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Introduction

Background

These materials have been developed to take full advantage of the technology that will be available at our institute. From 2006, all classrooms will have a laptop computer which can be used by teachers while teaching. In addition, there will be 11 multimedia classrooms which can be used for regular classes or for student self-access. These different learning situations are covered by the materials. 

Course organisation

The materials will be used in the first semester of 001 English. The course components are as follows:

	For the student
	For the teacher

	Student’s Book

WebCT Student’s Account
	Student’s Book

Teacher’s Book

WebCT Teacher’s account

Laptop Computer


The Student’s Book consists of one unit. It has four teaching/learning lessons. 

The Teacher’s book contains a presentation of the course design as well as general teaching notes for each lesson. 

The WebCT Student’s Account allows students to log on to WebCT and access the materials necessary for the online part of the course. Students must also submit quizzes and assignments using their WebCT account.

The WebCT Teacher’s Account allows teachers to log on to WebCT and access the materials necessary for the online part of the course. Teachers can also personalize the course by adding supplementary material to their WebCT account, which can then be accessed by their students. WebCT also allows teachers to monitor their students’ log in time and submitted quizzes and assignments, and also to act as a moderator in class discussions and class chat rooms. (Note: If you have problems using WebCT, contact the multimedia coordinator.)

The Laptop Computer in each classroom allows the teacher to display the multimedia material that is a necessary part of the materials. 

Course design

The materials are based on an integrated approach. They are topic based, but are designed to cover reading, writing, speaking and listening. Grammar and vocabulary are also covered in the materials. Finally, a consciousness-raising approach is also incorporated in the materials.  The materials have been laid out in what I view as a logical order. But there is no need to for teachers to follow this lesson order. For example, lessons 2 and 4 could be done before lessons 1 and 3. This is important because the lessons done in the multimedia lab may need to be done first or last, depending on the lab availability.

Map of the materials

Lesson 1: (activities 1-7)

grammar: cause and effect
reading: reading for main ideas

writing: writing sentences linking cause and effect

Lesson 2: (activities 8-11)

vocabulary: general

listening: listening for gist/specific information

writing: drafting a letter

consciousness raising: helping people

Lesson 3: (activities 12-14)

vocabulary: natural disasters

reading: reading for gist/specific information

writing: tables and charts

Lesson 4: (activities 15-16)

speaking: talking about cause and effect and providing solutions to the problems

writing: designing a wall poster

consciousness raising: helping people

Teaching tips

Using powerpoint presentation files—both lesson 1 and lesson 4 use powerpoint to present the materials. This format has been used to allow the teacher to elicit answers from students and then display the correct answer on the screen. The data can be displayed by using a series of left-mouse clicks. This technique also applies to changing activities. It is advisable for teachers to practise using the powerpoint presentations for lessons 1 and 4 before teaching. 

Lesson 1 (classroom lesson: activities 1-7)

This lesson is to be done in a regular classroom. On the classroom laptop, open the 

“001/lesson 1” folder. There are three files: tsunami_simulation, lesson_1 and activity_2.

activity 1—click on the tsunami_simulation file. A window will appear on the screen. Use the play, stop and rewind buttons to control the playback of the tsunami simulation.

When the simulation is finished, click on the lesson 1 file. This will start the powerpoint presentation of the lesson. Use left-mouse clicks to display the data as appropriate.

activity 2—when students have completed the matching stage of the activity, show them the BBC animation to correct their answers. Click on “Activate Link” to do this. (Note: if you are having problems with the internet connection, open the activity_2 file and use this to correct the answers.)

activity 3— when students have completed the task, correct their answers using the powerpoint presentation.

activity 4— when students have completed the task, correct their answers using the powerpoint presentation. This is the lead in to the language points. These can be taught in two ways. The first way is by using the powerpoint presentation. The other way is to use the language point pages at the back of the student’s book. (Alternatively, teachers can use other methods to teach the language points.) Please note that in language point 2 a note has been added. This note features the “noun + cause/result in/led to + noun” structure and this structure may need to be pointed out to students in the lesson. 

activity 5— when students have completed the task, correct their answers using the powerpoint presentation.

activities 6 and 7— students can do these activities as homework if there is not enough time to do them in class. 

At the end of class, remind students that lesson 2 is a student self-access lesson to be done in the multimedia classroom. Point out that quiz 1 must be submitted during this lesson and that assignment 1 must be submitted by a certain date (up to teacher).

Lesson 2 (multimedia lab lesson: activities 8-11)

Student self-access lesson in the multimedia classroom. Class teachers will not be present. Activity 11 requires students to write ideas to be incorporated in a letter. The output from this activity could be used as the starting point of a letter-writing lesson. 

Lesson 3  (multimedia lab lesson: activities 12-14)

Students do this lesson in the multimedia classroom with the class teacher present. Assist students when necessary. They should know how to use Microsoft Word to make tables and pie charts, but it may be necessary for the teacher to assist. 

Lesson 4 (classroom lesson: activities 15-16)

This lesson is to be done in a regular classroom. On the classroom laptop, open the 

“001/lesson_4” folder. There is  one file: lesson_4.

activity 15—click on the lesson_4 file. This will start the powerpoint presentation of the lesson. Use left-mouse clicks to display the pictures as appropriate. Use the pictures to talk about cause and effect and how the problems can be solved. This activity can be used as a warmer for activity 16. However, it can also be used develop speaking skills. First of all, it can be used to strengthen students’ grasp of the target language, cause and effect, of lesson 1. It could also be used to focus on the use of modals to make suggestions. 

activity 16—group students as appropriate. Point out to students that the layout of the sample wall poster can be used, but that they are free to use their own design. The activity also offers the possibility of looking at the following aspects of typical poster design: visual (font, layout, visuals), discourse (e.g. connecting devices), sentence grammar, lexis (maybe including positive/negative connotations), etc. It then offers the possibility of groups replicating some of these items in writing their own poster. The output from this activity could then be used as the starting point of a problem/solution essay-writing lesson.
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