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The Role of Saudi Universities in Establishing Technology
Zones in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Dr. Aymen Kayal, Saudi Organization for Industrial Estates & Technology Zones

Abstract: In order to advance industrial capabilities and accelerate technology
transfer it is beneficial to link all the various phases of technological development
from basic research to commercialization in one supporting clustering environment
under what is known as technology zones. Technology zones is a generic name that
describes various forms and functions of this environment, which is sometimes called
science, research, or technology parks. More than half of technology zones around the
world are inside or associated with research universities, and most have incubation
facilities. This paper discusses the different objectives, forms, and functions of
technology zones. The main focus of this paper was to discuss the role of the
universities in establishing technology zones and how Saudi universities could initiate
technology zones in Saudi Arabia.
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The vincula and relations
Location; STPs — University wora) Jetween STE and
University become clear
(at least in terms of
proximity) in thiz graphic
and the following onss.

A very significant £4% of
=TPs worldwide is situated
either within a University
campus, or in land owned
by a University.

But as it will be shown,
even those which are
located “elzewhere”, are
very close to campuses.
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STPs to be as close as
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mﬁr{;iﬁmmh:n:m | possible to universities.
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This is obvious when

-ﬂ STPs are created by a
W In campus (or adjacent university. But also

HKEmtoa 48% when they have other

Lz f‘ml‘“‘ promoters, STPs tend
to locate very near

universities.
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This is graphic

Some STP core services woru) A
% of &TPs offering the services percentage of
STPs that offer
Management support each.of the
mentioned
Training services SErvices.
Access to VC or Seed
capiital funds Managemenlt
Inisllectusl property support services,
cmg'gpe training activities
and support /
LIS guidance to
Corporate relocation obtain Venture- or
assistance seed-capital
Own VC & Seed funding are
capital funds services offered
by over a 70% of
July 2003 Luis Sanz=TASP the STPs.
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Meetng rooms
Audilorium
Caleena

Secuniy/surveillance
Secrefaral services
Catering serices
Resfaurant

Public ransporiation

Sport faciites
Videoconference
Goli

Bank office
Travel agency

Medical services

Shops

Hotel
Kinder garden
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