Activity 1 Laws or ruels
I expect everyone to participate in creating a discussion about the following questions (you will be mark on your participation) in this, you can start by posting your own opinion and you can also reply to the postings of others. 

We will later go into more detail regarding the two and their role in our society. 

What do you think the differences are between laws and rules? 

Why do you think Laws are created? 

Activity 2.1  Do we take our laws for granted
Considering we have a democratic government here in Australia, have a think about our policy with asylum seekers. What is your view on this? Please search the web, and form your view on the information that you found – make sure you copy and paste the web address that you looked at so I can see where you got your information from. Try to use papers that have some authority behind them, not single or narrow minded viewpoints (there is too much of this on the web).   The purpose of this activity is to get you thinking about other kinds of law.  Please express your own opinion, good or bad but let us know ‘why’ and back it up with some research on the web.
There are some links in the Link Sharing section on the left of the screen. 

Here are some questions to get the discussion started: 

Why do you think people try to seek asylum in our beautiful country? Try to comment on a specific nation and their rights (or lack of) to vote and have elections in their own country, you will have to do some research on this. 

Do you think the law protects the asylum seekers in there own countries? 

Do you think the law protects the asylum seekers when they are here in Australia? 

What is your opinion on how Australia treats asylum seekers? 

What about the kids in detention centers, what law protects them? 

What about the section in module one that talks about Our Records does anyone base their opinion on asylum seekers with this in mind (e.g. some people are concerned that some asylum seekers might have bad criminal records)? 

Activity 2.2  Law Order Society and Values
“As opposed to rules, law is enforceable. Unlike rules, Laws come from some authority that is capable of enforcing them” (Churchman, White, Williams, 1990).. 

"The purpose of the law is not just to punish, but mainly to teach, so that our records can be kept clean, and genuine mistakes and carelessness are not treated as criminal cases" (Module 1, 2003). 

With this in mind, please discuss the following questions with your peers: 

1) Why do you think our Society create laws? 

2) Values and laws are a must in our society. Why do you think these two things are necessary in our Society? - This well know saying will give you a hint: “Do as you would be done by” (golden rule of Christianity)

Activity 1.4 What is Justice
You have considered what Law actually means and why society creates them. 

But what are these legal structures actually trying to achieve in the end, for you and everybody else around you. Is there an end purpose? 

To answer this, you must find a definition of justice (on the net). Copy and paste it and tell me what you understand of the definition you found. Try to relate it to what you just read in Module 1. 

Activity 1.5 More on Justice
One of the theoreticians about justice is John Rawls. He has defined two basic principles of justice: 

- each person has a right to the maximum amount of liberty which is compatible with a similar amount of liberty for everyone else; 

- any inequalities should work out for the benefit of the most disadvantaged, and there should be equality of opportunity among all people who wish to occupy a privileged position. 

EXERCISE  More on Justice
Rawls suggested an interesting exercise for working out just rules for a society. Imagine that there are several classes in society: for example, people on social security benefits, employers, politicians, home owners, speculators on the stock market, school students and people looking after the family at home_ You know that you will belong to one of these classes in society, but you do not know which one. Which of these laws would you agree to be just? 

Social security recipients should be given special training, where possible, to equip them for jobs for which there are not enough qualified people. 

Married women are only entitled to a job when there are no men or single women who want it. 

Employers should have to give available jobs to the qualified applicant who has been out of work the longest. 

No one should be entitled to own a home which has more bedrooms than the number of people who will live in it. 

No one who is in the business of buying and selling shares may claim a tax deduction for money borrowed to finance this business. 

Before answering this next question, try and find out the salary of the manager of a large business. Ask me in class if you need help searching: 

Politicians should be paid at the same rate as the managers of very large businesses.
Activity 1.6  What is Fairness
The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary gives "free from bias, fraud or injustice" as one of the meanings of fair. 

Fair is a more general word than Justice, more colloquial and less precise. 

Example: We may think that it is fair to have a law that no one may steal another's property. However, if the thief is someone who is acting for a starving family who cannot be fed in any other way, it may seem less fair to punish that person under this law. 

Give your opinion on what is or is not fair about the case with Bill and his friends. Name each character and comment of what happened what they did and the resulting action that was taken when they were caught. 

Think of examples that you feel may or may not be fair (remember your essay on Bangkok Hilton). Here are some pointers to get you started, but don't use these, please find your own, use the internet and read some stories about cases that you find interesting and comment on the regarding fairness. Please put the internet site you use as a reference at the end of your answers. 

