In the name of Allah, Most Beneficent, Most MercifulPRIVATE 

HADITH: BASIC DEFINITIONS
Hadith: Saying, action and approval or sanction of the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).  Hadith has two parts.  Both are very important; Sanad and Matan.  It is not at all appropriate to say:  A hadith says,…"  You HAVE to give the reference.

Sanad:
The chain of reporters

Matan:
The text of hadith

Athar:
Saying and action of the companions of the prophet. (Plural: Aathar).

Importance of Hadith:
*
The second source of Islam after Quran (Kitab and Sunnah are the two main sources, as the prophet, pbuh, emphasized on his last sermon).

*
Theoretical and practical explanation of the Quran.

*
To follow the prophet, to adopt him as our role model, we need Hadith.

*
To quote exactly as to what prophet said, we need to know hadith and read it as much as possible.

*
Distinguishes the Quran from the language of the prophet.

Sources of Preservation of Hadith:
*
The practice of Ummah (like praying etc.)

*
Written parts

*
Memory (Teaching and learning)

The period of collection and Compilation can be divided into 4 sections

1st PERIOD: (From the Prophet's (pbuh) time till the end of 1st Hijri century
From this period, some of the famous hadith scholars who memorized hadith ( >1000) are:





died 
Age
#had.

Abu Hurairah (R) 

59 H
71 
2660 

Ayisha (R)


85 H
67 
2210 

Abdullah bin Umar (R)

73 H
84 
1630

Jabir bin Abdullah (R)

78 H
94
1560

Anas bin Malik (R)

93 H
103
1286

Abu Saeed Khudri (R)

74 H
84
1170

Some Written Records of 1st period:
*
Sahifa Sadiqa (Abdullah bin Amr bin al'as, 63 H)

*
Sahifa Sahiha (Humam bin Munabbah, 101 H, disciple of Abu Hurairah (R)). This is available in Berlin and Damascus.

*
Musnad Abu Hurairah (R)

*
Sahifa Ali (R)

*
Written sermon of the prophet (pbuh), at the time of Fath Makkah.

*
Sahifa Jabir (R)

2nd PERIOD: (101 H - 150 H)
A big group of Taba'een compiled the ahadith, based on the available written records of the first period and other sources.

Some famous compilers of Hadith:

*
Muhammad bin Shihab Zuhri (r), 124H.  Imam Malik, Imam Auza'ee are among his disciples.

*
Abdulmalik bin Jareeh (r), 150 H

*
Imam Sufian Thuri (r), 161 H 

Some of the written records of 2nd Period:

*
Mu'atta Imam Malik (r)

*
Jama' Sufian Thuri (r)

*
Jama' Ibn al-Mubarak (r)

*
Jama' Imam Auza'ee (r)

3rd PERIOD (150 H century to 400 H)

*
Ahadith were separated from Athar and sayings of Tabi'een

*
Collection of authentic ahadith in separate volumes

*
Branches of knowledge of ahadith created

Some Braches of knowledge of Hadith (Ulum-ul-hadith)
*
Asma war rijal: details of reporters (birth, death, their teachers and travels, their maturity etc.).  Details of 500,000 people preserved.

*
Mustalah-al-hadith (Usul-ul-hadith): The rules of strong and weak

*
Ghareeb ul Hadith: deals with Difficult words of hadith

*
Takhreejul ahadith: Gives the sources of many unreferenced ahadith which are found in the books of tafseer, fiqh, etc.  Ex: Ahya-ulumuddin contains lot of ahdith which are unreferenced.  To find out about it, we can look into Nasabur Rayah by Zaila'i (792 H).

*
Tawfeeq bainal ahadith:  To explain apparently contradictory ahadith


Ex: Mukhtaliful hadith by Imam Shafai (204 H).


    Mushkilul Athar by Imam Tahavi (321 H).

*
Ilm Atraful hadith: similar to index (if you know a part of hadith, then using this ilm, we can find the full hadith.


Ex: Tuhfatul Ashraf by Hafiz Ramzi (742 H) who worked 26 years on this topic.


Mu'ajamul Mufahris: compiled by non-Muslims (actually they benfited from the works of earlier Muslims, like Ramzi etc.

*
Fiqhul Hadith: Gives the wisdom and fine points of hadith.


Ex: 'Elamul Muwaqqaeen by Ibn Qayyim


Famous Compilers of the third period:
1.
Ahmad bin Hambal (R), 164H-241H: Musnad Ahmad: 30,000 ahadith.  24 vol.

2.
Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari (R), 194H - 256H, 90,000 direct disciples, upto 30,000 students in one class with upto 300 repeaters. 


Sahih Bukhari.  9684 ahadith, 2623 Marfoo' ahadith, 16 years of work; 

Tabqat Kutub -al- ahadith:  On the basis of their authenticity, Muhadditheen have divided the books of Ahadith into 4 tabaqat (levels).

Level - I: Contain the highest level of authenticity

*
Mu`atta Imam Malik

*
Sahih Bukhari

*
Sahih Muslim

Level - II: Some rawi (reporters) are of lower level of Thiqah.

*
Abu Daud

*
Tirmidhi

*
Nasai

*
Musnad Ahmad

Level - III: Contain predominantly strong but some weak ahadith also.

*
Darami (225 H)

*
Ibn Majah

*
Baihaqi

*
Dar Qutni (385 H)

*
Tabarani (360 H)

*
Tahavi (321 H)

*
Musnad Imam Shafa'i 

*
Mustadrak Hakam (405 H)

Level - IV: Contain strong, weak, duplicate ... all kinds of ahadith.  Mostly used by those who exploit and/or further their own versions of Islamic work.

*
Ibn Jareer Tabari (310 H)

*
Khateeb Bughdadi (463 H)

*
Ibn Asakar (571 H)

*
Dailami (509 H)

*
Kamil, ibn Adi (365 H)

*
Ibn Mardooyah (410 H)

*
Waqadi (207 H)

4th PERIOD (From 500 H till now)
The compilation of ahadith was over in the thrid period.  The work done in the fourth period consists of:

*
The explanatory books of ahadith.

*
Translations into other languages.

*
Selected compilations a/c to the needs and/or tastes of the people. Examples are:


I. 
Mishkatul Masabih (by Waliuddin Khateeb).


II. 
Riyadh-us-Saleheen (by Abu Zakariya Yahya Nuwawi)


III. 
Muntaqal Akhbar (by Abdussalam Ibn Taimiyah); The explanation of this is Neel-ul-Awtar by Qadi Shaukani)


IV. 
Buloogul Muram (by Ibn Hajar). The explanation of this is Subulus-Salam b Muhammad San'ani.


