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General Description of the Main Functions and Responsibilities

Of the Deanship of Scientific Research

The Deanship of Scientific Research was established effective November 28, 1998, under the directive of H.E. the Rector.  

The main activities and functions of the Deanship can be summarized in the following:

The KFUPM Research Committee (URC) administers funds available from the University and from a number of other research supporting agencies (such as SABIC) which support faculty research.  

Among other things, he is responsible for the smooth functioning of the University Research Committee which takes care of providing research facilities for KFUPM faculty.  He is also responsible for processing the requests for research awards and scholarship programs such as the British Council Summer Research Program, US Government’s Fulbright Scholarship Program. The support provided by the University can be broadly categorized into two groups: (1) administering the funds provided by the University and (2) evaluation and recommendation of the projects funded by external agencies such as SABIC, British Council, US Fulbright Scholarship Program, etc.  In the first category, the following activities can be included:

1. Provision of conference attendance subsidy to both Saudi and expatriate faculty.

2.  Evaluation and support of research and bookwriting projects submitted by the faculty for internal funding.

3. Sabbatical Leave support. This includes evaluation of the initial proposal submitted by the faculty willing to proceed on sabbatical leave.  In addition, an evaluation of the final report submitted by the returning faculty after his sabbatical leave.

4. Reimbursement of additional mandatory page charges for publishing scientific papers by the University faculty in internationally prestigious and reputed journals which have clear acknowledgement of support received from the University.

5. Administering the allocated funds provided in each of the approved research and bookwriting projects supported by the University.

The externally-funded research and bookwriting projects include:

1. SABIC-funded research and bookwriting projects.

2.  British Council Summer Research program (in existence for more than 10 years).

3. US Fulbright Scholarship Program (funded by the US Government).

In order to encourage both basic and applied forms of research by the University faculty, an award entitled “Excellence in Research Award” is given to  six faculty members every year.  There is a keen competition among the faculty to win this award.  Based on the guidelines issued from time to time, the Award is administered and the Deanship of Scientific Research is responsible for evaluating the applications received for the award and further selection of six nominees based on the criteria established.

He is also responsible to bring out bi-annual Research Newsletter which gives information on the research activities undertaken by the University faculty during the academic year. In addition, the Newsletter provides information on the research and bookwriting projects in progress, proposals received for consideration, completed research and bookwriting projects, etc.  

At the end of the academic year, an annual report covering the activities of the Research Office during the past year is brought out and subsequently, this report is forwarded to the Ministry of Higher Education for their information and record.

