Fun With Your New Pet

Introduction

Besides petting your new friend while watching TV, there are many other fun things to do

Keeping your new pet active keeps them happy and healthy.

Agility

A handler directs a dog off-leash through an obstacle course.

Obstacles are arranged in various course configurations.

· A-Frame

· Dog Walk

· See-Saw

· Pipe Tunnel

· Collapsed Tunnel

· Pause Table

· Weave Poles

· Tire or Hoop Jump

· Various Types of Jumps

Agility Rules

Handlers may not touch either the equipment or the dog

Dogs are faulted for actions such as:

Knocking off a jump bar

Failing to put one or more feet in the contact zone on contact obstacles

Taking obstacles out of sequence

Running past or stopping before the next obstacle to be performed.

Time penalties are assessed against dogs that exceed the standard course time

Dogs compete only against dogs of similar height at the withers

Dog with the lowest number of faults and the fastest time wins the class or height division.

Ages

Dogs should be at least eighteen months of age to compete in trials

Agility training can start at 12 months

Most dogs are able to participate in agility until 8-10 years of age

Programs are available for older dogs

Before Training Begins

Some basic obedience training is necessary before beginning agility training

Dog must be able to:

Sit

Down

Promptly come when called off-leash

Hold a brief stay

Maintain control around other dogs

Accept handling by strangers

Training

Beginner Level

Introduces dogs to low and/or smaller versions of the obstacles

Height and/or length of the equipment is slowly extended over several training sessions

Dogs require physical spotting similar to gymnastics training

Techniques or collars that apply physical corrections of any type should not be used 

Use food, praise, and fetch/tug type objects to reward performance

Intermediate Level

Dog is conditioned to higher jumps and obstacle heights

Dogs develop a vocabulary of verbal and body signals

Direct to specific obstacle

Speed up or slow down

Turn left or right

Veer away from or close to handler

Advanced

Dogs can perform commands and maneuvers instantly and accurately

Dogs work at full speed several yards away from handler

Obedience

Allows dogs to demonstrate their natural skill as well as their ability to work as part of an animal-human team.

Dogs and handlers compete against a standard of perfection, rather than each other.

Any purebred dog over the age of 6 months and registered with the AKC can enter.

Obedience Trials test a dog's ability to perform a prescribed set of exercises on which it is scored.

Obedience Titles

Novice

Dog earns a Companion Dog (CD) title

Must perform these exercises:

Heel both on and off leash at different speeds

Come when called

Stay (still and quietly) with a group of other dogs

Stand for a simple physical exam

Open

Dog earns a Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) title

Same exercises as in Novice, but off-leash and for a longer time

Must perform jumping and retrieving tasks

Utility

Dog earns a Utility Dog (UD) title

More difficult exercises

Dog must perform scent discrimination tasks

Can earn Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) and Obedience Trial Champion (OTCH) titles

Tracking

Dogs demonstrate their natural ability to recognize and follow human scent. 

Dog must successfully complete only one track to earn a title.

Tracking Titles

Tracking Dog (TD)

Follows a track (440 to 500 yard) with turns laid by a human from 30 minutes to 2 hours before

Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX)

Follows an older (3 to 5 hours), longer track (800 to 1,000 yard) with more turns while overcoming both physical and scenting obstacles.

Variable Surface Tracking

Follows a 3 to 5 hours-old track that may take the dog down a street, through a building and other areas devoid of vegetation.

Getting Started in Tracking

Don't wait! Puppy kindergarten classes are designed for 2 to 5 month old dogs and really focus on the very basics of training. Many basic training classes start puppies at 5 to 6 months of age. And just like kids, puppies pick up lessons very quickly when learning is made into a fun game. 

(2) Your local dog club may hold classes taught by people knowledgeable in the sport that can help you train for these exercises. There are 5 kinds of dog clubs to check out: Obedience Clubs, Tracking Clubs, All-Breed Clubs (devoted to the entire dog experience), Group Clubs (devoted to a variety group, like Toys or Terriers), and Local Specialty Clubs (devoted to one breed). There may be one or all in your area that holds classes and publishes newsletters with articles. Getting involved with a club can teach you many more things about your dog that can be helpful.

