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:
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To
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From
:
Dr. Sadiq Sait, Short Course Coordinator
The short course on “Computer Networks” has been offered successfully.  This report summarizes the comments and evaluation of the coordinator.

1.
Course Title
:
Computer Networks

2.
Date offered:

May 04-08, 2002

3.
Course Instructors:

Dr. Sadiq Sait, M. (Coordinator) 


Dr. Almulhem, A.


Dr. Abdul Waheed


Mr. Hakim, A.


Dr. Uthman Baroudi


Mr. Ali Hussain


Mr. Mohammad Ghouseuddin

4.
Participants:


A total of 23 participants attended the course.  The distribution according to organization is in the attached list.

5.
Lecture notes:

All participants received copies of lecture notes.  All presentations were made using PowerPoint.

6.
Attendants Evaluation of the Course:

Overall ratings of the course and the instructors were very good to excellent.  A recommendation reiterated by most participants is the need for more laboratory sessions where they will have the opportunity to conduct network experiments themselves, with some help from the instructors.  This would be possible if some of the topics are omitted or time allocated to them reduced, e.g., data communication, network security, and network management aspects.  This possibility may be tried in the next offering.  With this change, the course would certainly receive even higher reviews,  but  would  be  biased  toward  covering  particular  tools  and  equipment available in the laboratory. Further, proper understanding of the experiments would be possible only if the participants have adequate understanding of the underlying concepts of computer networking, which the short course tries to cover well in its present format.  Hence, any change to the course should not compromise adequate coverage of the fundamental concepts of computer networking, which requires around two full days.  Also, in future offerings, care should be taken to minimize as much as possible the amount of lecturing during the laboratory sessions.

The major difficulty in coordinating and teaching networking short courses is the inadequate technical level of many of the participants.  At the first meeting of each short course, I always have the habit to conduct a quick interview with all participants to check their academic and professional backgrounds.  Surprisingly for this offering, participants were well-equipped to understand most basic material of this short course.  Towards, the end, all participants stated that they would recommend the course to others and would like to participate in future courses.  Certainly, this time we had a more homogenous population, and the course was dynamically better tuned to the participants desires and skill.  

I strongly recommend that every prospective participant be required to send with his application form a questionnaire duly filled, that will provide us with background information about the applicant.  The questionnaire should be of the multiple choice nature (easy to fill), and request information such as, highest degree earned by the applicant, his computer skills, English fluency, etc.  An ad-hoc committee could be tasked to design such a questionnaire.

7.
Important points raised in the discussions:


All the participants were pleased with the quality of slides and their technical information content.


Some of the concerns raised are:

· The participants wanted to spend  more time in the network laboratory.

· During the laboratory sessions the participants had limited opportunities to try the experiments themselves.  The instructors used some of the laboratory sessions to lecture and explain additional networking concepts.

· Participants acknowledged that a very large number of slides were distributed.  Nevertheless, they would have liked to have receive supporting material that would give them more detailed explanation of the concepts covered.

· A text book for course would have been very much appreciated.

8.
Overall recommendations:

· The experiments should be re-structured so as to give opportunities to the participants to conduct them on their own.  Instructors would only provide limited assistance.

· Participants should be required to send with their registration a questionnaire, duly filled providing the short course coordinator much needed background information about course participants.

· The success of this course depends on the availability of the computer networks laboratory.  To secure availability of the laboratory this course should be scheduled toward the last week or the final exam weeks of the semester, since labs of regular departmental courses are conducted only during the first fourteen weeks of the semester.

Thank you.

_______________

Dr. Sadiq M. Sait
Short Course Coordinator

Encl:

 1)
List of attendees
      
 2)
Schedule of the course with the content shown
3)
Short course material
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