CA 101  Introduction to Microcomputers
Introduction
Welcome to CA 101!  The following is the official course description: Introduces computer fundamentals, information processing, basic operation of a microcomputer, and usage of an operating system.  Students are required to operate a microcomputer and use application software and programs.

Course Objectives and Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Identify and describe fundamental hardware components of a personal computer.

· Understand simple user interface features common to most application software.

· Use basic operating system features to carry out simple tasks.

· Use simple internetworking applications like e-mail, web browsers, etc.
Instructors:
Kevin Jones (kjones@kfupm.edu.sa)



Arshad Aziz (aziz@dcc.kfupm.edu.sa)

Office:

274
Office Hours:
Displayed on my office door
Class Meeting Times and Location:


As per your Timetable

Lab Meeting Times and Location:


As per your Timetable

Prerequisites: None.

Required Text
Computing Essentials, 2005, Complete Edition, by

     O’Leary and O’Leary, McGraw-Hill, 2005.

Grade Determination

Two major exams


15% each


Final exam



30%


Lab assignments


20% total


Class work



20%

(10% for Quizzes, 5% for Attendance, 5% for Class Participation)
Reading Assignments

You are responsible for the assigned reading as given in the following schedule.  In some cases, only part of a chapter will be read on a given week.  Note that we might not always cover chapters in the order presented in the book.

Lab Assignments - 20% of grade

Most people learn more by “doing” than by “listening”, thus you will learn far more about programming by hands-on lab experience than by merely reading your textbook.  The lab assignments are a basic course requirement, like engineering lab work, and not at all like homework in a calculus class.  You must complete most of the lab assignments in order to pass the course!  Late assignments will be assessed a 50% penalty per lab meeting, which means that if you don’t submit lab work on time, I will take of half the points, and I will not accept late work after one week from the due date.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

Talking with classmates about the assignments in general terms can be of value to you.  Nevertheless, the work you submit must be your own!  No credit will be given for assignments that are copied.  Copying someone else’s assignment and modifying it to conceal that fact is a very serious offense.  Cheating will not be tolerated.

Exams - 60% of your final grade

There will be two major exams during the semester and one final exam at the end of the semester.  Exams may contain short answer and/or multiple choice questions.

Absences from Lectures/Labs


NO EXCUSE is acceptable except an official excuse from the Student Affairs office.  If you are absent for more than 9 meetings from lecture and/or lab without excuse, you will be dropped from the course and will receive a DN.  Missing an entire 50-minute lecture will be considered missing one meeting.  For example, if you miss more than 9 lectures, you will get a DN.  If you miss more than 6 lectures and 3 labs, you will get a DN.


If you are absent for more than 15 meetings from lecture and/or lab, with or without excuse, you will be dropped from the course and will receive a DN. Each absence would take half of one mark from attendance.

Absences from Exams

Don’t miss an exam.  Acceptable excuses are usually limited to serious personal problems, such as hospitalization after an accident, etc.  Examples of unacceptable excuses are job interviews, weddings, taking someone to the airport, or the desire to leave before the end of the exam period.

Withdrawal Policy

The last day to drop the course and receive a `W’ grade is  date on your Academic Calendar.  The last day for dropping all courses with a `W’ grade is  date on your Academic Calendar.
CA 101  Introduction to Microcomputers
Course Schedule, 061
Note:  Topics and scheduled dates are tentative, and may be changed.

	Week
	Dates
	Read Chapters:
	Topics

	1
	Sep 8-12
	1
	Introduction, course organization.  Brief introduction to number systems.  What is an information system? 

	2
	Sep 15-19
	1
	Information systems, continued.

	3
	Sep 22-26
	2
	Internet, Web, Electronic-Commerce.



	4
	Sep 29-Oct 3
	3
	Application Software: Word processors, Spreadsheets, Database Management Systems, Presentation Graphics.

	Eid-ul-Fitr Holiday

	5
	Oct 20-24
	3
	Application Software, continued.

MAJOR 1 EXAM, Wednesday, …………….

	6
	Oct 27-Oct 31
	4
	Specialized Application Software: Graphics, Audio, Video, Multimedia, Web Authoring.

	7
	Nov 3-7
	5
	System Software, Operating Systems.



	8
	Nov 10-14
	6
	Inside the microcomputer: (CPU, Memory, etc.)



	9
	Nov 17-21
	6
	CPU, Memory, continued.



	10
	Nov 24-28
	7
	Input and Output devices (keyboard, monitor, mouse, scanner, microphone, printer, etc.)

	11
	Dec 1- 5
	8
	Storage devices (hard disks, floppy disks, optical disks, etc.)

	12
	Dec 8-12
	8
	Storage devices, continued.

MAJOR 2 EXAM, 

	Eid-ul-Adha Holiday

	13
	Dec 29-Jan 2
	9
	Communications and networks.


	14
	Jan 5-9
	9
	Communications and networks, continued.


	15
	Jan 12-16
	10
	Privacy and security.

	16 ..
	
	
	FINAL EXAMS PERIOD


