Report: AJSE on the Web

Sadiq M. Sait

On March 2, 2003, Dr. M. O. Budair, Vice Rector for Graduate Studies & Scientific Research, set up a Task Force comprising Dr. N. Al-Darwish (ICS),  Mr. H. Kadry  (ITC), Dr. I. Al-Khaldi (KFUPM Press),  Dr. H. Mavromatis (AJSE), Dr. Sadiq M. Sait (COE), and Dr. A. Al-Sukairi (ICS), to study, establish, and systematize the publishing of the AJSE on the Web on an ongoing basis, and to ensure the maintenance and regular updating of the Journal's website. This Task Force was to be Chaired by Dr.  Mavromatis with Dr.Sadiq M.  Sait as Deputy Chairman.
This Committee held a total of four meetings.  The first meeting was on March 12th 2003.  The second meeting, also attended by Dr. Saud.  Al-Semari, Director of the ITC, took place on March 26th.  The third meeting was held on April 16th, and the final meeting, also attended by Mr. Waslallah, the KFUPM Webmaster, and took place on April 30th.

At the direction of the Committee, Drs. A. Al-Sukairi, N. Al-Darwish and Dr. S. Sait, who had earlier worked on a pilot project for publishing the AJSE on the Web (Project title: Electronic Publishing of AJSE) in 1998, contacted Mr. Waslallah of the ITC and transferred to him their entire site (including all the relevant required files) for the electronic publishing of the AJSE on the Web. Drs. Al-Sukairi and Darwish further explained to him how to use these various materials. 

Achievements of the Committee:
1. An AJSE link has now been established for the website.  Currently, to o access it one must go to the University Website, and then click on hyper-link and go to KFUPM Publications.  From there one can access the AJSE Website.  The Committee feels this present arrangement is too cumbersome and that the AJSE should also have a simpler URL, so that people interested in the AJSE will also be able to access it in one step.
2. The Committee recommends that Dr. Budair discuss with Dr. Semari an additional possible simpler access (for example via a direct URL of the form http://ajse.kfupm.edu.sa ).

3. Mr. Waslallah, the KFUPM Webmaster, has kindly agreed to be responsible for updating the AJSE site every time he receives the articles pdf and text formats for each new issue. 

4. The above material will be sent to Mr. Waslallah by the KFUPM Press, where there will be a .pdf file and a .txt file for each paper of the new issue, as well as .pdf and .txt files for the cover page, announcements, etc., in that particular issue.

5. The KFUPM Press will need the services of a new employee to act as dedicated AJSE    typesetter/ITC Electronic Publishing liaison.  The Committee understands that a candidate for this post has already been recommended by the KFUPM Press and his file is with the Dean of Faculty and Personnel Affairs. 
6. Three of the six 2002 AJSE issues have already been put on the AJSE Web, and the Editorial Board has been updated from the list prepared at the time of the Pilot Project. 

Pending Matters:

1. The remaining three issues of 2002 will be placed on the AJSE Web site shortly, in such a way, that there will be a complete electronic version of the Journal, starting with the beginning of last year.
2. The Board biographies will be collected from individual members and supplied to the Webmaster by Prof. Sait for him to place them on the AJSE Website right after the list of the AJSE Board.. 

3. Mr. Waslallah with add to the AJSE site a link for Announcements, such as upcoming Theme Issues.

4. The Index for Full Text Search will be checked and updated. 
5. The Press will check how (before 2002) the pdf and text files, etc., of back issues are available.  At the moment, in addition to three of the six 2002 issues, all the issues of 1998 (both pdf and text files) are on the AJSE Website.

The Committee is thankful to Mr. Waslallah for agreeing to take responsibility for maintaining and updating the AJSE Website on an ongoing basis.

