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March 21st 2005
Report
The ad-hoc committee to “Study Utilization of Old Prep Year Building” comprising Drs. Abdulgader Amir, Halim Hamid Redhwi & Sadiq M. Sait visited the facility on 17th March 2005. Members were provided with plans for all four floors of the building by the Director General of Projects. Arrangements were made by the Security Department personnel to be available for inspecting the inside of offices and conference rooms. 

Below are our observations, suggestions and some concerns:

1. The building is quite flexible in terms of rearrangement of space layout and office alterations since almost all walls were made of    gypsum board and not concrete, and thus can be easily modified. Any modification in the layout should take into consideration the location of existing columns.
2. The entrance hall way (# 101) to the building needs to be modified in appearance to make it more inviting and elegant. This will require some glass walls to be torn down and part of space # 109 to be added to the entrance space where an elegant reception desk can be designed and placed in the central area.

3. The food court space (# 107 ) can be reused more efficiently if it is redesigned to give more space/stands to brand name food restaurants (such as McDonalds, Pizza Hut, Starbucks) etc. Such outsourcing of the food court space will provide high quality services and will bring more life to the area).

4.  The wash-room facilities areas in the second and third floor are not sufficient for the number of people expected to occupy the building and for those who will visit the facility. The existing washrooms can be extended by merging rooms 228 and 205 (in the second floor) and rooms 348 and 305 (in the third level).

5. The interior space of the building is very dull and does not have any interesting interior architectural feature and is lacking natural daylight. In order to improve the interior of the building and make it more inviting and comfortable for its occupants, an indoor court yard can be designed in the central space in the first floor (#103, 114, and 115). And an atrium is suggested in the second, third, and fourth floor, where a nicely designed sky light can be added above this atrium.  Such an interior Courtyard/Atrium will not only bring natural light to the building but also will open up the building to the outside environment and make it much more livable and comfortable to use. To further reduce the existing gloominess, greenery and water elements such as small water fountain may be added to the building.

6. The facade of the building needs to be remodeled to make the building looks more architecturally appealing and good looking.

7. In the current facility, PASP Incubator can temporarily occupy the third and fourth floor central areas (above 116); until the incubator building is built on the PASP site.
8.  The offices between 212 and 226, and those between 311 and 323, can be used for Consultancy Clinic, Students Club, Investment Offices, and for other miscellaneous functions.

9. The Alumni office can be housed on the ground floor in 109 and 110. 
Conclusions 
The visit indicated that there is ample real estate area to house all the functions (i.e., Incubator, Consultancy Clinic, Alumni Office, etc). Further, the walls are made of material that makes floorplanning flexible, a recommended feature in incubators.  

One major concern that came up is, that “The PASP incubator” is planned to be launched during the second quarter of 2005 and the orientation building will not be available till next summer. Therefore, it is necessary to also look at other options for temporary housing the incubatees. Suggestions for this alternate space include looking for space in the RI (Bldg. 15) or the current Energy Research Lab. Foreseeing the   inauguration of PASP Incubator by the Minister of Higher Education in the near future, the Chairman of PASP committee (also a member of this ad-hoc committee) suggested that for inauguration purposes either few rooms be made available in the orientation building or the space in the Energy Research Lab be utilized. 
Thanking you & Kind Regards

Abdulgader O. Amir                            Halim Hamid                        Sadiq M. Sait
Ad-Hoc Committee to study utilization of Old Prep Year Building. 
Encl: Floorplan of the building.
PAGE  
1

