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King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals

Department of Information and Computer Science

First Semester 2009-2010 (091)

ICS 309: Computer and Society (2-0-2) - (Section 02)

Syllabus

Website:  Blackboard (WebCT) & http://faculty.kfupm.edu.sa/ICS/mwaslam 
Instructor
:
Muhammad Waheed Aslam
E-mail

:
mwaslam@kfupm.edu.sa
Office 

:
Room: 23/054             
Phone

:
3980

Office Hours
:
SUT 10:00 - 10:50 AM
 or by appointment.
Course Catalog Description

Impact of Computing on Society; Ethical Foundations; Governance and Regulation; Freedom of Speech; Intellectual Property; Privacy; Security; Professional Responsibility; Leadership challenge.

Course Learning Outcomes

After successfully finishing the course work, a student will be able to:

1. Describe and evaluate consequences of computing on individuals, organizations, and society. 

2. Critically analyze situations of computer use and technology and policy proposals, identifying the salient issues and evaluating the reasoning about them. 

3. Discuss philosophical frameworks of ethics. 

4. Communicate clearly with others, in writing and in speech, about computing impacts. 

5. Describe characteristics of a good leader.

Textbook(s): 
Ethics in Information Technology by George Reynolds, 2nd edition, Thomson Course Technology, 2007
Reference(s) and Other Material: 

· A Gift of Fire by Sara Baase. 2nd Edition. Pearson Education Inc., 2003. 

· Morality and Machines by Stacy Edgar. 2nd Edition. Jones and Bartlett, 2003. 

· The Leadership Challenge by James Kouzes, and Barry Posner. 3rd Edition. Wiley (Jossey-Bass), 2002. 

General Skills: 
Analysis, evaluation, communication, and critical thinking

Assessment Plan:
	Assessment Tool
	Weight

	Lecture quizzes
	10 % 

	Homework assignments
	15 %

	Class Participation and Discussions in WebCT
	5 % 

	Term Report 
	10%

	Major Exam 1        (Date & Room: TBA)
	15 % 

	Major Exam 2       (Date & Room: TBA)
	15 % 

	Final Exam (comprehensive) [Date: as announced by the registrar]
	30 % 


Course Outline: (Tentative)

	Main Topic
	Sub-Topic
	Chapter
	# Of Lectures

	Impact of IT on Quality of Life


	1. Impact of IT on Standard of Life
	[9]
	2

	
	
	
	2

	Ethics for IT professionals and IT Users


	2. Ethics in Business World 
	[1]
	2

	
	3. Ethics in IT
	[1]
	1

	
	4. Ethical Behaviour of IT Professionals
	[2]
	2

	
	5. Common Ethical issues of  IT users
	[2]
	1

	
	
	
	6

	Computer and Internet Crime


	6. IT Security Incidents
	[3]
	1

	
	7. Reducing Vulnerabilities
	[3]
	2

	
	
	 
	3

	Privacy 


	8. Privacy Protection and the law 
	[6]
	1

	
	9. Key Privacy Issues
	[6]
	2

	
	
	
	3

	Freedom of Expression


	10. Freedom of Expression rights
	[5]
	2

	
	11. Key Issues of Free Speach
	[5]
	2

	1. 
	
	
	4

	Intellectual Property
	12. What is Intellectual Property
	[6]
	2

	
	13. Key Intellectual property Issues
	[6]
	2

	
	
	 
	4

	Computer and Work
	14. Key Issues in Software development
	[7]
	2

	
	15. Key Employee Employer Issues
	[8]
	2

	
	
	
	4

	
	Total Number of Lectures
	
	26


General Policies:

· Course Website & Participation: Students are required to periodically check the course website and download course material as needed. Several resources will be posted through the website as well. Keys to quizzes and exams are generally discussed during class as time permits but solutions will not be posted. WebCT will be used for communication and interaction, posting and submitting assignments, posting grades, posting sample exams, etc. It is expected that you get benefit of the discussion board by raising questions or answering questions put by others. Up to 5% will be granted based on your active participation and the usefulness of the material you share with other students. 

· Attendance: Regular attendance is a university requirement; hence attendance will be checked at the beginning of each lecture. Late arrivals will disrupt the class session. Hence, two late attendances (more than 10 minutes) will be considered as one absence. Missing more than 6 lectures or more will result in a DN grade without prior warning. To avoid being considered as absent, an official excuse must be shown no later than one week of returning to classes. Every unexcused absence leads to a loss of 0.5% of total grade.
· Class Discussions: Participation in class discussion is very much encouraged. Asking questions during lectures helps both the instructor and the student. The instructor gets the feedback and the students get the point clarified.
· Assignments: Assignments should be typed. Cover page must indicate assignment #, book chapter # (if applicable), Name and ID of the student and submission date. For essay assignments, sources (web article or other) should be cited.  Assignments should be submitted before or during the class time on the due date. No Late submissions are allowed.

· No makeup of homework, quizzes or exams will be given. 
· Re-grading policy: If you have a complaint about any of your grades, discuss it with the instructor no later than a week of distributing the grades (except for the final). Only legitimate concerns on grading should be discussed. 

· Office Hours: Students are encouraged to use the office hours to clarify any part of the material that is not clear; however the instructor will only provide hints if it is an assigned task but not solve it. 

· Academic honesty: Students are expected to abide by all the university regulations on academic honesty. Cheating will be reported to the Department Chairman and will be severely penalized. Although collaboration and sharing knowledge is highly encouraged, copying others’ work without proper citation, either in part or full, is considered plagiarism. Whenever in doubt, review the university guidelines or consult the instructor. Cheating in whatever form will result in F grade.

· Courtesy: Students are expected to be courteous toward the instructor and their classmates throughout the duration of this course. Talking while someone else is speaking will not be tolerated. Furthermore, all cell phones must be turned off during class and exams.  In addition, students are expected to be in class on time. More importantly, you are not allowed to leave the class unless it is an urgent matter. To contact your instructor, please use email through WebCT whenever possible and avoid using phone calls or written notes. When necessary to send an email through the university email system, please indicate ICS309-091 in the "Subject" field of your email, e.g. ICS309-091: Question about homework 1. 
Tips to Students:
In order to perform well in this course the following points are recommended to be considered 

· Your attitude to learn and the effort you put in for this course alone will be the primary agents that guide you in this course. 
· Emphasis is on reasoning and planned-regular work towards this course and mostly not on memorization.
· Taking notes is important. Take a note of what you consider to be important. Write down bits and pieces of important information in your notes. On the same day after the class, review the relevant material and then prepare detailed notes. Such regular recollection, review, revision, and documentation will turn out to be very important in grasping the material and doing well in quizzes and examinations.
· Regular interaction during the class and during the instructor's office hours is encouraged. There is nothing like a silly question. By raising doubts and posing questions, you will be helping yourself, others in the class, and the instructor in steering the coverage towards the weak points. So keep one thing in mind during this course:
· It is better to raise a doubt or pose a question, rather than suppressing it and face difficulties later on.
· If you do not follow the instructor's pace/language, request him to slow down. Likewise, when you do not understand certain words or sentences, request for an alternative explanation.
· Reading assignments, written homework’s, quizzes and examinations are part and parcel of the learning process. They are expected to supplement the coverage in the class. So treat them as learning tools rather than just as tools for evaluating your performance.
· There is no substitute for a regular (daily) preparation for this course. It will be far less effective, even if you spend two times more effort just before the examination days.

Good luck and best wishes for a good semester
(((  Best of luck!!  (((

(Prepared by Muhammad Waheed Aslam; October 2, 2009)
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