that the Prophet, well-known for his magnanimity and love of forgiveness, would grant pardon in this case. Not at all! In fact he was angry that he had been approached in this way, and reminded people of how earlier generations had been ruined because crimes committed by people of influence and position went unpunished, while the weak and humble were punished. He then made a remarkable statement which came to be accepted as a firm principle of Islam. "Indeed - by God, if Fatima, daughter of Muhammad, were to steal, her hand would be amputated." This statement put an end to interference in legal verdicts. 
The above attitude was natural for the Prophet, because his whole life was a life of dawah (spreading the message of Islam). His personal likes and dislikes, and his friendships with people were governed by the Divine Message. And he did not hesitate to break any bonds which conflicted with his mission. The Prophet (peace be upon him) had elevated himself above all desire for the good things of life which human beings usually crave for. However, he did not live like a hermit and deprive himself of food or become a mystic wearing strange clothes. He ate whatever good food was served to him, provided it came within the confines of Divine Law. He was never seen to look down on any kind of food. He had tremendous willpower which enabled him to be patient at all times, and stay without food for days on end. If hunger pangs overwhelmed him, he would tie a stone over his stomach to suppress his hunger. As regards his clothes, he did not stick to one particular way of dressing himself. He sometimes wore both a cap and a turban at the same time, or at times one or the other. He usually wore an under-garment, with a robe and an outer garment over it. The jubba (long outer garment) he sometimes wore sometimes had narrow sleeves, not the wide sleeves we see today. His turban consisted of a length of cloth tied round his head, which he would drape over his shoulder when it was not being worn. This type of turban can be used for other purposes during times of peace, or for tying up prisoners in times of war. At times he made a tuft for it. It is necessary to wear turbans in the Arabic peninsula due to climatic reasons and to protect oneself form the intense heat. This has given rise to the saying, "Turbans are the Arabs crowns." Regarding color, the Prophet did not stick to any particular one, but wore a black turban on the day of his victorious re-entry into Mecca. 
Only clothes which show parts of the body which should be covered are forbidden in Islam, or styles which are not in harmony with decency and modesty. Muslim women should only expose their faces and the palms of their hands, and Muslim men should not wear anything made of silk. No Muslim - male or female -should wear any type of clothing associated with other religions, such as a monk's robe or the clothing of a priest. Clothes should not reflect extravagance or be ostentatious. Apart from these rulings, Islam permits any type of clothing.

While the Prophet (peace be upon him) did not forbid people to enjoy the beautiful and good things of life that God has bestowed on mankind, he did not indulge in them himself. He had risen above the desire to have lust or wealth. It is a well-known fact that the tribe of Quraysh offered him wealth, power and the position of leader, and tried to tempt him with many other offers in order to persuade him to give up his mission. But he firmly refused all these offers, and felt pity and concern for the people who had made them.

The Prophet was also above the temptations of sexual desire. However, the, subject of women is one which is exaggerated by Orientalists who have researched his life and sought to tarnish his image and mislead the public. They use the fact that he married nine wives as a case for him being "a man of lust". But they have judged him in the same way as they judge other great men - eminent writers or brave warriors. For example. Napoleon was a notorious womanizer and made the whole nation of Poland act as pimps in order for him to gain the hand of Mary Valvdka, with whom he was madly in love. He forced her father to offer her to him as a price to be paid for the independence of Poland. The life histories of many great men, such as Alexander Dumas, Byron, Goethe and Bodlieare - and many others, abound with scandals of sexual pursuit. And these orientalists have judged our Prophet by the same standards, drawing the conclusion that he, like the others, was sensuous and a man of lust. But these men did not study Muhammad's life in great depth, nor did they take certain psychological factors into consideration. Furthermore, their judgements were partial and showed no respect for moral behaviour. The sexual urge manifests itself in people from the age of puberty until the age of twentyfive. A person is considered to be most vulnerable at this age, and sex can become an obsession which leads to all sorts of pitfalls and deviation. This is why free mixing of girls and boys at this age, even for academic purposes, is discouraged. Now let us consider the Prophet's life at this stage of his life. Did he get misled and enjoy the pleasures his contemporaries indulged in? After all, he was a free man living in a free country, and in a society which, at that time, was not governed by any religion or law. He was therefore absolutely free to do as he wished.

As we said before, our Prophet's life history is an open book, which anyone can read. Can anyone prove, therefore, that he was, in the full flush of youth, a man who indulged in sensual and immoral pleasures? It is narrated that he was almost led into temptation by his contemporaries, but luckily God saved him. He made him fall asleep, and when he woke up he had forgotten what he had wanted to do. Had he indulged in any such acts of pleasure, his enemies, the polytheists, would not have hesitated to publicize the fact and blackmail him.

When our Prophet got married at the age of twenty-five, did he marry a beautiful virgin? Not at all. He married a widow who was his mother's age. Most of his other wives were also widows, and he only married them for tactical reasons. God had granted him permission to marry more than four wives - and this right was not granted to other Muslims. However, God did not give him the right to divorce them, a right which is given to Muslims.

Of course, the sexual drive is not a human flaw. How could a characteristic of man become a fault of mankind? But it can be harmful when a man becomes sexually obsessive, making it his sole occupation, and seeking to satisfy himself in ways which are not permitted. The story of Zaynab is a favourite among the critics of Islam. They try to find fault with it, through distortion and misinterpretation, and their views do not, therefore, deserve any attention.

Zaynab was a good-looking girl and closely related to the Prophet. If he had so wished, he could have married her - an act which would have been the greatest honour her family could have wished for. But the Divine Will had ordained that her marriage would be the cause of two important social reforms which were to come about in Islam. Firstly, she was the subject of a test case, and secondly the Prophet was made to set an example to others.

In the first instance. God Almighty sought to put an end to aristocratic pride and class consciousness. So Zaynab, a girl belonging to the noblest Arab stock, was married to Zayd, a man from a humble background, a fugitive and an adopted son of the Prophet. Society at that time considered him totally unworthy of her. but she  married him all the same, against the wish of her  family. Subsequently it was difficult for her to adjust  to her new life, and she and her husband were constantly bickering. Both partners were ill at ease with each other and wanted to separate. But our Prophet continued to advise Zayd: "Retain your wife and fear God." But the couple had reached the end of their tether and divorce became inevitable.

What happened next involved the Prophet. He was put to the most difficult test. He had to marry Zaynab in order to put an end to the practice of adoption and show the world that it is lawful for a person to marry the wife of his adopted son. This was extremely hard for the Prophet who did not want to bear the stigma of society as one who had married his son's wife. However, he carried out this duty with patience and in obedience to the Divine Will.
However, the above incident should be seen in perspective, and not in the way in which it is presented by critics of Islam. The conclusions they draw are nonsense and do not deserve any attention.

Physical strength builds up our physical resistance, whereas moral strength - the courage of conviction of the heart - brings us victory over our enemies. Yet the most powerful strength of all, more powerful than the might of our enemies or of any material force, is the strength of the willpower to overcome the self and its cravings - impulses, desires and inclinations.

Our Prophet has, on different occasions, exhorted us to cultivate such a strength: "Strong is not the one who is good at wrestling. Indeed strong is the one who controls himself at the time of anger." And we all know that controlling our anger is the most difficult of all tasks! The amount of energy needed to keep our temper is far greater than that required to knock down our opponent in the boxing ring. It would not be an exaggeration to say that the ratio is 1:100. You can try this theory out in everyday life by asking

someone who is at the peak of his fury to abide by the principles of good behaviour. You may not even find one in a thousand men who would respond to your suggestion. 
Say you are a religious person engaged in the task of spreading our religion and someone murders a very dear relative of yours and then comes to you to confess his crime and respond to your call to religion. How would you react? Our Prophet pardoned the man who had brutally murdered his uncle when that man accepted Islam. But even then our Prophet found it hard to suppress his human instinct in such a way so as not to violate the principles of Islam. He therefore said to the man, "Don't let me see you!" So this person never appeared before the Prophet.

The story of Hind is also worth mentioning in this context. Hind was the wife of Abu Sufyan, the arch enemy of the Prophet and his mission. She committed a horrible crime which no human being or wild beast would commit. She cut open the Prophet's uncle's chest, took out his liver and chewed it But the Prophet forgave her, in spite of all her sinful acts, and accepted her into the fold of Islam.

The inhabitants of the city of Taif carried out many wicked deeds against the Prophet, yet when they embraced Islam he pardoned them. Then we have the most magnanimous act of all-and a most important event in the history of Islam. That was the general pardon the Prophet granted the people of Mecca, they who had caused  him the greatest possible distress and suffering, both personally and to his mission in general. They spared no effort whatsoever in their attempts to pull him down. They boycotted him, abused him, imprisoned him. threw camel's filth at him while he was praying and placed thorns on the streets through which he passed. And all these events did not take place over a few days - but over a period of thirteen years.

They also fought pitched battles against him and massacred his relatives and companions. Then came the hour of retaliation - although this word does not truly reflect this situation. It was time to impose lawful punishment in answer to that long chain of aggressive and humiliating actions.
It was at this point that the Prophet asked the people of Mecca, "What do you think I'm going to do with you all?"

The record of what they had done was always at the back of their minds which meant they were aware of the punishment they deserved, but they did not forget what a noble character Muhammad was. So they answered, "You are a noble brother and the son of a noble brother." Then they stood in silence, waiting for his verdict. If it had been a death sentence to them all, no one would have objected in the least - and no historian in later years, whether a friend or a critic of Islam, would have been able to find fault with his decision. But Muhammad gave a different verdict; it was one that took them by surprise, and continues to surprise every generation. "Freedom is granted to you all!" he declared.

When the Prophet migrated to Medina he left one of his companions, Ali, behind to take care of the money which the Quraysh tribe had entrusted him with. These were the cash assets of the tribe, and Muhammad was the only person they trusted enough to leave them with, even though he and they were not on good terms. He returned them to the Quraysh tribe and not to the Muslims, because all Muslims had migrated, and the Prophet (peace be upon him) was the last to leave Mecca. He stayed there till the last moment, like the captain of an abandoned ship; he did not leave until all the passengers had disembarked and got into life boats. This is another great quality of our Prophet (peace be upon him) which I have only mentioned briefly. Can you imagine two different parties, who have -been engaged in fierce battles, both verbal and on the battlefield for the sake of faith and the Divine Message, entrusting the opposing party with their assets and valuables? Have you ever heard such a story? How could they trust their opponent unless his personal character, integrity and honesty were, beyond any doubt, a miracle? 
To doubt him in any way was impossible. This was what the personality of Muhammad was like. And here is another story which shows yet another aspect of his character.

On the day of the battle of Badr, our Prophet was inspecting the infantry. He was carrying a shaft of wood in his hand, and thrust it gently into the abdomen of a soldier named Sawad ibn Ghizya, who was standing apart from the troop formation. The Prophet wanted to alert him and make him take his place, but as the prod of the shaft of wood had hurt him, he said to the Prophet, "Oh Prophet of God, you have hurt me. Indeed, God has sent you in order to spread the message of truth and justice!" How do you think the Prophet reacted to such an affront from an ordinary soldier? Did he take any disciplinary action, - did he ignore him or forgive him? Or did he apologise to the soldier in the usual way by saying, "I'm sorry."

He did none of these things. The Prophet did what no one else would do, and something that may not even occur to anyone to do. He uncovered his own abdomen and said, "Thrust the shaft and inflict pain on me as I inflicted it on you!" This was what he was like. He caused retaliation to himself, in spite of his exalted position among all mankind. Muhammad's life history consists of a series of actions and achievements unparalleled in the history of mankind. No other eminent person has left such a record of greatness and glory in every aspect of his life, behind him. This greatness included personal courage and valour, magnanimity, patience at times of defeat and self restraint at times of anger.

He was a firm and fearless warrior in the battlefield, to such an extent that his companions always rushed to him at critical moments to seek comfort and solace. Even the bravest of men were no challenge for him. He was also a man of extreme compassion. He gave a helping hand to the poor and the needy, and stood by the widows and the aged.

The Prophet always upheld truth, faithfully conveying every verse of the Divine Revelation, including the verses that mentioned his mistakes and reprimanded him. He honored the treaties he made. and kept his word, despite the difficulties and hardships he had to face on that count. He honored his commitments, whether they concerned personal dealings or matters of the state.

Our Prophet was meticulous in his personal conduct and behavior. It was he who laid down rules for table manners and personal hygiene. He educated his companions with regard to these matters, setting himself up as an example for them to follow. His standard of living was in no way different from theirs. He was never aloof from them, always consulting them and listening 10 their views. He was self effacing and whenever he met his companions he took his seat wherever there was an empty place, even if it meant sitting in a comer, away from everyone else. In fact, visitors had sometimes to strain their eyes in order to spot him. It is said that at one such gathering, a visitor found that everyone who was seated looked Muhammad's life history consists of a series of actions and achievements unparalleled in the history of mankind. No other eminent person has left such a record of greatness and glory in every aspect of his life, behind him. This greatness included personal courage and valor, magnanimity, patience at times of defeat and self restraint at times of anger.

He was a firm and fearless warrior in the battlefield, to such an extent that his companions always rushed to him at critical moments to seek comfort and solace. Even the bravest of men were no challenge for him. He was also a man of extreme compassion. He gave a helping hand to the poor and the needy, and stood by the widows and the aged.  The Prophet always upheld truth, faithfully conveying every verse of the Divine Revelation, including the verses that mentioned his mistakes and reprimanded him. He honoured the treaties he made. and kept his word, despite the difficulties and hardships he had to face on that count. He honoured his commitments, whether they concerned personal dealings or matters of the state.

Our Prophet was meticulous in his personal conduct and behaviour. It was he who laid down rules for table manners and personal hygiene. He educated his companions with regard to these matters, setting himself up as an example for them to follow. His standard of living was in no way different from theirs. He was never aloof from them, always consulting them and listening 10 their views. He was self effacing and whenever he met his companions he took his seat wherever there was an empty place, even if it meant sitting in a comer, away from everyone else. m fact, visitors had sometimes to strain their eyes in order to spot him. It is said that at one such gathering, a visitor found that everyone who was seated looked identical, and therefore asked, "Who  among you is Muhammad?" Our Prophet never  distinguished himself from others. He was one of  them: he dressed like them and resembled them in  every way.

His attitude to women was very courteous, and his conduct with the members of his family and at home was remarkable for the unrestrained love and affection he showed. He was close to everyone, because he never let people feel that he was superior to them, like a king. He never allowed his companions to stand up in reverence to him when he called on them. He used to attend personally to the requirements of his household and even mended his shoes himself.