Herding

· The purpose of the herding program is to preserve and develop the herding skills inherent in the herding breeds and to demonstrate that they can perform the useful functions for which they were originally bred.

· Although herding trails are artificial simulations of pastoral or farm situations, they are standardized tests to measure and evaluate the characteristics of the herding breeds. 

· The competitive trials offer something for every breed with three distinctly different courses A, B and C, with three levels of difficulty to each course; Started, Intermediate and Advance with three different livestock types - cattle, sheep or ducks. 

· Course A was developed to simulate a small farm. The dog would be required to use force when working with stock, thus the Y-chute, pen work and close fence work. The dog would need a forceful presence with stock to obtain the results necessary for this type of farm work. 

· Course B simulates open fieldwork. A dog that used the same type of force successful on Course A would fail on Course B. A flock or herd of any type stock has many flight options in an open field. A successful Course B dog will give way to pressure, evaluate situations, circle wide, if necessary, to get behind and move the stock towards its destination. 

· Course C was created to test the boundary style dog. This is a dog that can recognize a change in terrain or vegetation; a dog that can move a flock forward or keep it within a specific area (graze). 

· Dogs are awarded suffix titles upon the completion of the various requirements for the titles of Herding Tested (HT); Pre-Trial Tested (PT); once the dog moves on to the trial level it has the opportunity to achieve suffix titles that designate a particular level - Started, Intermediate, or Advanced and the specific course and livestock type in which the dog competed for that title(s). Herding Started Course A - Sheep would read HSAs and so on. Once a dog has achieved an Advanced suffix title it can continue to compete for the coveted Herding Champion prefix title.

· In order to begin training your beardie in herding it is important to understand a few basic concepts, such as herding instinct, the importance of your relationship with your beardie and the beginning stages of training. You should also learn the vocabulary of herding. The purpose of this article is to whet your appetite to learn more on your own through the variety of resources available. It is not intended as a step by step procedure to train your dog.

· Herding instinct is derived from the dog's instinct to hunt - the prey drive. His pack instinct gives him the desire to work with you (the pack leader) while doing so.

· The Relationship 

· This brings me to the second point to understand about herding. When herding, the dog controls the stock, but YOU control the dog. Herding is teamwork between the dog and the handler where the relationship between the dog and the handler is important. Taggert (p.30) states "No dog will give its best to a stranger, or even a family member that it doesn't consider its master. Dogs must be strongly attached to their trainer. They must love and respect the trainer - qualities that will deepen and be enhanced as training proceeds. Some breeds will only work for their "love object" and the rest of the world can take a hike. Get to know your dog and help him love and respect, not fear, you...You'll be expecting unusual obedience from your dog. There is no way you can MAKE a dog stop at one half mile away; he must want to do so to please you."

Training

Dog must have a reliable STOP command:

May be a stand, sit or down.

Young dogs should be taught to down 

Eventually move to a stand

Many herders use a THERE to indicate a stop and stand

Dog must have a reliable RECALL command

Know how to read your dog

Need a command that will release the dog from the stop

Need commands to send your dog away from you after a recall

Herding Equipment

A 5-foot bamboo pole or a piece of ½ inch PVC piping

A flat buckle collar that will not slip over the dog's head

A 15 to 20-foot woven training line

Plastic whistle

Conformation

A Beginner's Guide To Dog Shows 

This is the AKC

The American Kennel Club was established in 1884 to promote the study, breeding, exhibiting and advancement of purebred dogs. It is the largest not-for-profit purebred dog registry in the nation. 

The AKC approves and maintains the official records of over 15,000 sanctioned and licensed events each year. 

The AKC has approximately 500 member clubs and over 4,000 affiliated clubs. These clubs are more than show-giving entities. They are public service, educational organizations whose activities benefit their entire community. Some AKC club activities include public education through presentations at schools, fairs, libraries, shelters, hospitals, rescue leagues, scouts and 4-H; training classes; and health clinics. 

AKC registration means a dog, its parents, and its ancestors are purebred. It does not indicate health or quality. Dogs registered with the AKC can have their offspring registered and compete in AKC events.

