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The twenty-first century has been witness to numerous fundamental changes that have overtaken and revolutionized the educational, industrial and economic sectors. This has been most evident over the last decade with the advent of the Information Age and its subsequent impact on these sectors. This influence is characterized by the ongoing global transition from industrial economies to knowledge-based economies. In this new model, modern economy is dictated by intellectual capital, and assets are substantially defined by knowledge and capability. A single intelligent idea, if effectively capitalized upon, can alter the economic scenario. What is primarily required but unfortunately often absent, is the ability to transform such new ideas and knowledge into business products and services most rapidly and efficiently.  It is basically to fill this void - a channel that facilitates technology transfer from research centers and Universities into manufacturing and marketing departments is required. 

Such prominent issues related to university-industry collaboration have led to the appearance of hundreds of University Science Parks. In many instances these Science parks have shown to have a positive impact on both the regional economy and support for technological innovation and growth. They also have multifarious benefits which range from international collaborations to increase in tourism and trade. 
With regards to tourism, recently, the government started encouraging local investment in recreational projects, and this is expected to create jobs and diversify Saudi economy. A new agency has been set up.  Visa regulations are being relaxed to encourage tourists to visit the Kingdom's cultural, historic and archaeological sites.   The above mentioned factors have encouraged huge multi-billion investments in the Leisure and Tourism sector. 

The country has a lot to offer, ranging from plenty of desert, sand dunes, date orchards, oasis, beaches, the Red Sea (for Scuba diving), and mountain resorts for camping, off-road driving, to modern day arcade centers, aquariums, museums and zoos. In addition to this, you will find excellent 5-star hotels, residential beach cities and resorts, amusement parks (including indoor/outdoor games and amusement equipment). Infrastructure such as roads, rail, telecom, hotels and furnished flats, etc., is very good and is being improved.  The talk will allude to the above and also present some interesting pictures. 

In this talk we will discuss our efforts towards one such experience of establishing a science park. Of the several benefits, tourism will also be addressed. The talk will allude to the above and also present some interesting pictures.
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