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Abstract

In the past, experimental results needed only significance testing to
answer the question on the importance of the research findings. But
now, many journals in such applied areas as educational research,
psychological research, and marketing research, to name a few, are
dissatisfied with statistical significance as a sole criterion for good
applied research articles. They are saying these statistical
significance testing results are necessary but insufficient conditions
for papers to be acceptable for publication. American Psychological
Association (APA), for instance, has made “practical significance” a
publication requirement in many, if not all, of its journals. Some
prospective articles were rejected in part because no practical
significance was offered by the authors. In this presentation, what is
meant by “practical significance” will be presented. Via an
illustration, a simple procedure in which indices of “practical
significance” can be calculated will also be presented. An example
of a real article publication that reports “practical significance”
indices will also be shared.
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