Showing dogs is a great sport where the thrill of competition is combined with the joy of seeing beautiful dogs. Dog shows are one of many types of AKC dog events in which AKC-registered dogs can compete. These events, which draw nearly two million entries annually, include dog shows and tests of instinct and trainability, such as obedience trials, Canine Good Citizen tests, field trials, agility trials, lure coursing, rally, hunting tests, herding trials, tracking tests, coonhound and earthdog events.

Dog shows (conformation events) are intended to evaluate breeding stock. The size of these events ranges from large all-breed shows, with over 3,000 dogs entered, to small local specialty club shows, featuring a specific breed. The dog's conformation (overall appearance and structure), an indication of the dog's ability to produce quality puppies, is judged.

Types of Conformation Dog Shows 

There are three types of conformation dog shows: 

All-breed shows offer competitions for over 150 breeds and varieties of dogs recognized by the AKC. All-breed shows are the type often shown on television 

Specialty shows are restricted to dogs of a specific breed or to varieties of one breed. For example, the Bulldog Club of America Specialty is for Bulldogs only, but the Poodle Club of America's specialty show includes the three varieties of the Poodle - Standard, Miniature and Toy.

Group shows are limited to dogs belonging to one of the seven groups. For example, the Potomac Hound Group show features only breeds belonging to the Hound group. 

Which Dogs May Participate

To be eligible to compete, a dog must: 

be individually registered with the American Kennel Club

be 6 months of age or older

be a breed for which classes are offered at a show 

meet any eligibility requirements in the written standard for its breed 

Spayed or neutered dogs are not eligible to compete in conformation classes at a dog show, because the purpose of a dog show is to evaluate breeding stock.

The Role of the Judge 

 Judges examine the dogs, then give awards according to how closely each dog compares to the judge's mental image of the "perfect" dog described in the breed's official standard.

The standard describes the characteristics that allow the breed to perform the function for which it was bred. These standards include specifications for structure, temperament and movement. In short, they 

The official written standard for each breed is maintained by the breed's national club and is included in the The Complete Dog Book published by the AKC. 

The judges are experts on the breeds they are judging. They examine ("go over") each dog with their hands to see if the teeth, muscles, bones and coat texture conform to the breed's standard. They view each dog in profile for overall balance, and watch each dog gait ("move") to see how all of those features fit together in action. 

How A Dog Show Works 

Each dog presented to a judge is exhibited ("handled") by its owner, breeder or a hired professional. The role of a handler is similar to that of a jockey who rides a horse around the track and, hopefully, into the winner's circle.

Most dogs in competition at conformation shows are competing for points toward their AKC championships. It takes fifteen points, including two majors (wins of three, four or five points) awarded by at least three different judges, to become an American Kennel Club "Champion of Record." 

The number of championship points awarded at a show depends on the number of males ("dogs") and females ("bitches") of the breed actually in competition. The larger the entry, the greater the number of points a male or a female can win. The maximum number of points awarded to a dog at any show is 5 points.

Males and females compete separately within their respective breeds, in six regular classes. The following classes are offered, and are divided by sex: 

Puppy - dogs between six and twelve months of age, that are not yet champions. 

Twelve-To-Eighteen Months - dogs twelve to eighteen months of age, that are not yet champions. 

Novice - dogs that have never won a blue ribbon in any of the other classes, or have won fewer than three first place ribbons in the Novice class. 

Bred By Exhibitor - the dog is not yet a champion, and the exhibitor is the breeder and the owner. 

American-Bred - a dog whose parents were mated in America, and the dog was born in America. The dog is not yet a champion.

Open - any dog of the breed, at least 6 months of age. 

After these classes are judged, all the dogs that won first place in a class compete again to see who is the best of the winning dogs. Males and females are judged separately. Only the best male (Winners Dog) and the best female (Winners Bitch) receive championship points. The Winners Dog and Winners Bitch then compete with the champions for the Best of Breed award. At the end of the Best of Breed Competition, three awards are usually given: 

Best of Breed - the dog judged as the best in its breed category. 

Best of Winners - the dog judged as the better of the Winners Dog and Winners Bitch. 

Best of Opposite Sex - the best dog that is the opposite sex to the Best of Breed winner. 

The Road to Best in Show

Dog shows are a process of elimination, with one dog being named Best in Show at the end of the show.