Our Prophet preferred to lead a frugal life, though he could, if he had wanted, have lived in grand style in a fabulous palace with all the ensuing display of ostentatious living. But he shunned all forms of show because his thoughts were always engaged in the afterlife. The house where he lived with his wives was only twenty five meters long. Aisha's house consisted of one room made of clay and mud, and it was so narrow that there was not enough room for her to stretch out while the Prophet prayed, so that whenever he prostrated he had to push her feet to one side.

As for his eating habits, Aisha tells us that he had a very light appetite and that, "a month or two may pass without a fire being lit in the kitchen in order to make bread." When she was asked, "Then what did you all eat?'’ she replied, "Dates and water." This was the staple diet of the Prophet and his family.

Regarding his eloquence and clarity of speech, he was always known for expressing himself clearly and simply. All the qualities we have discussed prove that our Prophet was an extraordinary man and that God Almighty chose him for the tremendous task, only after preparing him fully for that responsibility. Our Prophet was one of many human beings, but no one had his qualities. Indeed God knows best upon whom to bestow His Message.

The First and Last Prophets: 

We believe that the first among the Prophets is Noah and the last is Muhammad, peace be upon them all: "We revealed to you as We revealed to Noah and the prophets after him" (4: 163); and "Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but the Prophet of Allah and the Seal of the Prophets" (33:40). 

The Best Prophets: 

We believe that the best among the Prophets is Muhammad, then Abraham, Moses, Noah, and Jesus, son of Mary. It is they who are meant by the following Quranic verse: "And when We took a compact from the prophets, and from you, and from Noah, and Abraham, then Moses, and Jesus, son of Mary. We took from them a solemn compact" (33:7). 

We believe that Muhammad's message, peace be upon him, includes all the merits of the messages of those dignified Prophets, because Allah says: "He ordained for you what He enjoined on Noah and what He revealed to you and what He enjoined on Abraham, Moses and Jesus; namely, establish this faith and be united in it" (42:13). 

Prophets Are Human Beings: 

We believe that all Prophets are created human beings who have none of the divine qualities of Allah. Allah, the Exalted, said about Noah, who was the first among them: "I do not say to you, 'I possess the treasures of Allah.' I do not know the unseen, and I do not say 'I am an angel"' (11:31) Allah directed Muhammad, who is the last among them, to say: "I do not say to you I possess the treasures of Allah, nor do I know the unseen, and I do not say to you I am an angel" (6:50); and to say that "I have no power to bring profit or hurt for myself, but only as Allah wills" (7:188); and: "I have no power to hurt or benefit you. Say none can protect me from Allah, nor can I find any refuge besides Him" (72:91-2). 

We believe that the Prophets are among Allah's servants. He blessed them with the message and described them as servants, in the context of praising and honoring them. He says about Noah, the first among them: "You are the descendants of those whom We carried with Noah, he was a truly thankful servant" (17:3). 

Allah said about the last among them, Muhammad, peace be upon him: "Blessed be He who sent down the Qur'an to His servant, that he may warn mankind" (25:1). As for some other Prophets, he said: "And mention Our servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, men of might and vision" (38:45); "And remember Our servant David, who was a mighty and penitent man" (38: 17); "And to David, We gave Solomon, he was an excellent and penitent servant" (38:30). 

Allah said about Jesus, son of Mary: "He is only a servant whom We blessed and We made him an example to the children of Israel" (43: 59). 

We believe that Allah concluded all messages with the message of Muhammad, peace be upon him, to all people, because He said: "Say, 'O mankind, I am Allah's Prophet to you all. To him belongs the Kingdom of the Heavens and the Earth; there is no god but He. He ordains life and death. So believe in Allah and His Prophet, the unlettered Prophet who believes in Allah and His words. Follow him so that you may be rightly guided"' (7:158). 

Islam: The Universal and Final Message: 

We believe that the Shari'ah of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, is the religion of Islam, which Allah has chosen for His servants. He does not accept any other religion from anyone, for He, the Exalted, said: "Surely, the true religion in Allah's sight is Islam" (3:19), "Today I have perfected your religion for you and I have completed My favor upon you, and I have chosen Islam to be your religion" (5:3), and "Whoever desires a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted from Him, and in the Hereafter he will be among the losers" (3:85). 

It is our opinion that whoever claims that any religion other than Islam is acceptable, such as Judaism, Christianity and so forth, is a non believer. He should be asked to repent. 

It is also our opinion that whoever rejects the universal message of Muhammad, peace be upon him, rejects the message of all Prophets, even if he claims that he believes and follows His Prophet. Allah, the Exalted, said: "Noah's people rejected the Prophets" (26:105). Thus, Allah considered them as rejecting all of the Prophets despite the fact that there was no Prophet before Noah. This is also clear from the following verses: "Those who disbelieve in Allah and His Prophets, and wish to make division between Allah and His Prophets, and say: 'We believe in some and disbelieve in others,' wishing to take a midway course. Those indeed are the unbelievers, and We have prepared for the unbelievers a humiliating punishment"(4:150-51). 

We believe that there is no prophet after Muhammad, Allah's Prophet, peace be upon him. Whoever claims prophet hood after him, or believes in anyone claiming it, is a disbeliever and one who rejects Allah, His Prophet, and the Muslims' consensus. 

The Rightly Guided Caliphs: 

We believe that the Prophet, peace be upon him, has rightly guided successors who carried out his Sunnah in spreading knowledge calling to Islam, and managing the Muslims' affairs. We believe that the best among them and the most entitled to the caliphate was Abu Bakr as Siddiq, then 'Umar Ibn al-Khattab, then 'Uthman Ibn Affan and then 'All Ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with them all. Thus their succession to the caliphate was according to their virtues. Allah, the Exalted, who possesses infinite wisdom, would not appoint a ruler over the best of generations unless he was the most superior among them and had the best claim to caliphate. 

We believe that the Muslim Ummah is the best among nations, and Allah, the Dignified and Exalted, has blessed it, because He said: "You are the best nation ever brought forth for mankind, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah." (3:110)

The Prophet's Companions: 

We believe that the best among the Muslim Ummah are the Prophet's Companions, then their followers, and then those who followed them. 

We also believe that a group of this Ummah will always remain victorious on the right path, unharmed by those who let them down or those who oppose them, until the Day of Judgment. 

We believe that the disputes that took place among the Prophet's Companions were the result of sincere interpretations that they worked hard to reach. Whoever was right among them will be rewarded twice, and whoever was wrong among them will be rewarded once and his mistake will be forgiven. 

It is our opinion that we should stop talking about their mistakes and mention what they deserve of beautiful praise. We should purify our hearts from hatred and malice against any of them, because Allah said about them: "They are not equal: those among you who spent and who fought before the conquest of Makkah. Those are higher in rank than those who spent and fought afterwards. But to all Allah has promised a great reward" (57:10). And Allah said about us: "And those who came after them say: 'Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith, and do not put in our hearts any malice against those who have believed. Our Lord, You are the most Kind, Most Merciful" (59:10). 
BELIEF IN DESTINY :

Destiny and Divine Will :

       The Holy Quran refers to destiny and divine will in several verses in different chapters, some of which are quoted below: 

And there is not a thing hut its (sources and) treasures (exhaustible) are with Us. But We only send down thereof in due and ascertainable measures. (15:21).

Verily, all things have We created in proportion and measures. (54:49).

...and bestowed blessings on the earth, and measured therein all things to give them nourishment in due proportion. (41:10).

And the moon. We have measured for her mansions to traverse... (36:39).

It is He who created all things, and ordered them in Due proportions. (25:2).

Every single thing is before His sight, in (due) proportions. (13:8).

It is clear from these quotes that destiny, (qadar in Arabic), means the laws, regulations, systems, functions and operations that have been laid down by the Almighty for this universe. Every movement and non-movement of all that exists in this universe has been predestined since eternity.
I would like to make an analogy here regarding the question of destiny and Divine Will-a similitude- To God applies the highest similitude. (16:60). You have probably noticed that most multistory buildings have boards outside with the ames written on them of the engineers and contractors who designed and undertook the construction. The engineer is in charge of the destiny of the building : his role is to decide on the details of the building, such as the quality and quantity of materials, the thickness of the walls and the numbers of doors and windows it should have. The contractor, however, is responsible for the 'Divine Will', in that he executes the work as required.

Destiny and Divine Will in actual fact, belong to God alone. He may alter our destiny, in response to our prayers and charitable acts, in the same way as the engineer may alter the plans of the building, in response to various needs.

God alone determines our destiny, and only He can alter it in response to our prayers. If all human actions had been destined since eternity-with no scope for change, alteration or option, there would have been no need to send prophets to this world, nor to launch Jihad (holy war) against unbelievers, and to invoke the Almighty.

The Prophets, the righteous Caliphs and the reformers of the Ummah in every period, have always sought to banish evil and achieve what is good for mankind.
Reward and Punishment :

       The analogy we have just looked at explains the concept of destiny and applies to the whole of creation, including human beings. But there is another issue with regard to human beings, which is much debated and argued about, and that is reward and punishment. And the question brought up time and again is, - how could there be such a thing as reward and punishment if our lives are predestined anyway? Especially if the Divine will is absolute and unchanging, it doesn't make sense!

Before we begin to look at this question in detail, it is important to differentiate from the start between man's physical existence and the attributes of God and divine action. The human mind is unable to grasp this concept, save through what has been made known to us through revelations.

Freedom of Will :

       First I would like to discuss this subject with regard to the realities of existence, as we see and feel it, and then I shall refer to relevant texts. In reality, man has freedom. He is able to assess material matters, and differentiate between good and bad through the power of his intellect. Through his will power, man is able to either do good, or make mistakes. Every thinking person knows that prayer is good and drinking too much alcohol is bad; when someone sets out from home he can either go to a Mosque and pray, or go to a pub and get drunk.

By the same token, nobody can dispute the fact that I am able to lift my arm unless I have badly injured it or unless it is paralysed. I may raise it either to give money to a poor man, or to hit an innocent person. But are these two actions one and the same? Surely the action of giving money to a poor man deserves a reward, whereas the assault on an innocent person merits punishment.

A student can choose whether to go out of the town the evening before his examination, or to spend the evening quietly at home, revising. In a case like this, we cannot sympathize with the student who wasted his time if he fails his exam and says his failure is unfair. And if the other student passes his exam, we cannot regard this fact as a mere fluke.

Predestination of Human Will

I am able to move my arm, because God has given me the power to do so. However, I cannot control the muscles of my heart and stomach. One student may be very intelligent and able to grasp what he learns, just by reading his books through once - and then afterwards he may get pleasure from a hobby. Another student, however, may be a bit of a 'plodder’, needing all day to understand and memorize his lessons.

In the same way, one student may come from a family background where learning is encouraged and an appropriate environment is provided, whereas another student may not be given the same kind of support. His family may not be interested in intellectual pursuits-and the environment might be , noisy, making it hard for him to study. The choice of his circumstances is beyond him. As far as he knows, he has not been able to choose his parents, the ideal time for his lifespan or the ideal family background. All these matters are beyond our reach, We cannot change the shape of our face, for example, or alter our height in order to improve our appearance. All such aspects of our lives are predestined.

Free Will Within Human Limitations :

        Man, however, is free within his limitations. His free will itself is not affected by the fact that certain aspects of his life have been pre-ordained. Human beings are rather like vehicles: the capacity of the engine determines the speed of the vehicle. A lorry cannot go as fast as a racing car. A saloon car is supposed to be used on smooth roads, and not to be driven up steps or through walls. A vehicle is not classified as something else just because something goes wrong with it. It can never, for example, be classified as a mass of rock. Similarly, man is not deprived of his free will, just because he faces certain difficulties which, within his limitations as a human being, are difficult to overcome. He still has choice, and can pursue his path as best he can.

Man, unlike God, does not have the power to do as he wants, beyond a certain point. Reward and Punishment Are Corollary to Free Will Punishment is a result of the course of action we have chosen to follow using our own free will, which means that we are not punished for doing wrong if that choice was made under great stress or difficulty.

We are only taken to task regarding what we have . Lusciously chosen to do. Whatever good a man has done will stand in his favor and whatever mistakes  he has made will stand against him. God will not burden a human being with more than he is able to bear, and He does not ignore even the tiniest good action. If 'man-made' law courts with their relative sense of justice can assess and judge a man by taking his background and circumstances into consideration, how can the same factors be ignored in the Divine law court-a place of absolute justice? Will the same judgment be made in, say, a juvenile court, on a child who comes from a broken home and a poor background as a child from good parents, brought up m a secure home in ideal surroundings? Will both delinquents be judged in the same way?

Parameters of Justice :

     Applying the parameters of man-made justice to God is an error made by most theologians. I personally became aware of this after a certain incident. 1 think it has a moral behind it, even though it may seem out of context here.

In 1931 I was working as a teacher at a primary school in Syria. At that time I was young and enthusiastic, but I was also very assertive, full of my own importance and I held dogmatic views. At that time I started to question the idea of fate and destiny, a matter which I discussed with various educated men, but could not get a satisfactory answer. My arrogance drove me into having violent arguments with them, which must have disturbed their peace of mind.

I continued to hold these views, until one day I had to cane a pupil for bad conduct at school, (in those days caning was permitted). The pupil reacted rudely and insolently, shouting, "This is unjust! You are an oppressor!"

When I heard his words, the cane fell from my hands. For a moment I was transported away from the school, and surrounded by complete darkness. And then it seemed as if a lamp had been lit for me. "That boy accused me of behaving unjustly because I caned him - whereas I consider it perfectly fair," I thought to myself. "The action itself is unchanged, though the points of view held about it are different. And if this pupil were to complain to his parents about what had happened, they might tell him that I had acted justly, and that the caning had been for his own good! So, if a pupil cannot apply his immature viewpoint to that of his teacher's concept of justice, how on earth can I apply my man-made parameters of justice to those of Almighty God?"

Could it not be that an action which I consider unfair is in fact the very essence of justice? It would be like a sick boy complaining that it is rude of the doctor to give him an injection, whereas the boy's father feels the doctor is performing a worthy act. The difference in viewpoint is that the boy is looking at it from the angle of his pain and suffering, while the father sees it as a way of restoring his son's health.

A judge cannot give a verdict regarding a case, unless he studies it from all aspects. We tend to judge matters from one particular viewpoint and often arrive at the wrong conclusions.

