INTERNET AND INFORMATION SOCIETY: SAUDI ARABIA STUDY
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ABSTRACT

The paper present a study currently being conducted entitled `Use and Effect of Internet in Saudi Arabia’.  The study comprises a thorough literature review of the current situation in the Kingdom on aspects pertaining to Internet such as status of IT infrastructure, and trends in eCommerce & eLearning. Social impact of Internet, Internet in education, etc., is also addressed. A questionnaire for online survey is designed to seek input on various issues. 

1. INTRODUCTION

Modern Saudi Arabian society is represented by a marked contrast with the largely isolated and undeveloped nation scarcely 50 years ago. Oil revenues that brought affluence also brought a challenge of how to preserve the unique cultural and religious heritage. Religious conservatism and modernization may differ in opinions of what kind of technology might be appropriately used and how to make the best use of the Kingdom's wealth. Saudi Arabia is culturally homogeneous, with tribal membership remaining a pervasive aspect of social relations. The last three decades have brought far-reaching changes in the educational and employment opportunities that women enjoy. These changes have been structured in way that leaves intact the system of social relations based on sexual segregation. Conservatism and segregation are still very much respected, and opening of public access to the Internet is a step change in policy.
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2. SURVEY and RESULTS
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2.2 Survey and Results
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