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INTRODUCTION
The concrete construction industry in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia faces a multitude of problems due to the prevailing harsh environment. There exists a need for better utilization of newly developed materials and construction methods. The American Concrete Institute Saudi Arabian Chapter (ACI-SAC) has now established a branch in the Eastern Province, ACI-SAC (EP) under the patronage of The Saudi Umran Society of Saudi Arabia.

The Eastern Province Chapter will seek to serve as a knowledge-base information center on all aspects of concrete construction from materials and design to construction, rehabilitation and management, with the aim of promoting interest on better construction through better utilization of information and knowledge.  As the success of this non-profit, professional organization depends upon the interest of local industries and the bonafide members, the ACI-SAC(EP) looks forward to your membership in the chapter and your support for its various activities designed to promote the interest of the engineering profession.

OBJECTIVES
The primary objectives of the chapter are:

· to serve as an information center for all aspects of concrete construction, catering to the needs of the industry

· to disseminate new knowledge, information and technological development on methods,  materials, and construction

· to advance the awareness of concrete  problems and provide new information and development

· to promote the awareness of concrete durability aspects and repair/rehabilitation technology 

· to advocate professional ethics and responsibilities.

SEMINARS
The society will hold periodic meetings for a professional get-together to discuss issues of interest to the ACI members.  The seminars will highlight topics and issues of current interests presented by experts from local industry, researchers, and foreign experts visiting the kingdom.

SHORT COURSES
The chapter will conduct short courses and ACI certification courses and conduct exams on subjects, which are of interest to the profession.  Through such courses and certifications, a practicing engineer and technicians will have the opportunity to improve his professional background, knowledge and skill.

CUSTOMIZED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
The chapter plans to offer special educational programs to those interested companies who desire to have a special program on selected topics or subjects, for the exclusive need of the company.  Such programs are designed to help a company in enhancing and updating the professional background of its workforce.

MEMBERSHIP
The membership is open to all interested individuals and companies who are engaged in design, construction, supervision and maintenance of concrete structures and in any other related activities.  For further information on membership and the accrued benefits, please contact the chapter
STANDING COMMITTEES

The following standing committees constitute the chapter’s organization.

· General Activities Committee

· Technical Activities Committee

· Educational Activities Committee

· Membership Activities Committee

· Students Section

SOCIETY’S CONTACT ADDRESS

ACI-Saudi Arabia Chapter-Easter Province

KFUPM Box 5058, Dhahran 31261

Saudi Arabia

Fax (03) 860-3996       (03) 869-2879

Tel. (03) 860-4229       (03) 860-2554

e-mail: aci-sac@kfupm.edu.sa

Join the ACI-SAC EP today by sending your name, Company address, Telephone number, Facsimile number, and the membership cost of 200 Saudi Riyals for 1999 and be a part of a learned society dedicated to meet the challenges for a better concrete construction.