Imagine that you and a friend go for a walk in the country and, as you lose your way, you accept a lift you are offered from someone driving a smart car. But when you're in the car your friend takes out a knife, and starts to slash the car seat. How could he justify this? Isn't this kind of behaviour rude and called for? Of course it is! But if, later, someone tells you at street gangs have been stealing every smart car on the road and only sparing those with torn seats, then your friend's behaviour would be justified. In fact the owner of the car might well have done the same thing in order to protect his vehicle! 
That is exactly what happens in a parable narrated in the Holy Quran, about Moses and Khidar (18: 60 - 82), when Khidar deliberately made a hole in the boat in which they crossed from one shore to the other. He also did many other strange things which puzzled Moses and consequently made him break his vow to Khidar not to ask questions.

The moral of this story is that one should not judges matter without first looking at it from all angles.

In the Light of the Holy Quran and the

Traditions :

Before going on to discuss the question of destiny and Divine will in the light of the Holy Quran and the Traditions, I would like to remind readers about the following basic principles: 
1- The human mind can only function using these texts as a basis. It cannot grasp the reality of destiny in detail on its OWTI, because, as stated earlier, the mind is unable to delve into metaphysical aspects. Therefore, any discussion that is not supported by the texts should be avoided.

2 - We should always be aware that the Holy Quran is the basis, the terra firma-of all our beliefs. So, if there is any contradiction between a Quranic verse and a Tradition based on the authority of a single source and there is no way of reconciling the two in a satisfactory way, we should opt for the Quranic verse.

3 - There can be no clear text, either in the Holy Quran or in the Traditions, which denies any physical reality because Our Lord Who revealed the Holy Quran is the Creator of every reality, and Our Lord does not contradict his own creation.

4 - The verses in the Holy Quran which carry the meaning of predestination and therefore denial of man's free will, are, in my opinion, verses which have a bearing on both the nobility and the corruptibility of man. Here are some verses we can consider, regarding that theme: He it is Who fashioned you in the wombs, as pleased Him. there is no God save Him, Almighty, the wise. (3:36).

For example, a newly born baby girl cannot be changed into baby boy, and we cannot change the colour of our skin.

Thy Lord bringeth to pass what He wills and chooses. They have never any choice. Glorified be God and exalted above all that they associate (with Him). (28:68).

And there are verses which refer to global events beyond human control: Have ye seen that which ye cultivate? Is it ye who foster it, or are we the fosterer? If we willed, we verily could make it chaff, then wouldst ye cease not exclaim. (56: 63 - 65).
If God touch thee with affliction, there is none that can relieve thee therefrom, save Him, and if He touch thee with good fortune (there is none that can impair it), for He is able to do all things. (6:17).

There are verses which refer to circumstances which are not of man's making and which may lead to develop either noble or corruptible aspects of his character: And a soul and him Who perfected it and inspired it (with conscience of) what is wrong for it and (what is) right for it. (91: 7-8).

In the verses dealing with guidance, we find the word 'guidance' used to mean 'direction of the Almighty': Did we not assign unto him two eyes and a tongue and lips, and guide him to the parting of mountain ways? (90: 8 -10).

Lo! We have shown him the way whether he be grateful or disbelieving. (76:3).

We notice in the above verses that there are factors which are not created by man,, but may have an influence in shaping him either into a noble or corrupt person. As stated earlier, God does not take his worshippers to task on such issues. It is impossible to plan something inevitable, and then blame the person who, as a consequence, behaves in a certain way.

These texts have formed a battleground for various 'breakaway' sects, who misunderstood their meaning and therefore misapplied them. These groups should, on the contrary, have done as follows:

1- They should have made a distinction between the verses dealing with Divine Will, Divine Power and God's disposal of the affairs of His kingdom, and the verses dealing with reward and punishment. 
2 - The texts should have been considered as a whole, and not broken down into parts. Anyone who studies the texts in their totality will realize that the Holy Quran grants man Freedom and free will which may result in either reward or punishment. Lo! God disdaineth not to coin the similitude even of a gnat. Those who believe know that it is the truth from their Lord. But those who disbelieve say: What doth God wish (to teach) by such a similitude? He misleadeth many thereby and He guideth many thereby; and He misleadeth thereby only miscreants. (2:26).

A superficial look at these verses may well give the impression that, like everything else, guidance and misguidance are divinely ordained: some are destined to be misguided while others are to be blessed with guidance. But this impression will soon change after studying the following verses: This is the Scripture whereof there is no doubt, a guidance unto those who ward off (evil). (2:2). 

It is clear that God does not take it upon Himself to actually grant guidance or misguidance. This is a matter on which every individual takes his own decision. If a person lives in awe of God and in God consciousness, the Holy Quran will be his source of guidance. However, anyone who gets involved in matters which are harmful to him will not be guided. Anyone still having any lingering doubts, asking, "How do I know whether God has placed me among the guided or the misguided?" can find the answer in the following verses: This is the Scripture whereof there is no doubt, a guidance unto those who ward off (evil), who believe in the unseen and establish worship, and spend of that we have bestowed upon them. And who believe in that which is revealed unto thee (Muhammad) and that which was revealed before thee, and are certain of the hereafter. (2:2 -4).

Those who break the covenant of God after ratifying it, iid sever that which God ordered to be joined and (who) make mischief in the earth: Those are they who are the losers. (2:27).

It is clear therefore that there is no predestination of man's free will, and that free will is corrected with certain attributes and actions falling within the scope of human volition.

For example, you may believe in a world beyond the reach of human perception, pray regularly and spend your time and money in the path of God; on the other hand, you may separate yourself from God, saw disruption and spread corruption on earth. Any of these actions are within your capacity. However, if you carry out the first three, you will be among those who are God-fearing and therefore you will be guided. But if you are guilty of the latter three, you will be considered as one who lost his way and whose lot is misguidance.

A Meaningless Discussion :

     At this point many people ask, "Did I go wrong because it was God's will, or could I have done things differently - in His way?" or, "Was I responsible for my own action?" and so on. Such arguments have filled countless volumes of books written by theologians. But such books are meaningless, because we cannot compare God with human beings, neither can the human mind make assessments of God and His attributes.

The Almighty is not questioned regarding His actions; it is we who are questioned by him for our actions. And there is no doubt about God's justice. We must be responsible for ourselves and look within regarding our behaviour and seek to direct our will power to do good. We should refrain from discussions regarding God, in the same way as they were avoided by our much respected forefathers.

Destiny as an Excuse :

      Many people who make mistakes in their lives blame their destiny. In such a case if you were to ask a murderer, "Why did you kill that man?" He would reply, "Because it was ordained that I should do so." Such an argument holds no water for two reasons:

1- Reward and punishment are connected to our actions, the motives behind them and our desires. No murderer can justify his crime by claiming that murdering people was ordained for him – as though he knew what was inscribed for him in the 'imperishable tablet', and took that as a basis for committing his crime, m other words, he cannot claim that he carried out orders, according to what was 'written' as his destiny. In fact what happened was that he fell prey to negative influences; in other words, he fell for the temptation of the devil-Polytheists also sought to justify their beliefs by making use of such an excuse: Had God so willed, we would not have ascribed divinity to aught but Him. (6:148).

The Divine answer to this was:

Have you any (certain) knowledge which you could proffer to us? (6:148).

In other words, "How did you know before you became polytheists that polytheism was ordained for you? And did you opt for the belief in the Oneness of God and realise that it was forbidden for you."

2- If those taking refuge m destiny were being true to themselves, they would gladly accept whatever God ordains for them-poverty, sickness, starvation, financial and material loss, etc. - but this is not the case! Such people do not resign themselves to their fate. On the contrary, they often do all they can to accumulate wealth, fight sickness and keep away from starving. They cannot endure any loss, such as loss of someone close to them, Joss of wealth, etc. They use every means possible to enjoy worldly pleasures and protect themselves from pain and suffering. Why then do such people not make use of the power of their intellect to counteract their carnal desires and restrain from what is forbidden because they are aware of the resulting punishment?

Confusing Issues :

Our misunderstanding of the question of destiny led to the wrong conclusion regarding what is within the scope of man's free will and what is beyond it. This confusion first appeared in the various schools of thought among theologians. Some claimed that man has no free will because he has no jurisdiction on several matters, including control of the muscles of his heart, the choice of his parents and having an environment to his liking. But they forgot that God has granted man control over several of his muscles, and that God has given him the power of intellect which he can use, to a certain extent, to rectify what he finds wrong with his upbringing and his surroundings. However, the opposite, and rather exaggerated point of view was expressed by other theologians. They placed far more importance on man's free will than is to be found in reality, and consequently confusion arose between the issues of reward and punishment.

They forgot that God does not make us answerable for our actions, except within the limits of our freedom and free will. And, as stated earlier, we are not taken to task for actions committed under great duress. Besides this, these theologians, as we also saw earlier, confused certain issues with regard to Divine justice, forgetting that it cannot be compared to human justice.
Therefore, the safest course to follow regarding the question of belief in destiny and on all other connected issues, is to follow the basic source - namely, the Holy Quran, and to proceed on. The path shown by our revered forefathers, who were among the companions of the Prophet, (peace be upon him), and the companions of the companions. We should avoid futile discussions, such as those based on superficial and rather primitive Greek philosophy.

Essentiality of the belief in destiny

The sixth pillar of faith is to believe in destiny, that the good of it and the bad of it is all from Allah. Allah, the Exalted, is the creator, Lord and sustainer of everything in existence. Neither good nor evil comes into being without His will and knowledge. We do not say, as some religions do, that Allah is Lord of good, but Satan is in charge of the evil. Exalted is Allah above all partners! "Say : Praise be to Allah Who has not taken a son, nor has He any partner in sovereignty." [(17) Al-Isra, 111] "Blessed is He in Whose Hand is sovereignty, and He has power over all things." [(67) Al-Mulk, 1] 

Belief in destiny is a necessary consequence of belief in Allah, for it follows directly from the belief that Allah's knowledge is perfect and unchanging. The well-known Gabriel hadith, which describes Islam, Iman and Ihsan, states quite clearly that belief in destiny (al-qadar) is a part of faith. Similarly, the Qur'anic texts are quite unambiguous over this concept, and hence one who denies Destiny falls outside the pale of Islam. This is in controversion to and in spite of the fact that disbelievers will often use destiny as a pretext to not believe. This argument is not by any means a new one; it is a ploy which was used by the stubborn rejectors of yore, and has merely been been perpetuated by their contemporary successors. Allah mentions such people in the Qur'an, "The pagans will say, 'If Allah had willed, we would not have worshipped anything besides Him, nor would our fathers, nor would we have forbidden [to ourselves] anything.' Thus did those before them give lie to the truth until they tasted Our might. Say : Do you have any knowledge [that Allah actually approves of your conduct], so that you might bring it forth for us? You follow only conjecture, and you are only lying. Say : For Allah's is the decisive argument, for had He willed, He would have guided you all." [(6) Al-An`am, 148-149] So, some pagans claimed that since Allah had allowed them to commit disbelief and practice polytheism, He must approve it, and thus they attempted to shield their misdeeds behind Destiny. Others may claim that there is no sense in their believing and doing good if Allah already knows their outcomes. These and similar arguments are, as we shall see, baseless and false, and therefore rejectors cannot take refuge behind them. 

Imam Ahmad has narrated that the pagans came to the Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi-wa-sallam, disputing with him over Destiny. Thereupon, Allah revealed some verses of Surah al-Qamar as a descisive rebuttal to them: "Indeed, the guilty ones are in error and frenzy. The day when they shall be dragged into the Fire on their faces, [it will said to them] 'Taste the touch of Saqar [i.e. Hell]'. Indeed, We have created everything according to a Decree (qadar)." [(54) Al-Qamar, 47-49] So, it is as if He is telling them : You disbelievers should be warned of a horrific punishment in the hereafter, and although you argue over Destiny, I have indeed created everything according to a measure and proportion, and in accordance with My pre-eternal knowledge. So, rather than persisting upon barren disputation, you should rather accept the reality and prepare for it. 

This incident establishes clearly the essentiality of belief in Destiny. It also contains a valuable lesson for us related to propagating Islam, and that is that we cannot compromize on the fundamentals of Islam merely to please people or to try to increase the number of Muslims. The Christians succumbed to this folly, and introduced numerous polytheistic rites and beliefs into their religion, which played a significant role in the distortion of the pure message taught by Jesus (`alayhis-salam). "Say : the truth is from your Lord, so let whoever wishes believe, and let whoever wishes disbelieve." [(18) Al-Kahf, 29] The truth is whatever Allah has decreed it to be, and it is not our right to modify it to suit people's desires. Of course, this is is not to say that we be blunt and short when making da`wah; we should always attempt to present the truth with wisdom and insight, so as to facilitate the understanding of the listener. 

The Pre-ordination of things

We are required to believe that Allah has always known everything that was ever going to happen. "Indeed, Allah knows all things." [(8) Al-Anfal, 75] "He knows what is ahead of them and what is behind them, and they do not encompass any of His knowledge, except what He wills." [(2) Al-Baqarah, 255] Furthermore, before bringing creation into existence, Allah wrote on a tablet all things which were to come. The Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said, "Allah wrote the measures of creation 50,000 years before the creation of the heavens and earth." [Muslim] According to another hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad, the first thing that Allah created was the Pen, and He ordered it to write everything that would occur until the Day of Judgement. This information is thus inscribed in what is called, 'The Preserved Tablet' (Al-LawH al-MaHfooz). "And all things have We recorded in a clear record." [(36) Ya-Seen, 12] "Nay, it is a glorious Qur'an. in a preserved tablet." [(85) Al-Burooj, 21-22] This tablet is also referred to in the hadith narrated by Bukhari and Muslim, "When Allah created creation, He wrote a book, which is with Him above the Throne, (it says), 'My mercy overcomes My wrath.'" Ibn Hajar al-`Asqalani mentions, in his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari, that this book is the Preserved Tablet. 

Al-Waleed ibn `Ubadah entered upon his father, `Ubadah while the latter was on his death-bed, and asked him for advice. `Ubadah said, "Help me to sit up." They did so, and then he said, "My son! You will never taste faith, nor reach the true reality of knowing Allah, until you believe in Destiny, the good of it and the bad of it." His son said, "O father! How am I to know what is the good of Destiny and [what is] the evil of it?" He said, "You should know that whatever missed you could never have befallen you, and whatever befell you could never have missed you . . . . O son! If you died without being [certain] on this, you would enter the Fire." [Narrated by Ahmad] 

A synopsis of the belief in Destiny is given by the following paragraph by Imam Abu Ja`far al-Tahawi, a renowned scholar of the fourth Islamic century, whose statement of the doctrine (from which the extract is taken) has been unanimously accepted by Ahlu's-Sunnah wa'l-Jama`ah. He says, "Allah created the creation with His knowledge. He appointed measures for them and laid out lifespans. Nothing was hidden from Him before He created them, and He knew what they would do before He created them. He commanded them to obey Him and forbade them from disobeying Him. Everything runs according to His decree and will, and His will becomes effective. The servants have no will except that which Allah wills them to have, for whatever Allah wills is, and whatever He does not will is not. [Allah] guides whom He wills and grants him protection and well-being out of His grace. And He leaves to stray whom He wills, and forsakes him and puts him to trial out of justice. Mankind acts in whatever way he wills, between His grace and justice. [Allah] is exalted above partners and rivals. There is no repeller of His decree, nor any postponer of His command, nor any predominator of His order. We believe in all of this, and are certain that all is from Him." 

