Trip Report: ACADEMIA 2003, Exhibition

Sadiq M. Sait

Exhibition
:  ACADEMIA 2003

Venue

:  Intercontinental Hotel, Phoenicia, Beirut, Lebanon

Dates

:  30th January – 01st February 2003

Dr. Osama Jannadi and Dr. Sadiq M. Sait, represented King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals in ACADEMIA 2003 Exhibition that was held in Beirut, Lebanon, between 30th January 2003 and 01st February 2003, and participated with other universities and educational institutions in the region in this unique event. 

The following activities were accomplished during visit.

1. Exhibition material (6 large impressive posters of size over 1 Square meter were prepared and mounted in a furnished 9 sq. meter booth that carried the name fascia of our University). The posters carried all relevant information pertaining to the university and its graduate programs (ranging from facilities to admission criteria, major disciplines offered, etc).

2. Pamphlets and brochures detailing the Graduate Program pertaining to various disciplines at KFUPM were also distributed to the public who attended the exhibition. The approximate number of people that attended the 3-day exhibition exceeded 20,000 (coming in from both academia & industry)

3. Participation entitled us to one Catalogue entry including KFUPM Logo and Profile. Additionally, we were entitled to a one-page advertisement, which was prepared in pdf format (please see file on CD enclosed); the advertisement appeared in exhibition catalogue (please see page 68-69 of the catalog attached with this report). 35,000 copies of the catalog were printed and distributed in the exhibition. Over 5,000 complimentary copies were delivered to high-ranking education officials in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan, in addition to professionals and administrators of schools, universities, training centers and other educational institutions. 30,000 copies will be available at the venue for a nominal cost to interested visitors.

4. The exhibitors names are listed on the Academia website for six months.

5. Information about KFUPM also appeared in the listing of the Visitors Guide that was circulated with the exhibition catalogue (30,000 copies)

6. Promotion through Academia's newsletter, to be circulated to regional and international media, in addition to relevant official entities and educational bodies.

7. Seminar: We were allotted 30-minute usage of the special, fully equipped public presentation area at the exhibition hall and delivered a talk/presentation about our University and its Graduate Programs. The CD enclosed contains the presentation delivered in PowerPoint. The hall was completely packed with people, which allowed extensive interaction with the audience during the question answer session. 

8. The organizers provided the service of dropping and picking up students from academic institutions to the exhibition. Students from more than 110 schools/colleges within Lebanon, from different cities, benefited from this service during these 3 days.

9. The exhibition was visited by number of delegates, which included the representative of President of Lebanon, League of Arab States, Lebanese Minister of Higher education, Arab Minister of Education, and Saudi Cultural Attaché in Lebanon (please see photographs in folder ExhibititonPhotos on CD).

10. There were LCD ads that ran on two giant screens in the exhibition hall 15 times per day for three days about our graduate program. 

11. KFUPM exposure via media coverage through interviews were conducted by NEWTV, RADIO ONE, FUTURE TV, ORBIT CHANNEL and ALHAYAT newspaper, and their media sponsors. The event appeared in the three different newspapers. 96 universities from 17 different countries participated in the event (please see photocopies attached).

12. In brief, audience were exposed to Academia 2003 in all possible ways:

a) Ads ran on local and regional TV stations

b) Radio ads through major local stations

c) Ads and news coverage through major local and international newspapers

d) Outdoor panels around Greater Beirut

e) Flyers to be distributed at private schools, colleges, youth clubs and internet cafes

f) Posters placed around university campuses in Lebanon, Syria & Jordan

g) E-mail broadcasts to 60,000 students and professionals in Lebanon

h) SMS messages to 50,000 recipients in Lebanon

i) Special invitations extended to senior officials, cultural attaches, and media in Lebanon and Syria

j) Press conference conducted on January 27th, 2003, as scheduled.

13. In addition to the above, a trip to Hawaiian University gave us opportunity to get in contact with the President of the University and tour the new campus. A short trip to the campus of American University of Beirut was also made.

14. The social events on the last day allowed all the exhibitors to get together and helped establishing contacts with them and discuss the success factors. The organizing committee gave certificates to all the exhibitors who participated in the event.

In conclusion, we would like to say that both, our participation and the exhibition was a great success, in providing an international as well as regional exposure of KFUPM. However, this exhibition (ACADEMIA 2003) was meant for all sectors of education, training and recruitment in general. 

Follow up event: There will be another upcoming event, in Beirut, which is meant solely for the promotion of higher education. Participating in this event more focused exhibition will provide a wider spectrum of publicity for KFUPM graduate programs for specific interested audience. An invitation to the upcoming event and other relevant literature is enclosed. Since most of the preparation for the above trip in terms of ads, posters, presentation, etc, can be re-used in the upcoming exhibition, possible participation in the event entitled GoForward 2003 (Forum for Orientation and Recruitment) organized by Careers Consulting Services, L’ETUDIANT and Center for Orientation & Documentation (between 19 – 23 March 2003 in Beirut) is requested. 

Thanking you & Kind Regards

Dr. Osama A. Jannadi                                                              Dr. Sadiq M. Sait

Dean, College of Graduate Studies                   Chairman, Computer Engineering

Enclosures:

a) Exhibition Catalogue

b) CD exclusively prepared for the trip report (containing Advertisement prepared, Exhibition Photos, PowerPoint Presentation, & Trip Report)

c) Visitors Guide

d) Newspaper photocopy of the event

e) Invitation to the upcoming event.
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