Over 250 million people worldwide use smart cards. But how many are aware of its French origin?

The history of the smart microprocessor card goes back to the 1970s when the design of plastic cards with built-in circuits and electronic memory caused much excitement among researchers.

The term "Smart Card" is generally used to designate a plastic card of given dimensions including a semi-conductor enabling it to store and often process information. We must make a distinction between two basic types of smart cards: memory cards and microprocessor smart cards.

Memory card 

Memory cards are unable to process information; they are simply storage devices, and in this respect are very similar to magnetic stripe cards. They have greater memory capacity but the same weaknesses regarding security.  Memory cards are intended for basic applications such as debiting telephone units.

Microprocessor smart cards

Microprocessor smart cards have high memory capacity and a microprocessor, enabling them not only to store information but also to carry out local processing on the data and perform complex algorithmic calculations. These cards can be used as debit/credit cards. 

Smart Card Sales at a glance

For more information on worldwide sc usage, see appendix 1

Card Europe

Card Europe was created in 1994 as a not-for-profit organisation to promote the widespread use of smart cards. Card Europe is independent of manufacturers, suppliers and national organisations. In recent years Card Europe has expanded to encompass the whole world in its activities.

Supports all initial incoming queries and requests for help at no charge 

Provides open access to its web site and database of information as a starting point for searches for information concerning sc related products, services and activities

Gemplus

Gemplus is the world's leading provider* of solutions based on smart card technology. In fact, it is the only company dedicated to smart cards with a truly global reach. It has operations in 37 countries, the largest production capacity in the industry, and a presence in every major marketplace.

In 2001, Gemplus was the world number one in smart card shipments according to Gartner-Dataquest. Based on Eurosmart estimates, Gemplus shipped 34% of the worldwide market.

Market focused

In response to key market drivers, Gemplus has two main business units: 

Telecommunications (incorporating Mobile Telecom and Public Telephony).

Financial & Security Services (incorporating Banking, Government & Large Enterprise, Retail and Electronic OEM).

In all cases, the Business Units support their clients by providing solutions, which strengthen customer relationships, enhance security, and increase profitability in a converging world.