Allah knows all

We have already established that Allah knows all, be it past, present or future. The Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said, "There is not any one of you whose places in Hell and Heaven have not been written." The Companions asked, "O Messenger of Allah! Shall we then not rely [on this]?" He said, "Act, and each shall be eased [to that to which he was created]." Then, he recited the verses meaning, "So, whoever gives [in charity] and is pious, and affirms the Good [i.e. Islam], We shall ease him to ease. And, whoever is miserly and considers himself free of need, and denies the Good, We shall ease him to adversity." [(92) Al-Layl, 5-10] 

So, although Allah already knows who is going to Heaven and who is going to Hell, He does not compel us to act the way we do. What we do is based on our own choice and free-will granted to us by Allah, but He already knows what choices we will make. Nor is Allah's guidance and leading astray arbitrary. He guides those who are sincere and honest and who seek guidance. "Those who strive in Our way, We shall guide them to Our paths." [(29) Al-`Ankabut, 69] And He leaves to stray those who consciously and stubbornly reject the truth. "And they say, 'Our hearts are in a covering from that to which you call us, and in our ears is a deafness, and between us and you is a barrier, so act [in your way], we [also] are acting [in our way]." [(41) Fussilat, 4] It is about such people that Allah tells us that "If Allah had known of [any] good in them, He would have made them hear, but even if He had made them hear, they would have turned away, averse." [(8) Al-Anfal, 23] 

Difference between Will and Pleasure

Let us point out the important difference between Allah's will and His pleasure. Anything that occurs does so by the will of Allah. The Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa-sallam) used to teach his Household and Companions, that "Whatever Allah wills is, and whatever He has not willed is not." [Narrated by Bayhaqi] So, if something occurs, we know then that Allah willed it, while we know also that anything that did not occur was not willed by Allah to occur. This does not by any means imply that Allah is pleased by all that occurs. Although He wills and allows many different things to occur, He is pleased by some of them and displeased by others. This is the point which the pagans neglected when they claimed, as we have referred to before, "If [Allah] the Most Gracious had willed, we would not have worshipped them [(other gods)]." [(43) Al-Zukhruf, 20] So, for example, Allah is pleased by Islam and good deeds done by Muslims, but He is displeased by disbelief and sin. And, finally, it should be pointed out that although Allah is the creator of the good and the bad, we should not single out the bad and attribute it to Allah, as a matter of respect and etiquette. 

Accepting Destiny with submission

The belief in Destiny is intertwined with the fact that everything which occurs does so by the will of Allah (but not necessarily His approval) and within His pre-eternal knowledge. Mankind acts within this destiny by his own free will. We should not try to ponder excessively over the issue of Destiny, for its precise reality is not accessible to our minds. A man once asked Imam Hasan al-Basri (a famous scholar of the Tabi`in), "Has Allah forced servants to do their deeds?" Hasan replied, "He is more just than that!" "Did He leave things up to them [entirely] then?" the man asked. Hasan said, "He is mightier than that! If He had forced them, He would not punish them, but if He had left things up to them, the order [to obey] would have had no meaning. In fact, the truth is somewhere between the two, and Allah has kept it hidden, so you cannot understand it." 

This is a crucial point to keep in mind : that we are incapable of grasping the full reality of Destiny. It has been kept hidden from even the most pious Muslims, the Prophets and the angels. This concept should not be difficult to accept, for even in thermodynamics and computer science, there are problems which are proven to have no solution. Hence, we should beware of pronouncing personal opinions or becoming pre-occupied with the issue, for that is a fruitless pursuit. In fact, one who treads that path deprives himself of the benefits of other, more productive endeavors, such as doing good deeds or using his mind to solve practical problems. He is at his own peril, and, moreover, runs the additional risk of uttering lies against Allah, in an attempt to try to master the reality of Destiny. Eventually, his frustration may even lead him to protest Allah's decree, saying, "Why did Allah decree such and such?" and to challenge Allah's decree is disbelief. "He may not be questioned regarding that which He does, but they will be questioned [about their deeds]." [(21) Al-Anbiya', 23] 

Justice

Believing in the justice of Allah is related to the belief in Destiny. "Allah does not do injustice of the weight of an atom. And, if it is a good deed, He multiplies it, and gives from Himself a good reward." [(4) Al-Nisa', 40] "Nor am I the least unjust to My servants." [(50) Qaf, 29] Allah does not punish anyone for the deeds of another, nor for other things absolutely beyond his capability. He rewards the righteous by His Grace, and punishes the evil out of justice. Allah is the absolute sovereign, Who has full authority over and ownership of all, and is therefore free to do whatever He wills. He is never unjust. Anyone who attributes injustice to Allah is a disbeliever. We should be careful not to complain about Allah in times of misfortune. 

Deeds

Our deeds are created by Allah, for Allah is the Creator of all things. "Allah creates you and what you do." [(37), Al-Saaffaat, 97] We merely earn the deeds, such that whenever we make the intention and effort to do something, Allah will usually create the deed for us at that time. However, the responsibility for the deed is ours, since we chose to do it. If we try our utmost to do something, but the deed is not created for us, then the reward or sin we get is the same as if we had actually done the deed. This is why those who stay back from jihad due to genuine, serious illness get the same reward as the mujahideen, and also why Hell is deserved by a Muslim who is killed by another Muslim while the two are engaged in unjustified mortal combat. 

There is no strength to maintain piety and uprightness without the assistance and grace of Allah, nor is there any power to keep away from evil and sin other than that granted by Allah. The most one human being can do for another's guidance is to present the truth to him and remind him, and to pray to Allah for the other's guidance. 

Heretic Sects

The Qadariyyah denied Destiny. In their pre-occupation with trying to reduce the issue to full comprehension, they claimed that Allah does not know the future before it occurs, and they thereby became disbelievers. They also claimed that Allah does not will evil, thus implying that He is not the creator of all. The Companions and Tabi`in who were alive at the time of emergence of the Qadariyyah were, justifiedly, very harsh against them. They used to warn people not greet the Qadariyyah with salam, not to visit their ill nor to pray over their dead. 

The Jabriyyah went to the other extreme - fatalism. They claimed that human beings are under compulsion and have no free will. This is also disbelief, and such people are in fact even denying the experienced reality of free will. This is reminiscent of the disbelievers' argument that it is Allah's will that they disbelieve, and that therefore they will let it be. If such people are sincere in their claim, they should abandon making effort for their worldly needs just as they ignore their Hereafter. 
 Practical Applications of the Belief in Destiny

1. Thankfulness in times of prosperity and well-being

The Muslim should always be thankful to Allah, for he owes all his favors to Him. We should be thankful in the good times such that we do not become arrogant and conceited. We should realize that any success we attain is from Allah, Who could withdraw it whenever He wills. We should not, therefore, be like Qarun, the evil kinsman of Prophet Moses `alayhis-salam, who had been given immense wealth, but claimed the credit for himself. "He said, 'I have only been given it only because of knowledge which I possess.' Did he not know that Allah has destroyed before him generations who were mightier than him in power, and greater in number?" [(28) Al-Qasas, 78] 

Qarun attributed his wealth to knowledge : either religious knowledge - for it is said that he had memorized the Torah - or worldly knowledge, such as that of trade and commerce. He thus failed the test, for even if the wealth were a partial reward for piety, then in order to remain in the favor of Allah, he should have been thankful to Him and spent the money in good causes such as feeding the poor and helping the mujahideen. And, even if he had obtained the money through some worldly business expertise, he overlooked the fact that that was only a means, and that in fact the means themselves could not have been obtained, maintained and exercised without the will and grace of Allah. "Then, when affliction smites man, he cries out to Us, then when We have removed it, as a favor from Us, he says, 'I have only been given it based on knowledge.' Nay! It is a test, but most of them do not know. Those before them said [the same], but all they earned did not avail them [aught]." [(39) Al-Zumar, 49-50] 

2. Patience in times of calamity

Similarly, we should bear patiently any calamities or misfortunes which come our way. We should realize that this misfortune could not possibly have been avoided, for it was part of the Decree. "No misfortune strikes, upon the earth or in your own selves, except that it is in a record before We create it. Indeed, that is easy for Allah. [It is] in order that you do not despair over that which passed you by, nor exult in that which He has given you." [(57) Al-Hadeed, 22-23] 

At the same time, if the misfortune was brought about by some misdeed on our part, we should try to correct ourselves so as not to repeat the same mistake; we should not try to attribute our faults to Destiny. If the misfortune was a consequence of some sins, then although it is a punishment, it can be a means for obtaining forgiveness for those sins. Allah will not punish a believer twice for the same sin, and the punishment of this world is far lighter than that of the Hereafter. 

"We shall surely test you with something [in the way] of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, life and produce. And give glad tidings to the patient ones. Those who, when a calamity afflcits them, say, 'To Allah We belong, and to Him we return. They are those upon whom there are blessings from their Lord, and mercy, and they are the rightly-guided ones." [(2) Al-Baqarah, 155] The Prophet (may Allah bless him and grant him peace) has said, "How wonderful is the case of the believer! All of his matters are good for him, and this is not [the case] for any other than the believer. If prosperity comes his way, he gives thanks [to Allah], and so it is good for him. And, if adversity afflicts him, he is patient, and so it is good for him." [Narrated by Muslim] If we are not patient, however, and instead complain and are dissatisfied, then rather than obtaining forgiveness and/or raising of ranks in the Hereafter, we may only be adding to our troubles. 

3. Submission to the orders of Allah

Since we believe that everything is pre-known to Allah, and that He is the Wise, we realize that it is always to our benefit to obey Allah. We do not, therefore, compromize on the fundamentals of our religion merely to earn a living, for we know that our sustenance is in the control of Allah. It is up to us whether we obtain what is written for us through lawful means or unlawful. 

Similarly, we realize that the time of our death is already written, and if we break the orders of Allah in trying to escape death, then we are bound to fail. "Say : Fleeing will never benefit you if you are fleeing from death or killing, and in that case you will be reprieved only for a short while." [(33) Al-Ahzab, 33] And the Prophet (may Allah bless him and grant him peace) has said, "Indeed, the Holy Spirit [i.e. Angel Gabriel] has inspired me [with the fact] that a soul shall not die until it has depleted its lifespan and sustenance." [Narrated by Ibn Hibban] 

Hence, we see the folly of the stance of the hypocrites, and take steps to distance ourselves from it. Allah describes them, in a time of war, as, "A group, whom their own souls had rendered anxious, thinking vain thoughts about Allah, thoughts of ignorance. [They were] saying, 'Is any of the matter up to us? ' Say, 'Indeed, the matter is all Allah's.' They hide within themselves what they do not expose to you. They say, 'If any of the matter had been up to us, we should not have been killed here.' Say : Even if you were in your homes, those for whom killing had been written would have come forth to their lying places [to lie down and die]. [It is] in order that Allah might test that [sincerity] which is in your hearts, and that He might purify what is in your breasts. Indeed, Allah knows what the hearts contain." [(3) Aal-`Imran, 154] So, the choice is the Muslim's - whether he dies fighting in the path of Allah and thereby attains martyrdom, or holds back out of fear, in which case death comes to him at the same time anyway. 

4. Using means and precautions, such as medicines and supplications

The use of these does not violate the belief in Destiny. The Companions asked the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and grant him peace), "O Messenger of Allah! Have you considered medicines with which we heal ourselves, curing invocations (ruqyah) which we recite over ourselves, and [various] precautions that we take; do they turn away any of the Destiny of Allah?" He said, "It is [part] of the Destiny of Allah." [Narrated by Bayhaqi in al-I`tiqad] So, if we are cured through using medicine, it is Allah that cured us by means of it, and Allah knew that we were going to take that medicine, although He could have cured us even without the medicine. Yet, we are, in all aspects of life, required to take certain precautions and to adopt certain means, and then to leave the results to Allah.

BELIEF IN THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT :

Living with Death

       Our attitude to death can be classified under four categories. There are those who support the unintelligent view of, say, a poet, who claims that, "Whatever has happened in the Past is over, and as you don't know what's going to happen in the future you might as well live for the present!". 
People who have adopted this philosophy on life consider the day that has passed as something which is over and done with and they do not think about the future. They reckon that there is no point in thinking about what has happened. But, for goodness sake, it is not over! Our deeds are accounted for in the record of our actions, good and bad, and none of them, great or small, will be left out of that record. We may hope our actions are unseen, but (it is only to our consciousness that they are unseen). Otherwise, whatever we have done is Present in our soul, and God is aware of our deeds even though we may forget about them. In fact, people who never think about death are the most misled, compared to the other three categories.

We can compare the attitude of the second category of people with that of the Persian poet, Umar Khayyam. Many people were attracted to his unconventional views as far as morals were concerned. He says, ‘'Since death is an undeniable truth and life is short and ephemeral, let's fill it with love and passion. And when we are struck with misfortune and despair, let us seek refuge in wine and poetry, and revel in forbidden pleasures!"
Then there are people who think of death as a phenomenon and an event without any consequences. These people belong to the third category. The Arab poet Abul Atahiya is well-known for his verses on the phenomenon of death, but he has not spoken of what happens after death, as if he agrees with people who claim, "Death is nothing but a deep sleep in the grave."

Finally, the fourth category of people are those who follow the way of truth because they realise that life is eternal, and that death is the beginning and not a deep sleep. Indeed there is another, much longer life which is infinite. It may be a life of eternal bliss and joy, or one of never-ending suffering.

Life After Death :

     The life hereafter is the true life. It is not visible to anyone who is short-sighted and cannot be understood by anyone who is dull-witted or does not wish to hearabout such things. But anyone who really uses his eyes and mind to see and understand truth will realise that life consists of several stages. A man begins his life as an insignificant mass, shrunk within himself in his mother's womb. At that stage, if he were given the power of reasoning, he would take the womb as his ultimate abode, and one which he would only leave under duress. If he were able to speak at that stage he would declare that leaving his mother's womb would mean being dead and buried, in just the same way as we consider death and departure from this world. But it is also a process of birth, a shift from this world to another, which is more expansive and far removed from our mortal, material life. It is the world of eternal life.