Only the Best of Breed winners advance to compete in the Group competitions. Each AKC-recognized breed falls into one of seven group classifications. The seven groups are Sporting, Hound, Working, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting and Herding. Four placements are awarded in each group, but only the first-place winner advances to the Best In Show competition. 

The Seven Groups in All-Breed Shows 

 Sporting - These dogs were bred to hunt game birds both on land and in the water. The breeds in this group include Pointers, Retrievers, Setters and Spaniels. 

Hounds - These breeds were bred for hunting other game by sight or scent. These breeds include such dogs as Beagles, Bassets, Dachshunds and Greyhounds. 

Working - These dogs were bred to pull carts, guard property and perform search and rescue services. Among the breeds in this group are the Akita, Boxer, Doberman Pinscher and St. Bernard. 

Terrier - This group includes breeds such as the Airedale, Cairn Terrier and Scottish Terrier. Terriers were bred to rid property of vermin such as rats. 

Toy - These dogs were bred to be household companions. This group includes little dogs such as the Chihuahua, Maltese, Pomeranian and Pug. 

Non-Sporting - This diverse group includes the Chow Chow, Bulldog, Dalmatian and Poodle. These dogs vary in size and function, and many are considered companion dogs. 

Herding - These dogs were bred to help shepherds and ranchers herd their livestock. The Briard, Collie, German Shepherd Dog and Old English Sheepdog are some of the breeds in this group. 

Finally, the seven group winners are brought into the ring where they compete for Best In Show, the highest award at a dog show. 

The Road to Best in Show 

Dog show classes are a process of elimination that ultimately results in one dog being selected Best In Show. 

Ribbons 

Each dog that receives an award is given a ribbon by the judge. The color of the ribbon indicates the type of award the dog has won. 

Blue - awarded for first place in any regular class. Also awarded to the winner of each group competition, usually in the form of a "rosette". 

Red - awarded for second place in each class. Also awarded for second place in each group competition, usually in the form of a "rosette". 

Yellow - awarded for third place in each class. Also awarded for third place in each group competition, usually in the form of a "rosette". 

White - awarded for fourth place in each class. Also awarded for fourth place of each group competition, usually in the form of a "rosette". 

Purple - awarded to the winners of the Winners Dog and Winners Bitch classes. Since these are the classes in which championship points are earned, these ribbons are highly coveted. 

Purple and White - awarded to the Reserve Winners; that is, the runners-up to the winner of the Winners Dog and Winners Bitch classes. 

Blue and White - awarded to the dog that wins Best of Winners; that is, the better of the Winners Dog and Winners Bitch winners. 

Purple and Gold - awarded to the dog judged "Best of Breed" in each breed competition. This is highly coveted because it allows advancement to the Group competition. 

Red and White - awarded to the Best of Opposite Sex. This means the best dog of the breed that is the opposite sex of the Best of Breed winner. 

Red, White and Blue - only one of these is awarded, at the end of each show. It is given to the ultimate award winner, the Best In Show. 

How Do I Get Started Showing My Dog?

 The best place to start is by joining a local kennel club, whether an all-breed kennel club or a breed-specific specialty club. A listing of clubs by state can be found on our Club Search page or through our customer service department by calling (919) 233-9767.

Local clubs will have information on training classes for the show ring, and for obedience and agility classes. Even if the show ring is not your ultimate goal, the relationship that training forms between you and your dog will be very rewarding to you both. Local clubs also have "Fun Matches" where you and your dog can test your skill in the ring.

Handling your dog is an exceptional and enjoyable experience. From the grooming table to the show ring, you and your dog will develop a bond. While training classes offer the best hands-on way to practice for the show ring, attending shows and observing your breed is also a great way to gain understanding of what judges and other competitors do.

If you do not wish to handle your dog yourself, or have a friend or family member do it, you may contact a professional handler who charges a fee for showing your dog.

You're on your way! You are entering a sport that will bring many hours of enjoyment and education to every member of your family. You will make many friends in the sport, and will enjoy your dog and your new hobby for many years to come.

Tips for the First-Time Spectator 

If the grooming area is open to spectators, visit it and talk with professional groomers to get tips on keeping your dog looking his best. 

