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UNESCO and all that is beautiful*

It is beautiful that UNESCO takes care of the world heritage. It 1s beautiful that
we are in touch with the beautiful artefacts and creations of our ancestors, across the
boundaries of time and space.

It is beautiful that UNESCO is in beautiful Paris.

Sometimes, as I walk happily and respectfully through the beautiful streets of
Paris, I feel I am in touch with artists who lived here a century or more ago, and I feel
they are winking at me as I discover fresh beauty in their sculptures adorning the fronts of
the old buildings. I am inundated with a feeling of happiness, and I smile back at them
across time with gratitude and respect. Yes, this time I discovered what you, the artist,
wanted to say by modifying your sculpture just so. I have come this way many times, and
enjoyed what I see, praising God for what He has granted me. But this is the first time I
have understood this new detail! I see the long-gone sculptor smiling... smiling, as if to
say “One of them will look at my work and discover the beauty I hid in it, and he will be
happy.” Thank you, artist, on behalf of a few of your fellow human beings, living and
dead, to whom you gave the same feeling of happiness and delight that you gave me.
Yes, I belong to a wonderful breed of creatures, one that combines love and beauty and
the desire to bestow happiness upon its fellow human beings, friends and strangers alike.
Death separates us from some of them, but love ties us to them across the boundaries of
time and space and death.

It 1s lovely that artistic creativity should have its own city and people, with their
Cartesian minds, their aesthetic tastes, and their warm hearts, for love engenders warmth
and creativity and beauty.

And you, my fellow human being, are beautiful when you are filled with love —
the love of other human beings, the love of beauty, the love of love, and above all, the
love of Him that hath created all this.

It is beautiful that there is an organization which in 2001 hosted more than 1,300
conferences and meetings aimed at bringing people closer together, promoting peace, and
preserving what is beautiful in human beings: their love for their fellow human beings
and their desire to achieve education for all, peace for all, clean water for all, a life of
dignity for all, a sound environment for us and our offspring, and information for all...
yes for all — and here we shall ignore the way some see these goals, especially the latter,
saying “Yes to information for all, but the money accruing from information as an

It is beautiful that an international organization should seek to define a code of
ethics for the sciences, both for existing branches, such as biology, and emerging
branches, such as nanoandrology. If that had been done previously, for instance when
nuclear physics was in its infancy, if somebody had drawn up ethical standards to govern
its development, we might today have been without some of our weapons of mass
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It is beautiful that UNESCO seeks to foster dialogue between the two greatest
intellectual influences on human beings, religion and science.

It 1s beautiful that UNESCO deals with human rights, for concerning oneself with
human rights is part of love for humanity, part of the right of individuals with regard to
their fellow human beings.

However, human rights are trampled on whenever they are taken away from an
individual, any individual. Human rights are trampled on whenever Jews are oppressed
because they are Jews, women because they are women, Palestinians because their land is
coveted, believers because their religion is combated or not properly understood, pagans
because the light of God has not reached them, Africans because they have been an easy
prey for centuries, or whenever the accused is deprived of his right to be a common-law
criminal or a prisoner of war!

I am talking about beauty; I do not wish to speak too much of human beings’
oppression of themselves, of the human being that is inside each and every one of us or of
the human beings that are at our side.

However, I should like to make an observation which I find important: many
people feel that the values of the revealed or celestial religions are outmoded and belong
to the past, and that there is no room in today’s dictionary for anything but the alphabet of
self-interest. But are human beings really likely to gain happiness by moving away from
the moral values of the Torah, the Gospel, and the Koran?

Have we not seen enough: two world wars, religious extremism which pushes
human beings away from celestial moral values, ethnic cleansing after apartheid,
Hiroshima after Auschwitz, the Twin Towers of New York after the massacres in
Algeria, Jenin after Grozny — what bitter music those memories conjure up in us!

And what now? When will we pause to take stock? To tell our fellow human
beings that we love them as human beings, and want them to enjoy human rights because
they are human beings. That we shall not be happy for anyone to deprive them of their
human rights because, like them, we are human beings first and foremost.