Being prepared for Death:

       Our zest for life is an inborn human instinct. The ambitions we nurse and the hopes we aspire to are never ending. In fact it is for this reason that death, in spite of being closely connected To our sense perceptions, is far removed from our thoughts. Even the sight of a funeral may not remind us of our own death. On the contrary, many of us live in the illusion that death is something that will never happen to us. Even when we attend a funeral service, our minds may wander. There are graveyards around us, but do they make us think about the fact that one day we too shall be laid to rest?

Fortunately, however, the graveyard is not our ultimate abode! It is our physical bodies which will be laid to rest. The body is like a garment that we take off when it gets dirty. And the soul disentangles itself from the body in just the same way as the child disentangles itself from the placenta when it is born. Anyone who is not following the path of God may forget about death. But a believer is always ready to meet his end and prepares for it by repenting to God and asking for His forgiveness. Such a person clears all his debts, in terms of money and obligations. He is continuously taking stock of his actions, tnanking God for his successes and seeking forgiveness for his failures and shortcomings. He contemplates life after death by thinking ofthe day when all eyes will be forced to turn toward God, and by being aware of punishment after death. Such a person is constantly seeking God's pleasure through his noble deeds, and through prayer and patience .

Dying Consciously :

      Here are some verses from the Holy Quran regarding the subject of death: , Why then, when (the last breath) comes up to the throat (of a dying man), the while you are (helplessly) looking on - and while We are closer to him than you, although you see (Us) not: why then, if (you think that) you are not truly dependent (on Us), can you not cause that (ebbing life) to return - if what you claim is true? (56:83-87) In other words, when death approaches we tend to panic and feel helpless; we bring medical help to the dying person and comfort him as much as we can. But at this point can anyone who claims not to be dependent on God, do anything to restore health and give him a new lease of life? This is a g divine challenge to those who deny the existence of God. It is a question which they cannot answer .

A Senseless Doubt :

      Some people who have abandoned religion may cynically ask, "How can the Angel of Death possibly be with two people who are dying at the same time in say, America and China?’’ The answer to that statement is:

1 - From the angel's perspective, planet earth seems like a minute particle - rather like our -.'lew of a small container covered with thousands of ants. In fact, an angel is more gigantic in stature than us, visavis tiny creatures: the globe on which we live is like a grain of wheat in an angel's hand.

2 - The Angel of Death has helpers who give assistance in our appointed hour of death. ... when death approaches any of you, Our messengers cause him to die... (6:61)

The Day of Judgement

The second basic tenet of faith is belief in the Day of Judgement. The Holy Quran places so much importance on this principle as on belief in God: the two tenets are invariably mentioned together.

A believer is constantly aware of the Day of Judgement and this knowledge determines his actions: he does as much good as he can to reap the rewards on that Day and avoids letting involved in actions which will harm him spiritually. He will resist even the most enjoyable and desirable temptations, realising he will have to take full responsibility for his actions on that Day. Similarly, if he is asked to undertake a difficult task, he will carry it out, being aware of the positive sequences. Such people are described in the Holy Quran as those.

... who are impelled to rise from their beds (at night) to call out to their Sustainer in fear and Hope, and who spend on others out of what We provide for them as sustenance... .(32:l6)
It is people like this, who are happy to serve God regardless of whether times are good or bad: They are willing to let go of whatever they own for the sake of others. They are in awe of God and respect His power an ;1 at the same time, they are comforted by His mercy.

The Last Hour :

    The Holy Quran states that as human beings, none of us has any concept of the Last Hour, save Go I: They will ask thee (0 Prophet) about the (Last Hour), [When will it come to pass?l Say: "Verily, knowledge thereof rests with my Sustainer alone. None but He will reveal it in its time". (7:187) "And the Last Hour will occur all of a sudden... «like the twinkling of an eye, or closer still..." (16:77)

But the Holy Quran states that certain strange happenings will take place in this universe prior to the Last Hour: a creature will be brought forth to speak to mankind - the human mind cannot picture how, or what kind of beast this will be. Our knowledge is limited to the fact that God has revealed this! information.

Among the other peculiar occurrences that will COME about is the letting loose from a rampart of the savage tribes,!

Yajuj and Majuj (referred to as Gog and Magog): ... it has been unfailingly true of any community whom we have ever destroyed that they (were people who) would never turn back (from their sinful ways) until such a time as Gog and Magog are let loose (upon the world) and swarm down from every corner (of the earth) while the true promise of resurrection draws close (to its fulfilment). But then, lo! the eyes of those who (in their lifetime) were bent on denying the truth, will stare  in horror, (and they will exclaim), "Oh, woe unto us! We were indeed heedless of this (promise of resurrection!) - nay, we were (bent on) doing evil!" (21:95-97)
There are references to the Last Hour in other traditions, such as the Sayings of the Prophet, though these are not mentioned in the Holy Quran, Among them are the extinction of truth and the prevalence of ignorance, alcoholism, adultery, an increase in the number of women and a decrease in the number of men, the disappearance of honesty and trustworthiness, social imbalances, the appearance of an impostor until Jesus' appearance as the Proclaimer of the Divine Path, as revealed to the Last of All Messengers, Muhammad (peace be upon him).

Commencement of the Last Hour :

The Holy Quran states that the Last Hour will-be preceded by certain signs. There will be a massive earthquake, unlike any other that mankind has witnessed, and it will come about when human life is still flourishing. The consequence will be that human society will be thrown into a state of panic and terror and plunged into gloom. This panic will be so severe that mothers may forget to nurse their babies, pregnant women will have miscarriages due to, shock and people will lose consciousness, as if they are drunk. And it will seem to thee that ail mankind is drunk, although they will not be drunk – but vehement will be (their dread of) God's chastisement. (22:2)
The occurrence of this earthquake before the Day of Judgement is further confirmed in another verse in the Holy Quran:

When the earth quakes with her (last) mighty quaking, and (when) the earth yields up her burdens, and man cries out, "What has happened to her?’’ (99:1)
Thus man will live on earth to witness the earthquake, enquire about it and trace the reasons for its occurrence.

Celestial Events:

As we saw earlier, alt the knowledge regarding the Day of Judgement and what will happen on that Day, belongs to the unseen realm. With our limited perception we cannot inform ourselves about it in the same way as we can find out about the material world we live in. The human mind will not be able to control it in the same way as it controls worldly affairs: our knowledge regarding That Day is based solely on our understanding of the meaning and significance of the texts concerning the subject. We find in the Holy Quran many clearly worded texts describing the changes and alterations that may occur in what we call the laws of nature. It is understood, for example, that the continuity of these laws is dependent on the continuity of life on earth. In other words, they will cease to be valid when this life ceases to exist.
This means that we can deduce that the world we know, with its earth, stars and the marvelous system that holds it together, is but a temporary abode set up for a specific time',' and purpose. Other events happening on that Day are that the mountains-will be rocked so violently that they will become like cotton wool. Huge mountains will be reduced to hillocks of quicksand and the whole earth will become completely flat and bare with no rough surfaces whatsoever. The Holy Quran has informed us about all these events. It says that the waters of the seas will explode and evaporate into steam, the stars will fall out of their galaxies, the moon and the sun will merge, the skies will be torn away and folded, like sheets, in a large size register. And the earth will be changed into another earth. Heaven too will be changed.
Blowing of the Trumpet :

       We do not have any detailed description of the trumpet referred to in the Holy Quran, nor how it will be blown. Whatever is said about it without the support of Quranic verses or authentic Traditions (Sayings of the Prophet, peace be upon him) should not be relied upon. However, in the light of what is said in the Holy Quran, we understand that the trumpet may be blown on two occasions: And on that Day, the trumpet (of judgement) will be sounded, and all that are in the heavens and all that are on earth will be stricken with terror...(27:87)

And the trumpet (of judgement) will be sounded, and all that are in the heavens and all that are on earth will fall down senseless... (39:68) The above verses refer to the occasion when the blowing of the trumpet will render mankind into a state of panic and senselessness.

The second occasion on which the trumpet is blown will be for resurrection. This is the occasion on which judgement will take place, as stated in the Holy Quran: And (then) the trumpet (of resurrection) will be blown - and lo! out of their grave stowards their Sustainer will they all rush forth. (36:51)

Resurrection and Congregation :

      Everyone who has died will be resurrected on the Day of Judgement, with each person being in the same mental state as on the day he died. This means he will hardly feel the timelag. He may even be under the impression that only an hour or so has passed since his death. His mental state after resurrection is rather like that of a person who goes into a coma for three days as a result of a car accident. When he comes round he continues his normal routine as if nothing had happened. For example, he may set out to do whatever he was doing before he was struck down by the car - talking to someone, crossing the road, etc. He continues that activity without realising he has been unconscious for three days. Mankind will be in such a state on the Day of Resurrection. Among the several real-life situations similar to those that will occur on the Day of Resurrection is the following parable, which appears in the Holy Qur'an:
Or, art thou, 0 man, of the same mind like the one who passed by a town deserted by its people, with its roofs caved in, (and) said, "How could God bring all this back to life after its death?"

Thereupon God caused him to be dead for an hundred years, whereafter He brought him back to life (and) said, "How long hast thou remained thus?"

He answered, "I have remained thus a day, or part of a day."

He (God) said, "Nay, hut thou hast remained thus for a hundred years!" (2:258-259)

We can compare these verses with the other Qur'anic parable of the people in the cave who slept for three hundred years and woke up under the impression that they had only been asleep for a few hours. They sent someone with the money they had on them to buy things to eat. But of course, the money they were using was outdated! And they were totally unaware of this.

These stories illustrate the condition of all human beings on the Day of Resurrection. We too shall all be contradicting each other, thinking that we have slept for only a short while: And on the day when the Hour riseth the guilty will vow that they did tarry hut an hour - thus were they ever deceived. But those to whom knowledge and faith are given will say: The truth is, ye have tarried, by God's decree, until the Day of Resurrection. This is the Day of Resurrection, but ye used not to know. (30:55-56)

Thus people will be under the illusion that they are still living in this world. But the shock and horror of that Day will cut adrift all relationships and affinity among human beings: Then those whose scales are heavy, they are the successful. (23:102)

We will ignore even our closest friends, as we shall all be so involved dealing with our own 'business'. We will even flee from our families, - offering them as ransom if need be! All human beings will be left in such a state until they will all be taken to the congregation.

God will gather every being for the congregation, from Adam until the last of his descendants: Those who died in their sleep, were drowned, devoured by wild beasts, killed in air crashes, were cremated - everyone will be resurrected by God, who created them form nothingness. Among those gathered for the congregation too, will be the jinns and the satans.

Hastening toward the Summoner the disbelievers say, "This is a hard day". (54:8)

Then our Lord shall command hell to appear from a distance for everyone to see. And He will say, "Did I not charge you, 0 ye sons of Adam, that ye worship not the devil - lo! he is your open foe! – but that ye worship Me? That was the right path. Yet he hath led astray of you a great multitude. Had ye then no sense? This is hell, which ye were promised (if ye followed him)". (30:60-63)

And the wrong-doers shall be ordered by our Lord to stand apart in order that they be identified and at that moment every wrong doer will wish that he need not have been born as a human being. He will say, 

‘’0h, would that I were mere dust..." (78:40)

Then God will send all the unbelievers, along with the jinns and satans whom they worshipped as gods, to hell. These gods include: Zeus and Aphrodite of the Greeks, Jupiter and Venus of the Romans, Hurmuz and Eherman of the Persians, Habi of the Egyptians, Bal of the Phoenicians and Lat and Uzza of the Arabs. Men set these gods up as partners to God. The Greeks and Romans set up different gods for different things: Apollo the God of sun and the arts, Bacchus the God of wine, Diana and Artemis, goddesses of wisdom, Neptune the God of the seas, and so on.

Unto them God will say, "Call those partners of Mine whom ye pretended." Then they will cry unto them, but they will not hear their prayers, and We shall set a gulf doom between them. (18:52)
And God will say, "What aileth you that ye help not one another?" (37:25)

The weak and the powerless will look to those who were arrogant in their use of power, who appointed themselves as leaders and guardians of the people, and led them astray along paths of polytheism and unbelief. And at that critical hour those who have been misled will ask their leaders: "We were unto you a following, can ye then avert from us aught of God's doom?" (14:21)
But those leaders have no answer. They can only evade the questions put to them and exonerate themselves by confessing their inability either to save themselves or those whom they misled. They all stand in total submission after being humiliated before the Lord of all creations: the pantheon with all the deities will have gone, likewise false leadership will have been obliterated, the bonds between unbelievers and their objects of worship will have been broken. In fact, the very objects of worship will absolve themselves of the guilt of falsehood built around them by those who worshipped them. Even Satan will admit his faithlessness to his followers.

And when everything will have been decided, Satan will say, "Behold, God promised you something that was bound to come true! I, too, held out (all manner of) promises to you - but I deceived you". (14:22)
Satan will shirk his responsibility and throw it on those who followed him. He will confess his incapacity and helplessness and admit that he could do nothing, save spread kicked thoughts, and lead people into temptation and false Caching. He had absolutely no power:

Yet I bad no power at all over you. I but called you and you responded unto me. Hence, blame not me, but blame yourselves. (14:22)

Verily, Satan's power is weak indeed, (4:76)
All this is proof against those who claim to employ the jinn and satans, in order to influence people - and even persuade them that they can cure their illnesses through the use of these unseen beings .
The Records and Scales: 

We believe in the records of deeds that will be given to people in their right hands or behind their backs, in the left hands: "As for him who is given his book in his right hand, he shall surely receive an easy reckoning and he will return to his family rejoicing. But as for him who is given his book behind his back, he shall call for destruction on himself and will burn in a blazing fire" (84:7-12); "Every man's work We have fastened on his own neck, and on the Day of Judgment We shall bring out for him a book which he will see spread open, saying: 'Read your own book! Enough for you this day that your own soul should call you to account." (17:13-14) 

We believe that scales of deeds will be set up on the Day of Judgment, and that no soul shall be wronged: "Whoever has done an atom's weight of good shall see it" (99:7-8); "Those whose scales are heavy, they are the successful; but those whose scales are light, they are the ones who have lost their souls in Hell dwelling forever. The fire will burn their faces, and there they will be gloomy with lips displaced" (23: 102-4); and "He that does a good deed shall be rewarded ten times the like of it, and he that does evil shall only be rewarded the like of it, and they shall not be wronged" (6:160). 

