Tourism in Saudi Arabia

Now focusing on tourism in Saudi Arabia.  Recently, the government started encouraging local investment in recreational projects, and this is expected to create jobs and diversify Saudi economy. A new agency has been set up.  Visa regulations are being relaxed to encourage tourists to visit the Kingdom's cultural, historic and archaeological sites.  
Both the above mentioned factors have encouraged huge multi-billion investments in the Leisure and Tourism sector. 
The country has a lot to offer, ranging from plenty of desert, sand dunes, date orchards, oasis, beaches, the Red Sea (for Scuba diving), and mountain resorts for camping, to modern day arcade centers, aquariums, museums and zoos. In addition to this, you will find excellent 5-star hotels, residential beach cities and resorts, amusement parks (including indoor/outdoor games and amusement equipment). Infrastructure such as roads, rail, telecom, hotels and furnished flats, etc is very good and is being improved.  The talk will allude to the above and also present some interesting pictures.

· Hajj and Umrah…

3.1.1  Characteristics of Market

Saudi Arabia has a rapidly growing population of about 21 million people, with around 50% of the indigenous population being under the age of 20. It also has a very high rate of population growth. 

A senior government official has forecast that the sector could generate income of U$ 3 billion within five years of relaxing rules that restrict the issuance of tourist visas. The current seventh Development Plan (2000-2005) sets the objectives of developing the Leisure and Tourism sector into one of the major economic sectors. The strategy developed in the plan sees the need to expand and diversify facilities with particular emphasis on encouraging the private sector to establish more projects. Over the past few years, the private sector has spent over u$ 6.6 billion to set up tourism and leisure and amusement projects in Saudi Arabia, and plans to invest about U$5.3 billion in the next five years. 

As a first step towards encouraging local tourism, the Government announced the formation of the Supreme Tourism Commission (STC) in order to develop the sector. Visa regulations were also simplified to encourage foreign tourists to visit the country. Pilgrims coming for Hajj or Umrah are also now allowed to travel and move freely in the country, outside the traditional holy cities of Makkah and Medinah. All these regulations are being introduced gradually and when fully implemented will go a long way to further encourage investment in the sector. There is good evidence to suggest that some Saudis have started spending their annual holidays in the Kingdom. Tourist attractions have been constructed in the mountains of the West and South and also around Riyadh and the Eastern Province, tourist sites have been constructed and some are being expanded. 

Saudi businessmen have recognised the potential demand and are developing plans to meet it. In the short to medium term, there are large numbers of projects that offer good opportunities to UK businesses that have products and services for hotels, resorts, amusement parks, theme parks, entertainment centres and sporting facilities. Further opportunities could be in projects that include: 

· 5-star hotels 

· Residential beach cities and resorts 

· Mountain resorts and camping areas 

· Aquariums, museums and zoos 
· Arcade Centres 

· Amusement parks (including indoor/outdoor games and amusement equipment) 

· Monuments,  oasis, Red Sea (scuba diving), dates and the date palm…sand dunes…
· Infrastructure, roads, rail, telecom, hotels and furnished flats, etc.

· Hajj and Umrah…

http://www.saudia-online.com/travelmain.htm http://www.abasefortravelinfo.com/saudiarabiatourism.html    

http://www.sauditourismforum.com

http://www.mytravelguide.com/countries/saudi_arabia/
http://www.travigator.com/saudi.htm  

http://www.sct.gov.sa/report.pdf
Nature oriented, religious pilgrimage, sunshine, desert, mountains, etc
Saudi Arabian Supreme Commission for Tourism

Its new, it’s a challenge, you can have a fine time in a new culture, sometimes temperatures hit 115 F, eyes of the muslim world are on the country, it is tourism “different”, not tourism as usual, plenty to offer someone who wants to experience a totally different culture, 

Approx 2 Million come on pilgrimage, 

Diverse topography

There's plenty of desert -- including the vast Empty Quarter in the south -- but there also are mountains, valleys and Red Sea beaches with turquoise water known for some of the world's finest diving. The country also is rich in archaeological sites, including the spectacular tombs and dwellings carved into sandstone 2,000 years ago by the Nabateans (the same lost civilization that created Petra in neighboring Jordan). 

More infrastructure development is required…and is underway..

Will diversify Saudi economy,

Tourism is expected to create jobs (1.7 Million in next 20 years).. Few non-muslims visit the country (6000 organized by Saudi Airlines),..

The country also is rich in archaeological sites, including the spectacular tombs and dwellings carved into sandstone 2,000 years ago by the Nabateans (the same lost civilization that created Petra in neighboring Jordan). "We have focused on value tourism, reasonable prices, good facilities, first-class treatment from the minute they get there until the minute they leave. "The challenge is also to make tourism fun. If tourism is not fun it's like a hospital meal -- healthy, clean, wholesome and it may help grow muscles -- but you won't want to do it again." 
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