Let UNESCO be the organization of love and the globalization of solidarity, in
order that love may vanquish the children of hate and selfishness — in other words greed,
conceit, arrogance, oppression and deprivation. That is what we must wish for — for the
alternative is the globalization of destruction! We say with cold realism: “Yes, either
UNESCO will succeed or destruction will succeed — it is for humankind to choose
between the two.

What UNESCO needs today more than ever is greater international awareness of
its importance, and for that awareness to be translated into concrete means which enable
the Organization to achieve its objectives. It also needs thinkers who are capable of
linking its various programmes more closely together and to the outstanding
humanitarian goals of the Organization.

Fida Fouad Al-Ade]l**
Paris, 1 July 2002

* After one year at UNESCO, the author wishes to set down here a few simple thoughts
and 1mpressions concerning UNESCO’s role in the world today.
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Professorship in Physics from the National Commission of French Universities. He has
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Laser Research and 1s Senior Editor to the international refereed Journal “The Asian
Journal of Spectroscopy”.
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Délégation Permanente du Royaume NATION - RELIGION - ROI

du Cambodge auprés de I'Unesco

L' sbabassadewr
DP/03.09/504.

Paris, le 18 septembre 2003.

Excellence,

Je vous remercie infimiment pour l'accueil chaleureux que j'ai recu de votre part.
Jrai été tres touché et trés heureux d’avorr pu converser avec vous. J'en garderai un
souvenir émouvant de cet entretien. ]’ai lu avec attention votre texte intitulé « UNESCO
and all that 1s beautiful ». C’est un tres beau texte avec plein de poésie et de sensibilité
artistique qui exprime parfaitement les valeurs que I'Unesco doit véhiculer et promouvorr.
Effectivement, la beauté, 'amour et la tolerance devraient étre les premieres valeurs de la
conscience humaine et 'Unesco a besoin de penseurs qui expriment ces valeurs comme
vous le dites si bien dans votre texte. Je tiens a vous adresser mes sinceres félicitations
pour la profondeur de ce texte admirable.

Je vous prie de bien vouloir agréer, Excellence, l'assurance de ma tres haute
considération.

Norodom Sihamoni

o

Son Excellence Monsieur FIDA FOUAD. AL-ADEL
Délégué Permanent du Royaume d’Arabie Saoudite
aupres de 'Unesco

Délégation Permanente du Royaume d’Arabie Saoudite

aupres de 'Unesco
Maison de I'Unesco

1, rue Miollis
75732 PARIS Cedex 15

Adresse : 2, place de Barcelone Tél : (331145251507
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Paris, January 2005

Where 1s “Cultural Diversity” going?

“And indeed We have honoured the children of Adam” (all human beings).....
Quran — Surah 17- Verse 70

When human beings respect each other, peace becomes possible. Culture, as
implied in the definition given to it in the UNESCO’s Declaration on Cultural
Diversity, is profoundly related to the identity of cultural groups (we would have
preferred to see the term identity clearly stated in that definition).

Because of the evident relation between culture and identity, the respect of the
diversity of cultures is equivalent to the respect of humanity. This is also why 2
convention related to Cultural Diversity is at the heart of the raison d’étre of
UNESCO.

In these notes, the ideas of intercultural respect that I have been trying to
promote since 2001- and even before- will be reviewed. I shall also, comment on the
progress of the drafting of this important Convention.

In some earlier notes called “ UNESCO and all that is beautiful” (1), I linked
UNESCO to beauty, solidarity, ethics and values. Values that I considered in my
notes “About Cultural Diversity” (2), to be the crucial part of the content of
cultures. These notes were a first reaction to the reports by the category VI experts
entrusted with the preparation of the draft convention. I regretted the emphasis put
by the experts on commerce mostly! The balance that has been found in the
Declaration on Cultural Diversity between cultural and commercial aspects of
culture seemed to disappear gradually, already in the first steps of the preparation
for the Convention!

In these notes I linked cultural disrespect to:

- Racism

- Xenophobia

- Fascism

- Anti-Semitism

- Nazism

- Apartheid

- Ethnic cleansing
Etc...