The Prophet's Intercession: 

We believe in the special great intercession of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. He will plead with Allah, after His permission and on behalf of mankind, to judge among His servants when they suffer from worries and troubles that they cannot bear. They will go to Adam, then to Noah, then to Abraham, then to Moses, then to Jesus, and finally to Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. 

We believe in the intercession that concerns some believers who were to be taken out from the fire. This mediation is granted to the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and to others among the prophets, the believers, and the angels. 

We believe also that Allah will save from hell some of the believers without the intercession of any one, but by His grace and mercy. 

The Prophet's Pool: 

We believe in the pool of the Prophet, peace be upon him, the water of which is whiter than milk and sweeter than honey and better in fragrance than musk. Each of its length and width is the distance of a month's travel. Its glasses are as stars in beauty and number. The believers among the Prophet's followers come to take from this great cistern a drink after which they will never be thirsty. 

The Straight Path: 

We believe in the straight path (sirat) set up over hell. People pass over it according to their deeds: the first of them as fast as lighting, then as fast as wind, then as fast as birds, and then as fast as a running man. The Prophet will be standing on the path, saying: "Lord, Save! Save!," as some people's deeds will fall short. Some of them will come crawling. At both sides of the path there are hooks designed to take whom Allah wills: some are saved but bruised; others are thrown into hell. (Bukhari and Muslim). 

We believe in all that is mentioned in the Qur'an or the prophetic sayings concerning that day and its horrors, may Allah save us from them. 

We believe in the intercession (Shafa'ah) of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, for the people of paradise to enter therein. This intercession is exclusively limited to the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. 

What Happens in the Grave? 

We believe in the Trial of the Grave, which involves questioning the deceased person in his grave about his Lord, his religion, and his prophet. There "Allah confirms those who believe with a firm saying, in the present life and the hereafter" (14:27). The believer will say: "Allah is my Lord, Islam is my religion, and Muhammad is my prophet." The unbeliever or the hypocrite will say: "I do not know. I heard the people saying something and I said it." 

We believe in the comfort of the grave for the believers: "Those whose lives the angels take in state of purity, saying 'peace be on you; enter paradise for what you were doing' (16:32). 

We believe in the punishment of the grave for the transgressing unbelievers: "If you could only see when the evildoers are in the agonies of death and the angels are stretching out their hands, saying, 'Give up your souls! Today you shall be rewarded with the punishment of humiliation for what you used to say untrue about Allah, and for scornfully rejecting His signs"' (6:93). The sayings of the Prophet are numerous and well-known in this area. A Muslim must believe in all that is reported in the Qur'an and the prophetic traditions concerning the unseen matters. He should not contradict it by his worldly experience, because the affairs of the hereafter cannot be measured by the affairs of this life. The difference between them is very great. Allah is the source of help. 

Reckoning :

       Every human being will present him or herself for the reckoning. A balance of absolute justice will be set up, which will not ignore even the most trifling matter. Everything will be taken into account – all that is on earth or in the skies, even including the electrons in an atom' Man will be reckoned for all his actions and any hypocrisy; double-dealing or deception he indulged in during his lifetime will weigh against him.

It will be an absolutely fair reckoning; only our good actions, prayers and supplications to God for pardon and mercy will stand in our favour. Any worldly attributes we may have enjoyed on earth, such as wealth, influence and power will be of no help to us on the Day of Reckoning, except for the extent to which we used these attributes for the sake of God, in His path and in obedience to Him. On that Day, no one will be able to help anyone else, nor can anyone intercede with God unless He grants His leave. Intercession in the other world will be different from this one. In this world we may be able to mediate with someone in a position of authority on the strength of the goodwill or influence we enjoy with that person. This sort of intercession may not be sincere. It may be done with the intention of obliging an employee or having acquitted someone who was accused of doing wrong. However, intercession in the other world can only take place when God, out of His mercy, wishes to pardon someone and to honour a person out of His generosity to humour him or her. In this case, He grants permission to someone to intercede, and, accordingly, the person to whom Divine permission is granted intervenes.
Witness and Proof :

     Law courts in this world are presided over by human beings who have been trained to be judges. The justice dispensed by such courts is limited and by no means flawless. Facts of every litigation are judged on the basis of material evidence. However, courts in the other world will be presided over by God; justice will be absolute and unrestricted. The prophets will bear witness, likewise the angels, who recorded good and bad actions; their register will contain statistical information on the confessions of sinners, and even the limbs of the human body will give witness regarding actions committed. 

Witness by the Messengers

On the Day of Reckoning, the prophets will be brought forward: The record (or Deeds) will be placed open; the prophets and the witnesses will be brought forward. (39:69) 

Every community will be judged in the presence of its Prophet, according to the sharia (religious law), which it abided by in this world: And thou will see all people kneeling down: all people will be called to the record. (45:28) 

How then if We brought from each people a witness, and We brought thee as a witness against these people. (4:41)

The Books and the Scrolls :

      The scrolls on which deeds we have carried out in this world will be recorded and kept folded; these scrolls remain unrevealed, and a secret human beings will know nothing about. If we repent in all sincerity for the sins we committed, those sins will be erased from the scrolls. If we do not repent those deeds will remain recorded, and on the Day of Reckoning, will be brought forward and made known to everyone – like examination results. And like examination results, they will remain in the custody of the examiners as guarded secrets: no one will know who has failed until the date and time are fixed for the announcement of the results. Then those results will become known to all who are concerned about them, and news regarding those who have failed their examinations will spread among family and friends. But on the Day of Reckoning, the record of wrong deeds and failure to obey Divine Law will be made known to the entire congregation of humanity. If you fail an examination you may lose a year of your career - but failing the divine test, ordained by God - the test of faith in God and belief and practice of what He ordains, will lead one to hell and if he is an unbeliever, deprive him of eternal happiness. On that Day the Scrolls will be unfolded and every man will receive his record of deeds and be told:

"Read this thine record! Sufficient is thine own SELF today to make out thine account!" (17:14)

Anyone who has more good deeds recorded to his credit by the Angel of the Right will receive his record of deeds on his right hand, as a glad tiding  to him that his reckoning will be smooth and easy. When he reads his record, he experiences the same kind of happiness as a student who finds out he has passed his examinations when he reads his results. He wants to tell those close to him about his success: Now as for him whose record shall be placed in his right hand, he will exclaim, "Come you all! Read this my .record! Behold, I did know that (one day) I would have to ; face my account". (69:19-29)
And whoever has more bad deeds on his records, as noted 'by the Angel of the Left, will receive his record of deeds in his left hand. He will weep in self-pity and it will dawn on him that he will have to face eternal despair. He will then say: "Oh would that I had never been shown this my record, and neither known this my account! Oh! would that this (death of mine) had been the end of me! Of no avail to me is all that I have (ever) possessed (and) any power of argument had died away from me!" (69:25-29)
But as for him whose record shall be given to him behind his back, he will in time pray for utter destruction, he will enter the blazing flame. (84:10-i2)
The wrong-doers will read the record of their deeds and everything they have done written in it. God will have taken (all of it) into account, even though they (themselves) may have forgotten it. (58:6)
And they will say in wonder, "Oh, woe unto us! What a record is this! It leaves out nothing, be it small or great, but takes everything into account!" For they will find all that they ever wrought (now) facing them. (18:49)
They will then realise that they had done wrong unto themselves and that "thy Sustainer does not wrong anyone". (18:49)
They regret the excesses they committed and on paying heed to the temptations of the devil and their own evil selves. ... a voice will call out unto them, "Indeed greater than your (present) loathing of yourselves was God's loathing of you (at the time) when you were called unto faith went on denying the truth." (40:10)

Defense followed by Confession :

       On the Day of Reckoning, the unbelievers will try to defend themselves and make false oaths to prove their innocence. They will behave as if they are in the presence of a : person of authority in human form, without realising that they are in the presence of God, Lord of all creations, who is aware of what is going on in everyone's conscience and the musings of every soul.

On the day God will raise them all together, then will they swear unto Him as they (now) swear unto you, and they will fancy that they have some standing. (58:18).

... and in their utter confusion they will only be able to say, "By God, our Lord, we never were idolaters." (6:23).

At that moment. God will render them speechless and will order their limbs and internal organs to confess of the wrong they have done: the hand will admit to its mistakes and the legs. will confess about the wrong places they went to: This day We seal up their mouths, and their hands speak out to Us and their feet bear witness as to what they used to earn. (36:65).

When their confessions are taken note of and proven to be true, these people will reproach their organs and limbs: And they say unto their skins, "Why testify ye against us?" They say, "God hath given us speech Who giveth speech to all things, and Who created you in the beginning, and unto Whom ye are returned." (42:21).

These human beings used to hide themselves away from the world in order to indulge in sexual pleasure, and imagined that God would not notice them! How could this be possible, even when measured by human standards of intelligence and capabilities? Television is a good example to illustrate this idea. The announcer sits in an enclosed area and presents a programme - but does this mean he is hidden from anyone's sight? Millions of people both watch and listen to him. If on a human scale we can make information known in this way, it is even simpler for God to observe all the actions of us mortals.

It is for this reason that the Holy Quran says: And they say unto their skins, "Why testify ye against us?" They say, "God hath given us speech Who giveth speech to all things, and Who created you at first, and unto Whom ye are returned. You did not hide yourselves lest your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify against you, but ye deemed that God knew not much of what ye did. That, your thought which ye did think about your Lord, hath ruined you – and ye find yourselves (this day) among the lost".(41:21 - 23).

This is what will happen to those who do not believe in .God and who deny the Day of Reckoning. These people are unable to see beyond this world and refuse to see that life is eternal. Such people do not realise that they cannot hide anything from God, Who is aware of everything and how can they, in this case, possibly hide anything from their physical bodies, which are part and parcel of their own beings?

It is important, therefore, to ask God to forgive and protect us on the Day of Judgement in the same way as He forgave us in this world, for He is the only One Who can do so.

Plausible Argument :

      Some people will reason by asking how our hands and feet. can possibly 'speak' when they do not have the faculty of speech. But, if you think about it, there are inventions that 'speak': tape-recorders, films, cameras, including those which are hidden in banks and such places, and are able to take pictures of anyone who visits the bank. And if a man who robs a bank denies any accusation made against him, a film can be shown. to him, exposing his crime, showing him in the very act of stealing, maybe talking to himself or any others who were around, as proof of what he did.. If man, through his ingenuity can make such marvellous; inventions, is it not possible for God to invent something beyond the ingenuity of man?

The Reckoning and its Result :

     There are various categories of reckoning. The easy reckoning is for those who receive the record of their deeds in their right hands, and the severe reckoning for those who disobey God. After the reckoning, people will be placed in various categories: those who are drawn close to God in the front, followed by those who have done what is right in their life, and finally those who lost their way. Now if one happens to be of those who are drawn close unto God, happiness (awaits him or her in the life to come) and inner fulfilment and a garden o fbliss.

And if one happens to be among those who have attained to righteousness (he or she too will be welcomed into paradise with the words), "Peace be unto thee (that art) of those who have attained to righteousness".

But if one happens to be one of those who are wont to call the truth a tie, and (thus) go astray, a welcome of burning despair (awaits him in the life to come) and the heat of blazing fire! Verily, this is the truth.

Extol then the limitless glory of thy Sustainer's mighty name. (56: 88-96).

The Approach to Hell :

      Everybody will walk along a path overlooking hell. The | speed at which they move along this path will depend how close they are to God and on the abundance of their good deeds. This means, therefore, that those who are in awe of God, and are God-conscious, will have a 'safe exit'. God the Almighty says: There is not one of you but shall approach it. That is a , fixed ordinance of the Lord. Then We shall rescue those who kept from evil, and leave the evil-doers crouching ; there. (19:71-72).

Nay, would that ye knew (now) with a sure knowledge! For ye will behold bell-fire. (102:5 - 6).

The above verses refer to two different 'viewings' of hell. Those who are God-conscious will have the first viewing, and they will have a safe passage  and attain salvation.

Those in the second viewing will include people who have followed evil ways and have been unjust; they will fall into the abyss of hell. The first viewing may perhaps be before the reckoning takes place, when everybody will witness the sight of hell.
Paradise and Hell :
     The Holy Quran presents descriptions of heaven in a style that the human intellect can easily understand. References are made such as: Rivers will run beneath it... Those who reside in it will wear bracelets of gold and pearls, their garments will be of silk... Rivers of wine and rivers of honey will flow in it, and in it will be girls most beautiful of eye like unto pearls hidden in their shells, and immortal youth. The blissful delights of heaven belong to the realm of the unseen, and God has described them in allegorical language in the Holy Quran in a manner easily understood by the human mind. It should therefore be clear to us all that everything in paradise which is referred to is unlike anything in this world That includes the rivers, milk, honey and 'the girls most beautiful of eye,'etc. In this context we can consider the quote from the Holy Quran and a saying by our Prophet peace be upon him. The Holy Quran says:

And no human being can imagine what blissful delights as yet hidden, await (in the life to come) as a reward for all that they did. (32:17).

And our Prophet, peace be upon him ,sys, “”God says, I

have prepared for My righteous servants what no eye has ever seen and no ear has ever heard and  no heart of man has ever conceived" This is further proof of the point we made earlier, that the human being is incapable of imagining or comprehending the unseen.

Commentators on the Holy Quran who have expounded on this subject have done so without providing proof for their theories. They tried hard to present a visual image of the life hereafter and compare it to life in this world. But their efforts were similar to those of scholastic theologians who tried to gauge and conceptualize Divine Justice and Divine Attributes on the basis of human justice and attributes: they got tangled in a web of theories and arguments. It would have been wiser for them to take the same stand as that taken by the scholars of early Islam who adhered strictly to the text regarding relevant issues, admitting the incapacity of the human mind to go beyond its limits.

One of the empty and fruitless arguments put forward by these scholars pertains to the beautiful girls of paradise. Would cohabitation -with them be similar to the way we live with women in this world? They forgot that part of the role of marriage in this world is to have children and preserve our species. But as there is no such purpose in the life hereafter, those sort of questions have no meaning. It is far more reasonable to believe everything that has been mentioned in the Holy Quran instead of going into details and interpreting what has been said in a way which is incompatible with the text.
Access to Heaven :
     Access to heaven cannot be achieved merely by a sense of yearning or wishful thinking. It can only be achieved by faith and obedience. The Holy Quran says: It may not accord with your wishful thinking - nor with the wishful thinking of the followers of earlier revelations - (that) he who does evil shall be requited for it. (4:123).

Do You think that you could enter paradise unless God takes cognizance of your having striven hard (in His cause), and takes cognizance of your having been patient in adversity? (3:142).

