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What’s the Cost?

The cost of making a compost bin from cinder blocks varies depending on whether you use a professional construction worker, but figure on $500.

Composting DOs and DON’Ts

DO keep your compost pile at least 3 feet square.

DO keep it moist, especially in warm weather.

DO keep a healthy mix of green, brown, and black ingredients.

DO cut up heavy matter, such as melon rinds and corncobs, into small segments.

DO turn over the compost to aerate and mix the ingredients.

DO cover with a chicken wire mesh to contain the pile and keep animals out.

DON’T add any cooked or raw meats, bones, or fat.

DON’T add weeds, especially if they are ready to or have already gone to seed.

DON’T add diseased plants or plants that have been treated with chemical pesticides.

DON’T add pressure-treated lumber or plywood.
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