Computer Engineering Department

To: 


Dr. Mohammad O. Budair, Professor

Vice Rector for Graduate Studies & Scientific Research,

KFUPM, Dhahran 32161

From:


Dr. Sadiq M. Sait, PI, KACST Project AR-19-16.

Date:
September 02, 2002

Subject: Extension for KACST project AR-19-16  “Use and Effect of Internet in Saudi Arabia”

It will be highly appreciated if the fiscal period, required financial reports and submission of final report of the above mentioned KACST project (AR-19-16) be extended for additional period of 6 months (till May 06, 2003) for the following reasons.

1. As we couldn’t get the much-needed equipment for the project therefore we are facing difficulty in processing and analysis of data gathered for this project. We look forward to receiving the requested equipment, since the remaining period of the project after extension will be 9 more working months. The additional time will allow us to complete the analysis of data.

2. The project demands rigorous analysis of data collected through surveys. The amount of data is huge. Moreover in order to determine the effect of Internet we are also doing piece-wise analysis of every six months of data collected during the span of this project. This means that our data collection exercise will continue until the end of the original project duration i.e. Nov 2002. This will allow us four segments of six months each. The analysis of the last segment will require additional time to process data.

3. Since the amount of data being collected is huge, and the various plots obtained from queries and cross-queries are too many to be put in a hard-copy report.  We therefore, in addition to the final report, also propose to prepare a CD on which the various scripts, data, and plots will appear for further future analysis. The additional time will allow us to achieve this.

4. The additional time will also allow us to have our results reviewed by the consultant of the project and inclusion of his comments in the final report.

5. The project calls for surveys of different segments of society like educationists, entrepreneurs and on-line users. Due to reluctance of entrepreneurs to give details about their businesses, we have to put lots of effort, persuasion and contact to get responses from them. This has delayed our data collection for this segment of society, and given enough time we should be able to obtain this.

6. We are also requesting extension in the budget time by six-months in order to synchronize our project and spending.  The extension will not increase the budget of this project. Savings from the existing budget will be transferred to the extension period. We also are requesting the extension of the budget duration to be approved. 

7. If extension is granted, then a status report will be submitted at the end of the two-year period and the final report will be submitted at the end of the extended period.

Please find  below the task diagram of the project for extended period.

Task Diagram for extended period of the project. 

The following diagram shows the distribution of tasks for extended period of the project. These tasks are sub-tasks of some of the main tasks of our project mentioned in the proposal.  

	Task
	SMS
	KT
	HA
	R1
	R2
	Q1
	Q2

	Analysis of data for social aspects and measure the effect on the society
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	Y
	

	Analysis of data gathered using the new questionnaire on Education to measure the effects of Internet on academia, students, teachers and curriculum.
	
	X
	
	
	X
	Y
	

	Analysis of data gathered from the new eCommerce questionnaire to measure the effects of Internet on Businesses
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Y
	

	Feasibility analysis of Distance Learning and Course management systems
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	Y

	Preparation of CD with scripts and graphs for all the results
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	Y

	Report Writing
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	Y

	Review of results by our consultant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y


R1, R2 refer to Research Assistants and Graduate Students.

Q1, Q2 refers to the two quarters (6-months) requested extension period.

X indicates the responsibility of the investigators; Y indicates the quarter in which they will be completed.

