CA263
Class Activity 
Lecture 11


April 7, 2008

1. Write a program called valid that prints “yes” if its argument is a valid shell variable name and “no” otherwise:
$ valid foo_bar

yes

$

$ valid 123

no
$
(Hint: define a regular expression for a valid variable name then enlist the aid of grep or sed.)
2. Write a program called t that displays the time of day in am or pm notation, rather than in 24-hour clock time. Here’s an example showing t run at night:
$ date
Thu Sep 5 19:21:46 EDT 1985
$ t

7:21 pm

$
Use expr to convert from 24-hour clock time. Then rewrite the program to use a case command instead.

3. Write a program called mysed that applies the sed script given as the first argument against the file given as the second. If the sed succeed (i.e., exit status of zero), then replace the original file with the modified one. So 
mysed '1,10d' text

will use sed to delete the first 10 lines from text, and if successful, will replace text with the modified file.
4. Write a program called isyes that returns an exit status of 0 if its argument is “yes,” and 1 otherwise, For purpose of this exercise, consider y, yes, Yes, YES, and Y all to be valid “yes” arguments:
$ isyes yes

$ echo $?

0

$ isyes no

$ echo $?

1

Write the program using an if command, and then rewrite it using a case command.

5. Use the date and who commands to write a program called conntime that prints the number of hours and minutes that a user has been logged on to the system (assume that this is less than 24 hours).































































