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Bismillah-i-Rahman-i-Raheem.     AssalatuWassalam-Ala-RasulAllah.  SAW. Assalam-u-Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuhu.
Introduction
I am honored to be here alongside the Rector, his Excellency Dr. Al-Sultan, our Supervisor of ICT, Dr. Mamdouh Najjar, Vice Rectors, and distinguished members of faculty, students, and others, to welcome our esteemed guests from Intel.
We all very well know that today’s kids, as always, are way ahead of us in technology. This is because the one thing they have learned from their computer games is that if you stand still, you get killed. 
Peter Drucker, one of the great business thinkers of our time says that the only competitive advantage any individual or organization has today is to adapt more quickly. [To stay out front, we have really got to hone adaptive skills into an instinct followed by an addiction to learn].  
It’s because of this I can safely say that it has been a good year for the ITC.  We have modestly contributed to an environment that will help our faculty and students to adapt.  By being the first university in the country to implement a campus-wide WiFi network and distribute laptops to its entire faculty, King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals has earned the competitive advantage it deserves. 
Wi-Fi Project
The university-wide deployment of the WiFi network is now complete. Wireless network now enables greater flexibility and mobility for students and faculty.  Moving from building to building they can now conveniently access the Internet, resources on the KFUPM Intranet,   Courses on WebCT, Library journals and catalogs, student registration, other network applications, and several enterprise services.
There are over 365 access points, spread across 38 buildings with 3 open-air wireless zones. In terms of coverage area, and the number of access points, it is the largest deployment of Wireless LAN technology on any campus or organization in the region.   Implemented using state of the art technology, the ITC guarantees true anytime-anywhere connectivity with the utmost in security, uptime and bandwidth term after term. 
Wireless networking opens up a world of opportunities at KFUPM previously not possible. For example, our infrastructure now facilitates, research collaboration through Net Telephony software on smart phones. Faculty and students on campus can communicate at ease with VOIP technology at no cost. 
With Wi-Fi, virtually every employee is now no more than a few key strokes away from a world of new ideas
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Despite proven benefits of new technology, making infrastructure available does not guarantee its efficient and intended utilization. To achieve this, a catalyst environment has to be created that influences the two factors accelerating people’s adaptation to new technology – awareness generation and incentives.
This brings me to our next endeavor:  
The KFUPM  Mobile Computing Project
Today, our academicians at KFUPM are no longer tied to their desks and neither do they have to rely on removable storage like CD’s and USB drives to transport information between their offices and  classrooms. Students and faculty are being given high performance WiFi enabled notebook-PC’s and docking stations. To encourage adaptation, these are exchanged for their existing desktop systems, thereby creating an environment that facilitates the usage of our wireless infrastructure.
Staggered and phased procurement via a framework agreement with the vendor ensures that our faculty will get the latest machines. Competitive pricing assists in frequent periodic replacement with better systems. 
These two projects, coupled together have started to transform our knowledge workers at KFUPM into potential agents of significant change.
Finally, I come to the last of our project, I request your Excellency to   launch our new website.

Thank you very much your Excellency.
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There is no exaggeration when I say that for three decades Intel's micro computing innovations and global expansion, groundbreaking products, and extraordinary employees have helped shape and define technology as we know it today. A company that started small in the very early 1970’s and tirelessly grew into the definitive technology leader today; Intel has become synonymous with quality, excellence and innovation. 
I now call upon our honorable guest from Intel Corporation, Mr. Gordon Graylish, who is the  Vice President and General Manager of Europe, Middle East and Africa to come to the podium for his presentation.
Thank you very much Mr. Gordon Graylish.

Conclusion

An honor from a technology leader such as Intel is a wonderful way to recognize and celebrate the choices, and sometimes the sacrifices, our university and its leadership has made.
Under your transformational leadership your Excellency, for us in the Information Technology Sector, these are exciting times. We thank you very much for your indefinite support and inspiration. Thank you very much ladies and gentlemen. 
We now proceed to the demo area.