Therefore, a believer who is accepted in the realm of paradise is one who promotes good, who has worked for God's sake and has sacrificed time, money and power on earth in order to work towards truth. Failing this, he should have avoided getting involved in actions that in the end are harmful to his spiritual development, and have learnt to be patient. Salvation is finally achieved after the reckoning is over and the believer crosses the bridge of Sirat: Those who were conscious of the Sustainer will be urged on towards Paradise, till when they reach it, they shall find its gates wide-open, and its keeper will say unto them, "Peace be upon you! Well have you done: enter then this (Paradise), herein to abide." And they will exclaim "All praise is due to God, who has made His promise to us come true, and has bestowed upon us this expanse (of bliss) as our portions/so that we may dwell in paradise as we please! And how excellent a reward will it be for those who laboured (in God's way)!" (39:73 - 74).

What is Paradise like?

     In terms of space, paradise is as vast and spacious as the heavens and earth put together. If this is hard to imagine, we must remember that the other world in relation to this is tike this world compared to the mother's womb. As we mentioned earlier, the fetus thinks of the womb as being its own finite world. And, if you think about it, any house on earth is a million times lager than the world of the fetus.
Paradise has been prepared for the righteous and God conscious. So who are these people and what do they do? We may perhaps wish to follow in their footsteps and be blessed by their company. God has described the righteous and God conscious in the following way:

Who spend (in His way) in time of plenty and in time of hardship, and hold in check in their anger, and pardon their fellow men because God loves the doers of good; and who when they have committed a shameful deed or have (otherwise) sinned against themselves, remember God and pray that their sins be forgiven... (3:134-35)

These are some of the qualities of the God fearing and God conscious people. And God will, out of His generosity and benevolence, admit to heaven those who acquire those qualities after practicing the right kind of faith and having sincere belief in the principle of the Oneness of God.

Paradise will be divided into different categories, first and foremost is the Garden of Bliss which may not be attained by everyone: Does every one of them hope to enter a Garden of Bliss? (70:38).

The Garden of Bliss is for those who are: foremost in faith and good works (56:10) They who were (always) drawn close unto God. (56:12).

Then there is a part of heaven known as the 'highest place in heaven'. It is granted to those servants of God referred to the Holy Quran in the chapter entitled Al-Furquan (The Standard of What is True and what is False). They are the people who possess the following virtues:

1 -Humility and patience towards those who are not as spiritually developed as they are.

2-Devotion to God, which keeps them in constant touch with Him.

3 -Awareness of the judgement they will receive in the life hereafter.

4 -Moderation in spending.

5 -Avoidance of treason to God, their fellow creatures and to themselves.

6 -Avoidance of falsehood and futility.

7-Paying attention, both in mind and manner, to God's signs.

8-The desire to bring up their families in righteousness and making them aware of Truth.
The above virtues represent, in a nutshell, a

complete code of individual and social ethics,

and a ladder of spiritual development, available

to everyone.

Among other divisions of heaven are: Gardens with trellises and without. (6:141).

That is to say, there are both cultivated and Uncultivated gardens; Gardens of Abode, Gardens of Eden and the 'two Gardens', for those who are God fearing. In these gardens will be set down the record of the truly virtuous in a most lofty model.
Life in Paradise :
      The Holy Quran states that those who are in paradise will meet their brethren and their kith and kin: Enter Paradise, you and your spouses, with happiness know therein neither (burning) sun nor cold severe, since its (blissful) shades will come down low over them and low will hang down its clusters of fruit, most easy to reach. (76:] 3).

In happiness will they and their spouses on couches recline. (36:56).

And as for those who have attained to faith and whose offspring will have followed them in faith, We shall unite them with their offspring. (52:21).
They will meet in an atmosphere of warmth and purity of heart: We shall have removed whatever unworthy thoughts or feelings may have been (lingering) in their bosoms. (7:42).

...And (by then) We shall have removed whatever unworthy thoughts or feelings may have been (lingering) in their breasts, (and they shall rest) as brethren, facing one bother (in love) upon thrones of happiness. (15:47).

(In such a paradise the blest will dwell) reclining upon carpets lined with rich brocade; and the fruit of both these gardens will be within easy reach. (55:55).

And they will be waited upon by (immortal) youths, (as if they were children) of their own, (as pure) as if they were pearls hidden in their shells. (52:24).

In that (paradise) they shall (right fully) claim all the fruits (of their past deeds), resting in security. (44:55). A cup will be passed round among them (with a drink) from unsullied springs, clear, delightful to those who drink it: no heartiness will be in it, and they will not get drunk thereon. (37:45 - 47).

And as for their food and drink, it will be waited upon with trays and goblets of gold. (43:71). 
Immortal youths will wait upon them with goblets, and ewers, and cups filled with water from unsullied springs. (56:17).

...And with fruit of any kind that they may choose and with the flesh of any fowl that they may desire...amidst fruit-laden lote trees, and acacias flower-clad, and shade extended, and waters gushing and fruit abounding, never-failing and never out of reach, and (they will rest on) couches raised high. (56:19 - 20; 28 - 34).

Upon their faces thou wilt see the brightness of bliss. (83:24),

Some faces will on that Day shine with bliss, well pleased with (the fruit) of their striving. (88:8 - 9).

They will be at liberty to go wherever they wish, to meet and talk to whomever they wish: ... and they will be welcomed with the greeting? "Peace!" (14:23).

They speak nothing but good - ... for they were (willing to be) guided towards the best of all tenets, and so they were guided onto the way that leads to the One unto whom all praise is due. (22:24).

And they (who are thus blest) will turn to one another asking each other (about their past lives). They will say, "Behold, aforetime, - when we were (still living) in the midst of kith and kin - we were full of fear (at the thought of God's displeasure): and so God has graced us with his favour and has warded off from us all suffering through the scorching winds (of frustration)". (52:25-26)

And in gratitude to their Lord they say, "Verily, we did invoke Him (alone) ere this; (and now He has shown us) that He alone is truly benign, a true dispenser of grace." (52:28).

When they talk among themselves, they remember how they spent their time during their life in this world. They also remember matters concerning other people and what became of them: One of them speaks thus, "Behold, I had (on earth) a close companion who was wont to ask (me) "Why,-art thou really one of those who believe it to be true (that) after we have died and become mere dust and bones we shall, forsooth, be brought to judgement?" (And) he adds, "Would you like to look (and see him)?" And then he looks and sees that (companion of his) in the midst of the blazing fire and says, "By God! Verily, thou hast almost destroyed me (too, 0 my erstwhile companion) - for bad it not been for my Sustainer's favour, I would surely be (now) among those who are given over (to suffering)'" (37:51 - 57).

Then God will bless them with the company of most beautiful girls: And (in that Paradise) We shall mate them with companions pure, most beautiful of eye. (52:20).
And (with them will be their) spouses, raised high: for behold, we shall have brought them into being, in a life renewed, having resurrected them as virgins, full of love, well-matched with those who have attained to righteousness. (56:34 - 39). 

In these gardens will be mated of modest gaze, whom neither man nor invisible being will have touched ere them (55:56).

In that state of happiness they will call out, "Limitless art Thou in Thy glory, 0 God!" and will be answered with the greeting, "Peace!" And their call will close with (the words), "All praise is due to God, the Sustainer of all the worlds"(10:10). 

And they will say, "All praise is due to God, Who has guided us unto this. For we would certainly not have found the right path unless God had guided us! Indeed, our Sustainer's Apostle has told us the truth!" and (a voice) will call out unto them, "This is the paradise which you have inherited by virtue of your past deeds." (7:42). 

No weariness shall ever touch them in this (state of bliss) and never shall they have to forego it. (15:48).

And neither shall they taste death thereafter having passed through their erstwhile death. (44:56),
... and the angels will come unto them from every gate (and will say), "Peace be upon you, because you have persevered!" How excellent then, this fulfilment in the hereafter. (13: 23-24).
... and there will be found all that the souls might desire, and (all that) the eyes might delight in. (43:71).

Verily, this-this indeed-is the triumph supreme. For the like of this, then let them labour, those who labour (in God's way). (37:61-62). To that then, let all such aspire as (are willing to) aspire to things of high account. (83:26). Oh Lord, Thy mercy we seek in everything, and thy pardon and forgiveness. Verily, You are the One who pardons and forgives. Grant us refuge Oh Lord, from the torture of hell and grant us too a safe entrance into heaven.

Hell

At the very mention of hell, we imagine afire, similar to the element of fire we have in this world. But although they both belong to the species of fire, there is no comparison between the two. We can notice the vast difference between these two fires when we study carefully the description of it in the Holy Quran. If the fire of hell were the same as the fire we know, of this world, it would bum everything and reduce it to coal. In hell, however, there are trees, water and shade, but they are for the purpose of torture and suffering and not for comfort and luxury. If a person falls into a fire in this world, he meets instant death and is thus saved from the resultant pain and suffering. But a person who is condemned to the fire of hell will undergo eternal suffering: No end shall be put to their lives, so that they could die, nor shall aught of the suffering caused by that (fire) be lightened for them. (35 - 36).

... and every time their skins are burnt off. We shall replace them with new skins, so that they may taste suffering (in full). (4:56).

As for the trees in hell, they are the trees of Zaqqum: the tree of deadly fruit... the (hellish) tree of deadly fruit.

Verily, We have caused it to be a trial for evil doers: for behold, it is a tree that grows in the very heart of the blazing fire (of hell), its fruit (as repulsive) as satan's heads. (37: 62 - 64). 

And the food in hell will be the food of the sinful: [I] like molten lead will it boil in the belly, like the boiling of burning despair. (44:43). 

And stinking water will be given to those who arrogantly deny the way of truth:... he shall be made to drink the water of most bitter distress, gulping it (unceasingly), little by little, and yet hardly able to swallow it. (14:17).

So people in hell will be made to eat deadly fruit and drink stinking water, which they will, due to an insatiable thirst, drink again and again, rather like a camel. That water will boil in their stomachs like molten lead, causing all that is within their bodies, as well as their skins, to melt away. (22:20).

And the garments which they will wear in hell will be garments of fire. (22:19).

The shade in hell will be clouds of fire will they have above them and (similar) clouds beneath them. (39:16) shadows neither cooling nor soothing. (56:44). This will be the fate of those who place more importance on material values and the pleasures they bring, and the fate of unbelievers who deny that there is an afterlife,
For behold, in times gone by they were wont to abandon themselves wholly to the pursuit of pleasures, and would persist in heinous sinning and would say, "What' After we have died and become mere dust and bones, shall we, forsooth, be raised from the dead?". (56: 45 - 46).

Now as for those who (by their deeds) will have brought wretchedness upon themselves, (they shall live) m the fire, where they will have (nothing but) moans and sobs (to relieve their pain) therein to abide as long as the heavens and the earth endure - unless thy Sustainer wills it otherwise: for verily, thy Sustainer is a sovereign doer of whatever He wills. (11: 106).

Entry into hell :
    When the reckoning is over and judgement has been pronounced on unbelievers regarding their punishment in hell, groups of them will be led there. Hell itself will be'furious' with them for persistent disbelief in God and the messages of the prophets. The keepers of hell will be baffled by the foolishness and arrogance of such people. In this context, the Quran states:

When they are cast into that (hell), they hear its breath 'n drawing as it boils up, well-nigh bursting with fury; (and) every time a host (of such sinners) is flung into it, its Lepers will ask them, "Has no warner ever come to you?" that juncture they will confess, "Yes, a warner did indeed come to us, but we gave him the lie and Said 'Never has God sent down anything (by way of revelation!)’ " Thus the angels will tell them, "You (self-styled warners) are but lost in a great delusion".

So they admit that they turned a deaf ear and refused to exercise their minds and that, had they taken heed of the preachings and contemplated both within themselves and the world around them, they would have found proof of God's existence and believed in Him, and would have followed the path shown by the prophets, and, as a consequence, would not have been condemned to hell. And they will add, "Had we but listened (to those warnings), or (at least) used our own reason, we would not (now) be among those who are destined for the blazing fire." (67: 7-10).

Hell as a prison

God the Almighty has described hell as abode: with seven gates leading into it, each gate receiving its allotted share of sinners (15:44), and that it will be: a fire kindled by God, which will rise over the (guilty) hearts; verily it will close in upon them in endless columns. (104:6-9).

Those who have been assigned to hell will be tied together and flung into a tight space, and when they are flung, linked (all) together, into a tight space within, they will pray for extinction there and then! (25: 12 -14).

Behold, for those who deny the truth we have readied chains and shackles, a blazing flame. (76:4).

Efforts to escape :
     God has granted man with a certain life span in this world, the mental capacity to choose which course of action to take and the willpower to enable him to implement the course of action he decides upon. Some people proceed along the 'wrong road', and having reached their destination realize that, ultimately, it is of no value for them and start looking for ways of escape. Such people may swear that they will live a Godly life, as long as they are given a second chance like a student who has taken an exam, failed it and is sitting for it for a second time. But it may not be such a simple matter. As God the Almighty states in the Quran: Verily We have brought them a scripture which we expound with knowledge, a guidance and a mercy for a people who believe. Await they aught save the fulfillment thereof? On the day when the fulfillment thereof cometh, those were before forgetful thereof will say, "The messengers of our Lord did bring the truth! Have we any intercessors that they may intercede for us? Or can we be returned (to life on earth) that we may act otherwise than we used to act?" They have lost their souls, and that which they devised hath failed them (7: 52 - 53).

He whom God sendeth astray, for him there is no protecting friend after Him. And thou (Muhammad) wilst see the evil - doers when they see doom. "(How)," they say, "is there any way of return?" (42:44).

And they cry for help there, (saying), "Our Lord! •Please us! We will do right, not (the wrong) that we used to do. Did not we grant you a life long enough for him who Wiected to reflect therein? And the warner came unto you. Now taste (the flavour of your deeds). For evil-doers there is no helper. (35:37).

In desperation, these men seek the help of the keepers of in the hope that they may rescue them. And those in the fire say unto the guards of hell, "Entreat your Lord that He relieve us of a day of the torment." They say, "Came not your messenger unto you with clear proofs?" They say, "Yea." They say, "Then do ye pray, although the prayer of disbelievers is in vain." (40: 49 -50). 

Still in despair they turn again to another source: the angel who rules over hell.

And they cry, "Oh master! Let thy Lord make an end of us." He saith, "Lo! here ye must remain." (43:77).

Then they consider offering a ransom. And though those who do wrong possess all that is in the earth, and therewith as much again, they verily will seek to ransom themselves therewith on the Day of Resurrection from the awful doom. And there will appear unto them, from their Lord, that wherewith they be never reckoned. And the evils that they earned will appear unto them and that whereat they used to scoff will surround them. (39:47 - 48).