From the example above: 

What if the thief believed that he or she was needy, simply because other people were richer? 

What if the starving thief took food from someone who could not spare it? 

The judge must use what is called discretion when confronted with these issues so that justice can be served. 

Activity 1.7  What is Equality
Aristotle referred to the importance of equality in describing justice. The two concepts are intimately related. However, there are many types or definitions of equality, and on occasion, one type of equality may even conflict with another. Equality may mean equal treatment for everyone, or it may mean that the treatment should be varied, according to the person's merits, needs, rank or other personal characteristics. 

Please complete and discuss the issues below. More on Liqour and Drugs after this exercise: 

EXERCISE 

Do you think that these are good examples of equality? 

- Everyone must attend school until the end of Year 12, and no one may undertake further education after that. 

- Everyone who works should be paid the same wage. 

- The old age pension should be paid to everyone over 65, no matter what their income and assets. 

- No one may own a car who does not have off-street parking for it. (This is a law in Tokyo.) 

- Everyone should pay the same percentage of their income as income tax. 

- Everyone should be entitled to free hospital treatment, funded out of taxes. 

- Everyone should have to pay for the hospital treatment they receive. 

What has all this got to do with Liqour and Drugs? 

Please go to the additional excercise on What is Equality? 

Additional Exercise - What is Equality? 
Our society tolerates many inequalities. Our economic system is built on a notion of greater reward for greater effort, at least in theory. In practice, the skilled manipulator of financial markets will be far better rewarded than the hard-working labourer. 

It may be argued following Rawls, that the financial dealer has more potential to benefit the disadvantaged in society. However, it is equally true that he or she is just as likely to cause harm to the many working people who suffer in economic depressions through no fault of their own. Free enterprise markets reward the behaviour that pleases them in the short-term, but these are not necessarily the behaviours that are of the greatest social utility. For example, tobacco production is a profitable activity for those involved in it. 

Additional Exercise On Equality: 

Activity 5 was to get you thinking about equality and what it generally means. Now that you have discussed issues regarding equality you will need to narrow it down to issues you read about in Module 5.  

Each group will have a tape recorder to record answers to the questions you have for the people you will interview.  Each group will need to come up with questions of your own based on the following scenario.
Scenario for Group 1 (Police interview): After reading the section on Liquor and Drugs, what is your opinion on the law and how it attempts to treat people equally? What about the laws that tries to discourage young people like yourselves to keep away from drugs and alcohol? Even though the drug dealer may sell to young people, why do you think there are laws that get you in trouble for simple taking the drugs?

Do you think the drug dealer (in module 5) is thinking "oh, I think of everyone equally? That's why I sell drugs to adults AND kids"
Scenario for Group 2 (Court house interview): Remember the case regarding the 15 year old Aboriginal boy who was jailed and later hung himself. Do you think he was treated with equality when it comes to appropriate use of the law? Why or why not? 

Scenario for Group 3 (Lawyer interview): What about communities which suffer from alcoholism and it's associated problems? What if the community has more pubs and bottle shops in the area compared to all the surrounding areas put together? How does equality affect this town? What if the place you live in had this many bottle shops/pubs and you found people breaking the law because of alcoholism do you think that the community is being equally treated compared to other communities? How can the law help in this situation? 

Summarise and Reflect: 

Summarise what you think are the main issues based on what you have learnt in previous activities. 

The important points raised regarding the legal system? What are the main issues? 

What parts of the legal system do you think work well? 

What parts of the legal system do you think should work better or needs improvement? 

Did you find anything difficult to understand? 

What do you think is the most important aspect of the law? 

Comment on a person who you thought answered and discussed the issues you learnt about particularly well. Why? 

Remember to discuss the answers with your peers. 

· Assignment One 
After watching the movie Bangkok Hilton comment and reflect on the characters and the gaol itself (i.e. the Thailand gaol referred to as the Bangkok Hilton) and comment on the conditions of the gaol and the punishment that the inmates received. 

When commenting on the punishment, you must address the following questions regarding punishment: 

Does the punishment fit the crime ? How long is too long ? How long is too short ? Do you agree with the death penalty as a form of punishment ? 

Write an essay min. 450 words. 

Before you start, you must find a website that will address at least one of the above questions and post the web address to me. 

