Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Development Plans of Saudi Arabia

From 1995 to 2009, during the period of Saudi Arabian 6,7 and 8th development plan, Saudi Arabia has been faced with rapid population growth. This problem causes other problems such as increased demands of housing units, water supply system, and municipal and administrative services, and envioronmental problems. Moreover population tends to concentrate in main large cities, disparities between rural and urban area are also serious. However, as the government cannot implement all of those development plans and solve those problems, the government tries to encourage investment and participation from private sectors.    
6th Development Plan

Main themes of the sixth plan are privatization and economic efficiency in both public and private sectors. Administrative coordination, regional planning standards, proliferation of small scattered settlements and regional disparities are key issues of 6th development plan. The regional development part focused on encouraging private sector to stimulate local economic growth, and to establish investment projects in the regions. 

7th Development Plan

Internal migration and completion of databases are main issues of provincial development at that time. So reducing internal migration and developing economic activities at the regional level became the main objectives of the plan. To achieve the plan, Saudi Arabian Government adopted policies of enhancing the efficiency of infrastructure in rural areas, establishing information centers in different regions. Also the policy to invite investments in different regions from the private sector was also adopted.

8th Development Plan

This plan envisages improving the balance of socioeconomic and urban development among all regions of the Kingdom, along with improving distribution of benefits of development. This objective would be achieved through;
(1) identifying the geographic regions that are in need of further development, 
(2) selecting locations of government developmental projects to favor improving the balance of regional development, 
(3) encouraging the private sector to establish economic projects in the regions, 
(4) expanding municipal, rural and housing services, and promoting decentralization
* the regional development strategy 

(aims at achieving balanced growth across all regions and reducing development disparities)

(1) objectives

(a) Reducing disparities in living conditions and economic activities among the various regions through a balanced sustainable development process.

(b) Providing economic and social infrastructure and public services in all regions at an appropriate level of efficiency and effectiveness, with particular attention to small settlements.

(c) Moving gradually towards administrative decentralization and consolidating management at the regional and local levels.

(2) policies

 (a) Diversifying the economies of the regions to enhance complementarities

 (b) Identifying the resources available in each region and ensuring their optimal utilization

 (c) Encouraging the private sector to invest in the productive sectors in the least developed regions

 (d) Developing municipal and other public services in accordance with the hierarchical structure of the development centers specified in the National Spatial Strategy.

 (e) Ensuring congruence between the share of a region in public services with its share in the total population of the country
 (f) Upgrading the technical and administrative capabilities of the local authorities


(3) targets

 (a) Establishing a comprehensive reliable database at the regional level
 (b) Developing specific criteria for optimal distribution of services in all regions

 (c) Preparing specialized training programs for local authorities
In conclusion from 1995 to 2009 the period of sixth, seventh and eighth development plan, Saudi Arabian Government adopted policies on regional development to solve disparities between rural and urban area for the balanced development, to encourage investment from the private sector, to  enhance economic activities in different regional communities. These development plans are different with previous development plans which resulted in government based development, centralization. 