And for them are hooked rods of iron. Whenever, in their anguish, they would go forth from thence they are driven back therein and (it is said unto them), "Taste the doom of burning. Lo! God will cause those who believe and do good works to enter gardens underneath which rivers; flow, wherein they will be allowed armlets of gold, and pearls, and their raiment therein will be silk." (22: 21 - 23).

Harmony and Disharmony

Those who dwell in heaven will be recognized by their harmonious state of being. They shall be free of unworthy thoughts or lurking sense of injury and they shall rest as brethren, facing one another (in love) upon thrones of happiness. (15:47). As for those in hell, they will be forever arguing and quarrelling.

Every time a nation entereth, it curseth its sister (nation) till when they have all been made to follow one another thither, the last of them saith unto the first of them, "Our Lord! these led us astray, so give them double torment of the fire." He saith, "For each on there is double (torment), but ye know not." And the first of them saith unto the last of them, "Ye were not whit better than us, so taste the doom for what ye used to earn." (7: 38 - 39).

Here is an army rushing blindly with you. (Those who are already in the fire say), "No word of welcome for them. Lo! They will roast at the fire". They say, "Nay, but you (misleaders) for you there is no word of welcome, ye prepared this for us (by your misleading). Now hapless is the plight." They say, "Our Lord! Whoever did prepare this for us, oh, give him double portion of the fire!" And they say, "what aileth us that we behold not men whom we were wont to count among the wicked? Did we take them (wrongly) for a laughing stock, or have our eyes missed them? Lo! that is very truth: the wrangling of the dwellers in the fire." (38:55-64).

Dialogues Between the Inmates of Paradise

and Hell :
      The Holy Quran states that the inmates of paradise will be able to see the inmates of hell, and communicate with them. And the dwellers of the Garden cry unto the dwellers of the fire, "We have found that which our Lord promised us (to be) the truth. Have ye (too) found that which your Lord promised the truth?" They say, "Yea, verily". And a crier in between them crieth, "The curse of God is on evil-doers. Who (debar) men from the path of God and would have it crooked, and who are disbelievers in the Last Day." (7:44 - 45).

And the dwellers of the fire cry out unto the dwellers of the garden, "Pour on us some water or some of that wherewith God hath provided you." They say, "Lo! God hath forbidden both to disbelievers (in His guidance). Who took their religion for a sport and pastime, and whom the life of the world beguiled. So this day We have forgotten them even as they forgot the meeting of this their Day and as they used to deny Our tokens." (7:50 - 51).

Al-A'raf (The Heights) :
      The verses coming in the chapter entitled Al A'raf, indicate that this title denotes a place – a point of transit between heaven and hell, known as the Heights.
It is said that it will be a halting place for those who do not fit into the category of either heaven or hell. In other words, their good actions do not merit their entry into heaven, yet their bad actions were judged not to be sufficiently bad for them to be condemned to hell.

People in At-A'raf will witness the beauty of paradise and talk with those dwelling there, yearning to enter themselves. ? They will also witness hell and converse with its inmates, There will be a veil between the inmates of paradise and the inmates of hell.

And on the Heights will be men who would know everyone by his marks. They will call out to the companions of the Garden, "Peace on you". They will not have entered, but they will have an Assurance (thereof).

When their eyes shall be turned towards the companions of the fire, they will say, "Our Lord! Send us not to the company of the wrong-doers." (7: 46 - 47).

They will see people in hell whom they knew in this world; people who in this world were very mighty and proud of their wealth. The popularity and support they enjoyed through atl this made them behave in a proud manner and commit unjust acts. To them the people of Al-A'raf will say, "What has your amassing (of wealth) availed you, and all the false pride of your past?" (7:48).

They will realize that their riches are of no avail and will have no influence whatsoever over their agony, and what's more that they cannot take those riches with them. When we die, we enter the grave alone, without anyone at all by our side, leaving everyone we knew on earth behind us, We are alone during our resurrection, and we will be alone for the reckoning.

But even though we all have to face death, we tend not to think about it. We are unable to envision it physically, through our senses, nor can picture it in our imagination.
We should therefore ask God to open our eyes, so that we can see His Divine Truth and be enlightened in our vision, so that we may proceed on the path towards Him. We should pray to be protected from temptations, both seen and hidden, that might harm us. And we must remember to ask for His acceptance, and to be protected from His anger. For. in the end, only God can forgive us and save us from our agony.

BELIEF IN THE UNSEEN :

  As stated earlier, in the chapter on Codes of Belief, we are unable to perceive everything that exists in this world with our senses. What's more, there are many other worlds in existence which we are not aware of, the closest example being 'spirit'. How can we deny the existence of spirit, when it keeps everyone alive? But has anyone ever known the true essence of spirit? Of course not. In other words, the world that we can see and perceive is described by the Holy Quran as the 'seen' world, and the world that is beyond our sense of perception is the 'unseen', metaphysical world. Every human being, with no exception, endorses and expresses belief in the seen world. Even animals perceive this world with their senses. Therefore, no one can claim superiority or precedence over anyone else in this matter, because this belief forms part of what we called 'essential knowledge.' However, 'superiority' is granted to those who, on the basis of trust in the truth of the Message conveyed to them, believe in and claim that the unseen world exists. It is this quality which gives superiority to the God fearing over others. And it is the very first quality emphasised in the Holy Quran: Who believe in the Unseen...(2:3)

How Can We Believe in the Unseen? 
     How can we believe in the unseen when God has not given us the sense perception to perceive it? If we were left to depend only on our senses and power of intellect in order to draw our conclusions, we would still be groping in the dark, and remain ignorant about the metaphysical world. But God, in His wisdom and mercy, has not left the human intellect in its state of helplessness. On the contrary. He has provided it with the necessary guidance and information. But this information cannot be obtained from within the self. It can be found in external sources - sources which are not connected with intuition, spiritual inspiration, intellectual enlightenment or powers of reasoning. And neither can it be evolved from human ability alone. It can only be obtained through one of the following three methods

1- God might communicate it to man either through an inspiration, or a dream or through any other method of transmission which does not involve any effort on our.; part. It is something that cannot be intellectualised in such a way that we can feel and express it.

2- A prophet to whom revelation is sent, may hear it without being able to know or locate the original source of the sound.

3 - God may choose a human being to receive His Message through one of his angels, with the command  that this Message be conveyed to mankind, In this context the Holy Quran says:

    And it is not given to mortal man that God should speak unto him otherwise than through sudden inspiration, or (by a voice, as it were), from behind a veil, or by sending an apostle to reveal, by His leave, whatever He will (to reveal). (42:51).

The Unseen :

       The Divine Revelation has described the unseen in detail, and part of our faith is to trust this knowledge. The unseen includes the angels, the jinn, the revealed Books, the prophets, the Day of Judgement, the Day of Reckoning, when we shall receive reward or punishment and belief in destiny. We are also asked to believe everything that is mentioned in the Holy Quran regarding the creation of heaven and earth, the creation of man, and all the other information it contains.
A Doubt Removed :

Materialists will refuse to believe in anything which they do not perceive with their senses. Our response to this is contained in Code Three of the Codes of Belief which states, ''We are not in a position to deny the existence of whatever is beyond our senses." In other words, just because we cannot sense certain things, this does not mean we can deny their existence. And also, if you remember. Code Three states that, "Certitude transmitted by an authentic person gives us a good enough proof as through that which we can see or feel." Since the honesty of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in conveying the Divine Message revealed to him has been established for us, we Muslims firmly believe in the unseen.

Classification of the Unseen :

We can classify the unseen into several categories:

1- The first category of the unseen includes all the events which occurred m the lifetime of past generations. It is for this reason that the story of Joseph is referred to in the Holy Quran as: an account of something that was beyond the reach of thy perceptions. We now reveal unto thee.

Our Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) had not witnessed the events of this story. It was only witnessed by the sons of Israel, i.e., the sons of Jacob.

Such information has therefore been classified by the Almighty as something "beyond the reach of perception", or as "stories of what happened unseen".

2- The second category involves events which mankind would have observed, had the human race been in existence at their time of occurence. For example, all the events that took place on earth before the birth of the human race, information regarding all the creatures that existed on earth, and the story regarding the creation of Adam, the" father of mankind. The only means that human beings have had to learn about these events has  been through revelation.

3- Thirdly, in this category of the Unseen, we can group all those matters which cannot be perceived by the senses - issues which cannot be reasoned through the intellect, nor comprehended by using  the power of imagination. The Attributes of God,  creations He has hidden from our sight, the angels,  judgement and how it will take place, and the consequent reward and punishment.

Another Doubt Removed :

Some people might say regarding the realm of the unseen, that God has reserved certain pieces of knowledge for Himself. For example, the causing of rains to occur or the knowledge of the sex of a child in the womb. But how does the weather forecaster predict the weather every day whether the skies will be clear, or whether it will rain? And how does science discover the sex of a child in the mother's womb?

The answers to all this are as follows:

1 - God revealed the Holy Quran, and He created this universe and everything that has ever happened to it. It is therefore impossible to find a text in the Holy Quran which contradicts any physical reality. Whenever we think we have come across such a text, we will find after further scrutiny that the real meaning is something other than what we understood.

2- As for the weather forecast, it informs us about weather conditions after the causes have been examined. For example we may be told there will be rain in the south west. If we study the laws of this universe, which have been laid down by God, we understand that this rain is caused by a breeze which comes from the side of the Atlantic Ocean, passes through the Straits of Gibraltar and collides with a block of still air, resulting in the formations of clouds, which  cause the rain.

We can compare this kind of prediction with the Example of someone who sees the postman approaching his house, and tries to predict how long it will take him to reach the door. He may predict that it will take him three minutes. Or we can take the example of someone looking through binoculars and observing vehicles approaching, and then telling others about them, in advance. Such knowledge is not knowledge of the unseen. It is merely information gained in advance of other people. It can be compared to the prediction of the sex of a baby after it takes shape as a foetus.

But the knowledge about rain clouds, the falling of rain on land which God has deemed to be dry, the prevention of rain on land which He deemed to be blessed with rain and the knowledge of the sex of an embryo when it is still a sperm, are all matters which belong to the realm of the unseen. 
The Angels, the Books and the Prophets Belief in the angels, the Books and the prophets is one of the pre-requisites of faith, without which no one will be considered to be a believer.

Angels are God's messengers to the prophets and the prophets are messengers of God to mankind. The Books are the messages conveyed by the angels to the prophets and by the prophets to mankind.

Divine Revelation: Its Possibility and Necessity

Divine revelation is a rational possibility. This is because God is capable of creating the angels, nominating the prophets and laying down laws.

Once the human intellect believes in the existence of God, His ability and power, it cannot deny this possibility- Revelation has occurred because the news of its occurrence has been conveyed to us with certitude. We stated earlier that "Certitude through news conveyed from an authentic person is as good as certitude by seeing and feeling." This is why we believe in what is communicated to us with authenticity, in the same way-as we believe in what we see and hear.

Divine revelation is necessary because, without it, mankind would be engrossed in a material life, oblivious of the fact that there is an afterlife. Without such revelation, human beings would behave like animals - eating, drinking and indulging in carnal pleasures. They would have no contact with their Lord. nor would they seek to work for the life hereafter.

If it were not for Divine revelation, man would be deprived of moral values and nobility of character. He might live in a world of illusion, drawing inspiration from various theories on social ethics. But any system based on social ethics alone, is like a palace built on quicksand. Man is by nature self-centred and seeks to satisfy his own needs and protect himself from harm and does not do anything which does not give him pleasure or some sort of gain.

Say someone who only has fifty pence with which to buy himself dinner notices a charity box in aid of orphans. Would he be willing to donate his fifty pence towards that cause in a discreet manner, not telling anyone what he has done - and forgoing his dinner, unless he were a believer in God and the Day of Judgement?

A believer would certainly give money in such a case, and would be aware that God is watching him, and that if he donates his fifty pence he will be rewarded with the equivalent of, say, fifty thousand pounds on the Day of Judgement. Only a believer carries out charitable actions, without caring whether people notice what he has done or not, or whether they express gratitude, or reward him or not.

And only a believer restrains himself from doing what he knows is wrong, regardless of whether he is alone or in the company of others. But the person who does good in order to gain recognition will not do so unless he is sure of obtaining a good name and fame. Likewise, the person who will not commit a crime for fear of being caught by the police or shown up in the public eye, will nonetheless act without compunction if he knows he is alone. If God were to take people to task on the Day of Judgement, for the mistakes they have made in their lives and had not sent prophets to teach mankind the Divine laws, they would certainly protest, saying, "Oh Lord- if only Thou hadst sent us an apostle, we should certainly have followed Thy signs before we were humbled and put to shame." (20:134).

And they might also claim that had the Message been sent to them sooner they would have abided by it, and had they known the Divine law they would have adhered to it.

The Holy Quran states that the apostles gave good news as w^ll as a warning so that... mankind after (the coming) of the apostles, should have no plea against God. (4:165).
A Doubt Removed :
  Some people ask questions such as, "Why hasn't God -; guided everyone to the path of paradise? And why does he give us sexual desires, and then punish us for committing adultery? Why does He infuse in us the desire for money, and then takes us to task for holding on to it?"

We can take the sort of questions asked by school children as an analogy to the above. For example they might ask, "Why don't teachers give us answers to our exam questions at the beginning of the year? Why are exam questions kept secret? Why are we asked to prepare for exams?," and so on.

Needless to say the purpose of keeping the questions secret is to ensure that students study the whole syllabus, as prescribed. If the exam questions were made known to the students beforehand, the examinations themselves would become a pointless exercise.

This world is a testing ground in the same way. We are given certain tests and given different problems, where the faithful and the God-fearing stand apart from the unfaithful and the unbelievers, and the righteous stand apart from the corrupt. In other words, were it not for the hurdles in a race, you would not be able to distinguish a horse who runs fast from the one who is lazy.

If God had so willed. He could have created the whole of mankind as one nation. He could also, if He had wished, have "made all mankind show absolute obedience to Him, like the angels. But, He willed differently, and nothing can change .what He wills, and it is not for us to question what He does.

God has absolute control over us: unto Him we belong and unto Him we shall return. There is no other God but Him. , He can, if He wills, cause us great hardship and unhappiness, and if He wishes He may pardon us. So we pray to Him to I grant us pardon and mercy, and we seek refuge in Him from His punishment.

The truth is that we cannot save ourselves from tus? Punishment unless He pardons us; and He alone grants that lo Islam pardon.
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