I presented the importance of adopting some common values through the
convention and concluded:
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Respecting the other and refusing intolerance should even precede constructing
these defences.

After receiving the first draft convention, I circulated our preliminary reaction
to that draft (3). I particularly regretted the change in the title of the convention
that was not in accordance with the mandate given by the General Conference.

I stressed the importance of keeping “ cultural content” in the title and in the
text of the convention. In fact, in the content of cultures there is much more than
expressions only! Values can be minimized in this convention if we stress “cultural
expressions” only. It is more difficult to ignore values if we want to deal with the
content of cultures. Even in the incomplete definition of culture presented in the
Declaration on Cultural Diversity “value systems” are an element of the content of
cultures. Identifying common values between cultures can be a tremendous means
for a rapprochement and peace between them. It is high time for countries
possessing weapons of mass destruction to realize that these shameful inventions
cannot guarantee them peace if the identity of ""the other" is disdained! The second
intifada is an example.

Prophet Jeremiah — unknown to Moslems — has warned his people in the holy
land of the dangers of injustice and the punishment that God reserved for them for
their injustice! They mocked him. He was not an anti-Semite nor was he educated in

schools of hate (5). He loved his people and cried and prayed for them. But God
does not tolerate injustice!

Prophet Noah — known to all monotheists- warned his people against the deluge
that was coming. The unjust people mocked him!

Today the people possessing weapons of mass destruction, have more reasons to
mock and fewer reasons to respect the other through a convention! Still we hope
that the respect of the other, his identity and values will prevail. Commeon values
can still be found. A value like the refusal of lying is of great importance for a
meaningful and fruitful dialogue between cultures.

The tendency to exclude religions from this convention exists. Many prefer not
to link religions to culture. Furthermore it is even worse to mention: that reference
to religions has nothing against the freedom of faith. It may be useful for President
ASMAL to review the decisions adopted in the last Executive Board of UNESCO
(#170). Twe decisions were related to the respect of religious belief! I hope that this
will encourage the coming Plenary - beginning of February 2005- not to exclude
religions from its deliberations. Religious exclusion is one of the aspects of cultural
disrespect and I have witnessed it in one of the most humanistic and tolerant
countries in the world, which makes this exclusion even more terrible(6).
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2004, was a great opportunity for me to work with high-level Saudi experts coming
from different ministries and horizons. It was the “ aboutissement “ of tremendous
efforts to raise an official interest in the preparation of this convention.

The fruitful inputs of the group were incorporated in the “ Observations and
Comments of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on the Preliminary Draft Convention on
the protection of the Diversity of Cultural Contents and Artistic Expressions”
presented to UNESCO (4).

After participating to the work of the Drafting Group, I predict at this stage
that the quality of the future convention will depend, to a certain extent, on the title
that will be adopted and whether or not this title includes cultural content. It will
also depend tremendously on the place given to human values in that content.

Prof. Dr. Fida ¥. AI-ADEL
Permenent Delegate of Saudi Arabia to UNESCO
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Comments submitted to "Le Monde" as a reply to a calumnious article about the
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*The mediatic exclusion of Islam in France is very important. Only biased
commentators are requested to comment on items related to Islam on major television
channels and some prestigious newspapers. I experienced this exclusion first hand with "
Le Monde". Following a tendentious article about the Koran in the first page of this
newspaper - 6 May 2003-, I wrote a reply and called the newspaper later to inquire about
it. Mr. Kajman from that newspaper told me that my reply meets their standards and that
it will be published the week after. It was never published and on inquiry we were told
that Mr. Kajman went on vacation and that his replacement decided not to publish my
comments or to answer our call.

The same topic was treated by Newsweek three month later - July 28, 2003-.
It explained that the name of the expert to whom -the findings- were referred (in Le
Monde as well as in Newsweek) was a pseudonym and that the purpose of this
tendentious effort was to help developing modern, secular societies in the Islamic world.
' Intellectual honesty was an important ingredient in western civilization. Honesty is
one of the values that are essential in intercultural dialogues and in any dealing between
human beings. It should not be minimized because of any reason.




