Annual trips on U.S. mass transportation systems
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	The Positive Impact of US Transit Investments
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Transit Expense 
	
	$26 Billion Annually
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Reducing Congestion 
	
	$15 Billion Annually
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Creating Transit Oriented
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Livable Communities 
	
	$10 Billion Annually
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Reducing Auto Emissions 
	
	$12 Billion Annually
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Providing Basic Mobility 
	
	$23 Billion Annually
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Transit Benefit 
	
	$60 Billion Annually
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Net Benefit 
	
	$34 Billion Annually


Source:  Center for Transportation Excellence
· Over 10 million Americans use transit for their daily work commute. Another 25 million people use transit less frequently, but on a regular basis. Transit projects provide an estimated 150 million annual transit trips. Without transit, the nation's $40 billion in annual traffic congestion losses would be $15 billion higher.
· Transit investments create walkable communities where people drive fewer miles and have lower transportation expenses. Americans living in transit intensive metropolitan areas save $22 billion per year in transportation related expenses.
· For 80 million Americans who do not drive because they are too old, too young, disabled, or cannot afford a car, transit investment supports low cost mobility and access to services, schools, jobs, and other economic activities. Transit offers a practical way for people to maintain power over their lives. Low-income transit users value the mobility provided by these trips at $23 billion per year.
· Almost half of the nation's Fortune 500 companies, representing over $2 trillion in annual revenue, are headquartered in America's transit-intensive metropolitan areas.
· The nation's 1,100 rural transit providers carry riders a billion miles each year. This service is vital, especially for non-drivers like the 30 million rural elderly, working poor, and people with disabilities.
· Transit providers employ over 250,000 people.
· Transit generates employment and economic growth. For Example...In the northern Virginia area around Washington, DC, the Metrorail subway system and the development it fosters is projected to generate 90,000 permanent jobs and deliver a net gain of $1.2 billion in additional tax revenue from 1978 through 2010. When you add in all of the benefits discussed above, the $700 million in annual Federal transit funding to the Washington, DC region generates over $3.2 billion in benefits to taxpayers. 
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