However tempting, do not pet a dog without asking for permission first. The dog may have just been groomed in preparation for being judged. 

At each dog show, you will find vendors and information booths. Many club booths offer helpful information to the general public. 

Wear comfortable shoes - you'll be doing a lot of walking. Unless you bring a chair or arrive early, be prepared to stand most of the time, as seating is usually limited. 

If you are considering getting a purebred dog, talk to the breeders and exhibitors - they are experts in their breeds

If you bring a baby stroller to a dog show, be careful that you do not run over any dog's tail, and that your child does not grab or poke the dogs it can reach. Avoid having them near ring entrances, which are especially crowded. Some shows prohibit baby strollers.

Fly Ball

· Relay race with 4 dogs on a team.

· Course consists of a starting line, 4 hurdles spaced 10 feet apart, and a box.

1. Dog jumps the 4 hurdles

2. Dog steps on a spring loaded box that shoots out a tennis ball.

3. Dog catches the tennis ball and then runs back over the 4 hurdles.

4. When the dog crosses the starting line the next dog goes.

· The first team to have all 4 dogs run without errors wins the heat.

CGC

If your dog has good manners, he or she may be eligible for an award from the American Kennel Club….

Welcome to the AKC's Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Program. Started in 1989, CGC is a certification program that is designed to reward dogs who have good manners at home and in the community. The Canine Good Citizen Program is a two-part program that stresses responsible pet ownership for owners and basic good manners for dogs. All dogs who pass the CGC test receive a certificate from the American Kennel Club and as of January 1, 1999, they are automatically recorded in the AKC's Canine Good Citizen Archive.

Program Changes: AKC Now Sends Canine Good Citizen Certificates

The year 2001 was very eventful for the Canine Good Citizen Program. One of the most dramatic changes for CGC to be implemented since the program started was that in April, 2001, the AKC began sending out Canine Good Citizen certificates from in-house. This change was in response to the on-going requests from CGC participants to have a high-quality certificate that could be framed and proudly displayed. 

CGC Evaluators Now Undergo Approval Process

A second major change within the CGC Program occurred in April, 2001, when the AKC began requiring that all CGC evaluators be registered with the AKC and assigned an evaluator number. There has been an overwhelmingly positive response to this procedure that was implemented in order to improve the quality and integrity of the CGC Program. The current requirements for evaluators are: 1) must have worked with other owners and their dogs in a professional or educational capacity for at least one year and 2) must have worked with a variety of breeds. If you would like to obtain a copy of the Evaluator Registration Form, click here. 

CGC Evaluators on Web

One of the most frequent calls and emails we get in the CGC area is "where can I go to get my dog tested?" With written approval from the evaluator, we are now posting evaluator names and email addresses on the AKC web page so that we can provide potential CGC participants with the names of evaluators in their areas. Participants may still call the CGC office at (919) 816-3532 for evaluator information if they do not have access to the internet. In upcoming months, we will begin to list CGC tests held at AKC shows in the CGC section of the web page.

CGC - Over a decade of success!!

CGC is one of the most rapidly growing programs in the American Kennel Club. There are many exciting applications of this wonderful, entry level that go beyond the testing and certifying of dogs.

Many other countries (including England, Australia, Japan, Hungary, Denmark, Sweden, Canada, and Finland) have developed CGC programs based on the AKC's CGC Program. A CGC Neighborhood Model has been established, police and animal control agencies use CGC for dealing with dog problems in communities, some therapy dog groups use the CGC as a partial screening tool, and some 4-H groups around the country having been using the CGC as a beginning dog training program for children.

A number of specialty (one breed only) clubs give the CGC at their annual national dog show. Dog clubs have discovered that the CGC is an event that allows everyone to go home a winner. Veterinarians have recognized the benefits of well-trained dogs and there are some CGC programs in place in veterinary hospitals. State legislatures began recognizing the CGC program as a means of advocating responsible dog ownership and 14 states now have Canine Good Citizen resolutions.

In a little over one decade, the Canine Good Citizen Program has begun to have an extremely positive impact in many of our communities. This is a program that can help us assure that the dogs we love will always be welcomed and respected members of our communities. 