You must make reference to at least 3 different websites or documents. Here are some websites that may help: 

Description of the Bangkok Hilton (real name is Bang Kwang) 

http://www.phaseloop.com/foreignprisoners/l-bangkwang.html [New window] 

Story about somebody that got locked up in the Bangkok Hilton: 

http://www.sundayherald.com/27176 [New window] 

A more positive story about someone who was locked up in the Bangkok Hilton: http://www.born-again-christian.info/cats.htm [New window] 

More foreigners locked up in the Bangkok Hilton: 

http://venus.soci.niu.edu/~archives/ABOLISH/mar03/0789.html [New window] 

Unfair prosecution of a Thai girl: 

Thai girl faces execution [New window] 

Please refer to this site for correct use of referencing and essay writing: 

How to reference (scroll down to the part that says 'world wide web') 

http://www.usq.edu.au/library/resources/genref/harvardonlinereferencing.htm [New window] 

Advice on essay writing http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/advise.html [New window] 
	Term Calendar (Table 1.3)
The Legal System, An Introduction

	Week 1
	Intro to Legal Studies 

Start with Brainstorming ideas to introduce course content. Establish what headings to create for week 2.

	Week 2
	Intro LSVC 

1. Before starting students must read rules and conditions and reply stating they understand the consequences for not adhering to them. 
2. Students must visit the site map.  Once finished, post questions for Police, who will visit in week 9. Forum headings for questions:

· Questions about underage crime
· Questions about driving offences
· Questions about violence/assault
· Questions about alcohol

	Week 3 - 5
	Movie Bangkok Hilton 

On completion students to write an essay based on movie covering general issues of fairness and justice.

	Week 5
	Essay question on Bangkok Hilton
Use material provided in LSVC reflect on moral legal issues regarding fairness and justice. 

Due week 8. 

	Week 6
	Begin Module 1 in LSVC (to complete in week 11)
· Read following sections and complete embedded activities: You and the Law, Our Records (eg. Criminal), Law in our Society and Kinds of Law.  

· Must finish Activities 1.1 and 1.2
· 1.1: finding out the difference between Laws and Rules
· 1.2: questioning if we take our laws for granted.

· Enough time given for students to also work on gathering information for Bangkok Hilton essay.

	Week 7
	Activity 1.3 & 1.4

· Read following sections and complete embedded activities: Kinds of Crime, Borrowing or Theft, Just Plain Stealing.

· 1.3: Understand that as opposed to rules, law is enforceable.

· 1.4: What is Justice?

	Week 8
	Activities 1.5 & 1.6
· Read following sections and complete embedded activities: Explanation about Certain Laws & Just Kids Stuff or Committing a Crime?

· 1.5: Exercise on Justice.  Answer questions to form your opinion.

· 1.6: What is Fairness (Relates back to essays on Bangkok Hilton)

	Week 9
	Visit from Police (First period)
Consolidate there new knowledge regarding the law and justice with answers to their questions posted in week 2.  
Activities 1.7 (Second period)
· Read following sections and complete embedded activitie: Liqour and Drugs.

1.7: What is Equality? Complete exercises regarding equality. 

	Week 10
	Summarise and reflect
· Summarise what you think are the main issues based on what you have learnt in previous activities.

· Read following sections: What is Real Luck (re committing a crime), Always the Record, The Criminal Court and Who Will You Be. Must complete this week.
End of course evaluation

	Week 11
	Final Exercise:  School Rules assignment

	Week 12
	School Break


RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR LEGAL STUDIES ON-LINE FORUM 

AUTHORISED USE (Statement from Bayview College's Internet Usage Policy): 

Users are authorised to use the Bayview College network for legitimate study related purposes and not for personal use. The use of the internet is a privilege, not a right. Inappropriate use, including any violation of these conditions and rules, may result in cancellation of these privileges. It should be noted that playing internet games, downloading of music, video, zip and program files is prohibited. (If there is a need for the downloading of files it will need to be approved by Bayview College management and performed by the IT Department). 

LEGAL STUDIES ON-LINE LEARNING FORUM AGREEMENT 

I understand that: 

When participating in this forum, under no circumstances am I to post irrelevant information to what I am studying in Legal Studies. 

I will keep my postings relevant to the topic that is being discussed, and will not go off into irrelevant tangents. 

I will not at any time post information that contains offensive language or content in any section of this forum. 

I understand that strong disciplinary (and perhaps legal) measures will be taken if I am caught posting offensive or illegal content. 

